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On May 1, 2020, we published “Cardiovascular 
Disease, Drug Therapy, and Mortality in Covid-19,”1 
a study of the effect of preexisting treatment 
with angiotensin-converting enzyme (ACE) in-
hibitors and angiotensin-receptor blockers (ARBs) 
on Covid-19. This retrospective study used data 
drawn from an international database that includ-
ed electronic health records from 169 hospitals on 
three continents. Recently, substantive concerns 
have been raised about the quality of the infor-
mation in that database. We have asked the au-
thors to provide evidence that the data are reliable. 
In the interim and for the benefit of our readers, 
we are publishing this Expression of Concern 
about the reliability of their conclusions.

Studies of ACE inhibitors and ARBs in Covid-19 

can play an important role in patient care. We 
encourage readers to consult two other studies 
we published on May 1, 2020, that used indepen-
dent data to reach their conclusions.2,3

Disclosure forms provided by the author are available with the 
full text of this editorial at NEJM.org.

This editorial was published on June 2, 2020, at NEJM.org.
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