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Abstract

Background: Chronic kidney disease(CKD) has been proposed as a risk factor for cardiovascular disease (CVD).
There is conflicting evidence among community based studies regarding the association between CKD and CVD.
Furthermore, in order to assess the possible interaction between CKD and BMI, we also examined the association
between CKD and CVD, across different BMI categories.

Methods: The risk of CVD events was evaluated in a large cohort of participants selected from the Tehran Lipid
and Glucose Study. Participants(mean age, 47.4 years) free of previous CVD were followed up for 9.1 years. GFR
ml/min per 1.73 m2 was estimated using the MDRD formula.

Results: Of the 6,209 participants, 22.2%(1381) had CKD with eGFR ml/min per 1.73 m2 <60 at baseline. Almost all
of them (99%) were in stage 3a. Moderate renal insufficiency only predicted CVD outcomes independently when
we adjusted for age and sex. After further adjustment, the presence of moderate CKD lost its statistical significance
to confer an independent increased risk of CVD events with a hazard ratio of: HR: 1.14, CI 95% 0.91-1.42.
Furthermore, when participants were categorized according to CKD status and BMI groups, after further adjustment,
no interaction was found(P= 0.2).

Conclusion: CKD was not an independent risk factor for CVD events in a community-based study in a Tehranian
population and the higher prevalence of CVD in subjects with mild to moderate renal insufficiency might be due
to the co-occurrence of traditional CVD risk factors in this group.

Keywords: Chronic kidney disease, Cardiovascular disease, Body mass index, Glomerular filtration rate, General
population
Background
Chronic kidney disease (CKD) is a major public health
problem. Numerous studies on the epidemiology of
CVD in end-stage renal disease (ESRD), have shown the
significant burden of CVD [1-4]; also there has been
heated debate regarding the reverse epidemiology
phenomenon in this specific population, suggesting that
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increase in BMI (possibly due to increase in lean body
mass) is associated with a higher survival rate [5]. How-
ever there is conflicting evidence among community
based studies regarding the association between CKD
and CVD as an independent risk factor.
Studies differ from each other in terms of population

characteristics, method used to estimate glomerular fil-
tration rate (GFR), outcome definition, adjustment for
confounders and the time period of follow-up. Most
studies conducted in general populations confirm the in-
dependent association [6-10]. There are also studies in-
vestigating surrogate CVD outcomes in people with
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early CKD showing that even moderate renal insuffi-
ciency can be considered an independent atherosclerosis
risk factor in these individuals [11]. In contrast to these
findings, there are community-based studies that suggest
mild to moderate CKD does not independently predict
CVD and the contribution is only due to the co-
occurrence of traditional CVD risk factors [12,13].
Considering the lack of population-based cohort stud-

ies from the Middle East region addressing the role of
CKD in predicting CVD and high prevalence of CKD in
our population [14] we investigated the independent role
of CKD in developing CVD in a large population of
adult residents of Tehran during a median follow up of
9.1 years. Furthermore, most studies have investigated
the possible interaction between CKD and BMI in ESRD
patients on hemodialysis, raising the issue of “obesity
paradox”, while fewer studies have addressed this re-
search question in the general population. In order to
assess the possible relationship between CKD and BMI,
we also examined the association between CKD and
CVD, across different BMI categories.

Methods
Study participants
The Tehran Lipid and Glucose Study (TLGS) is a pro-
spective, population-based study being conducted to de-
termine the risk factors for non-communicable diseases
among a representative Tehran urban population [15].
In the TLGS, 15,005 subjects aged ≥3 years were
selected by a multistage cluster random sampling
method; of these, 8,071 participants aged ≥30 years were
evaluated in the cross-sectional phase of the TLGS
(February 1999 to August 2001). After the exclusion of
those with prevalent CVD (n = 521) and underweight
subjects (BMI <18.5 kg/m2; n = 106), those with missing
anthropometric or biochemical data (n = 452) were also
excluded, leaving 6992 participants with complete data;
of these, 6,209 participants (88.9%) were followed until
March 2009, with a median of 9.1 years (39448 person
years). The ethics committee of the Research Institute
for Endocrine Sciences approved this study, and
informed written consent was obtained from all subjects.

Baseline survey
At baseline, subjects were interviewed by trained inter-
viewers using pretested questionnaires. Thereafter,
demographic data collection, anthropometric examina-
tions, medical history of CVD, medication use and
smoking habit were undertaken by trained general physi-
cians. Weight was measured while the subjects were
minimally clothed without shoes using digital scales and
recorded to the nearest 100 g. Height was measured in a
standing position, without shoes, using a tape measure
while the shoulders were in a normal position. BMI was
calculated as weight in kilograms, divided by height in
meters squared. Systolic and diastolic blood pressure
were measured twice in a seated position after a 15-
minute rest period using a standard mercury sphygmo-
manometer. Blood samples were taken after a 12 to 14-
hour overnight fast. All blood analyses were done at the
TLGS research laboratory on the day of blood collection
[15]. Plasma total cholesterol (TC) and triglyceride (TG)
levels were measured using enzymatic colorimetric kits
(Pars Azmon Inc.); serum creatinine (mg/dl) were mea-
sured according to the standard colorimetric Jaffe_Ki-
netic reaction method (Pars Azmon Inc., Iran).

Follow-up survey
Details of the collection of CVD outcome data have
been published elsewhere [16]. Briefly, a trained nurse
asked all participants of TLGS for any medical event by
telephone call annually. Then, if any medical event had
occurred a trained physician collected complementary
data regarding that event during a home visit and by ac-
quisition of data from medical files. An outcome com-
mittee consisting of an internist, endocrinologist,
cardiologist, epidemiologist, and other experts evaluated
the collected data to assign a specific outcome for every
event. Coronary heart disease included cases of definite
myocardial infarction (diagnostic electrocardiographic
results and biomarkers), probable myocardial infarction
(positive electrocardiographic findings plus cardiac
symptoms or signs plus missing biomarkers or positive
electrocardiographic findings plus equivocal biomarkers),
angiographically proved coronary heart disease, and cor-
onary heart disease death. CVD was defined as any cor-
onary heart disease event, stroke (a new neurological
deficit that lasted ≥24 hours), or CVD death.

Definitions
Hypertension was defined as SBP/DBP ≥ 140/90 mm-Hg
or patients taking antihypertensive agents. Hyper TG
was defined as serum TG of ≥ 150 mg/dl and hyper TC
of ≥ 240 mg/dl and both definitions also included sub-
jects taking lipid lowering medications [17]. Smoking
was defined as participants who smoked cigarettes daily
or occasionally or participants who never smoked before.
Diabetes was defined according to the criteria of the
American Diabetes Association (ADA) as fasting plasma
glucose ≥ 126 mg/dl or 2-h post-load ≥ 200 mg/dl or
current therapy for a definite diagnosis of diabetes [18].
Family history of premature coronary artery disease
(CAD) was defined as previous diagnoses of CAD in
first-degree female relatives aged< 65 years or in first-
degree male relatives aged< 55 years [19].
We also used the Modification of Diet in Renal Disease

(MDRD) equation formula and GFR was expressed in ml/
min per 1.73 m2 by multiplying each estimated GFR by
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1.73/body surface area (m2) [20]. The abbreviated MDRD
study equation is as follows:

GFR=186× (Serum creatinine)-1.154 × (Age)-0.203 × (0.742
if female)

Patients were classified as defined by national Kidney
Foundation based on their eGFR levels [21]; subjects
with 60 ml/min per 1.73 m2 and higher as not having
CKD; subjects with 45 to 59 ml/min per 1.73 m2 (stage
3a); those with 30 to 44 ml/min per 1.73 m2 (stage 3b);
with 15 to 29 ml/min per 1.73 m2 (stage 4) and finally
those with less than 15 ml/min per 1.73 m2 as stage 5.
For sake of simplicity in our analysis the participants
were classified into the 2 groups: eGFR ≥60 ml/min per
1.73 m2 and eGFR <60 ml/min per 1.73 m2, the latter
group being defined as CKD. Moreover, participants
were classified into 3 categories according to BMI: Nor-
mal weight (18.5-24.9 kg/m2), Overweight (BMI 25–
29.9 kg/m2) and Obese (≥30 kg/m2). In addition, the
subjects were also classified into 6 groups based on CKD
and BMI: 1- Normal weight without CKD, 2- Over-
weight without CKD, 3- Obese and without CKD 4-
Normal weight with CKD, 5- Overweight with CKD and
6- Obese with CKD.

Statistical methods
All continuous data with normal distribution are
expressed as mean± SD and skewed parameters as me-
dian, interquartile 25–75% (IQ25–75), and categorical
variables are expressed as percentage. Difference for
continuous variables was assessed using the t-test,
whereas difference for categorical variables was assessed
with the Chi Square Test.
Participants free of CVD at baseline were followed

until the occurrence of a new ischemic cardiovascular
event (the exact date of which was considered as the
date of the end point event) or death or loss to follow-
up, in which case the date of the last patient visit or the
date of death due to a non-CVD event were considered
as censoring. In the regression model, subjects were
stratified into 6 categories according to BMI and CKD
status, considering the group with normal weight and
without CKD as the reference category. We calculated
incidence rates and adjusted hazard ratios of CVD
events according to BMI groups, in the presence or the
absence of CKD. The person time for each participant
was calculated from the beginning of the study to the
date of CVD event or the end of the study, whichever
came first. Incidence rates of CVD were obtained by div-
iding the number of cases by person-years in subgroup
of BMI groups. Kaplan-Meier survival analysis was used
to compare survival times among patients with CKD
versus those without CKD. The log-rank statistic was
used to test for differences among groups. Using Cox
proportional- hazards models, relative risks were com-
puted as the incidence rate in subgroups of BMI, divided
by the incidence rate in the reference category. We
tested for interaction between BMI categories and CKD
status in development of CVD. The initial model was
adjusted for age (years) and gender sex (reference: male).
In the second multivariate model, we further adjusted
for current smoking, family history of premature CAD,
DM, high blood pressure, hyper TG and hyper TC. Stata
version 10 was used for data analysis, P values <0.05
being considered statistically significant.

Results
There were 50,215 person-years of follow-up for the 6,209
study participants (43.1% male, mean age 47.4 years). The
mean value of eGFR calculated using the MDRD formula
in all the participants was 68.2 ml/min per 1.73 m2; over-
all, 22.2% (1381) had CKD, almost all of them (99%) were
in stage 3a. Characteristics of the study population, strati-
fied by CKD, are listed in Table 1. Most of cardiometabolic
risk factors increased in subjects with CKD. Over a me-
dian (IQ 25–75) of 9.1 (8.7 - 9.6) years of follow up, there
were 439 CVD events with an incidence rate of 87 per
10,000 person years. In fact, the 9.1-year unadjusted rate
of freedom from CVD was significantly lower in subjects
with CKD than in those without CKD (83.4%, vs 92.2%
P <0.001; Figure 1).
Unadjusted hazard ratios (HR) for CVD events was

2.18 (95% CI 1.79-2.65) for subjects with CKD, com-
pared to those without CKD. Moderate renal insuffi-
ciency still remained an independent predictor of CVD
after adjustment for age and sex HR 1.25 (95% CI 1.00-
1.55); yet in the final model it lost its significant associ-
ation and the corresponding HR was 1.14 (95% CI 0.91-
1.42) (Table 2). Details of multivariate-adjusted HRs for
CVD events in normal-weight compared to the over-
weight and obese subjects with and without CKD are
listed in Table 3. There was no significant interaction be-
tween BMI categories and CKD in development of CVD
(P= 0.2).

Discussion
This prospective community-based study, conducted on
an urban population in Tehran, during almost 9.1 years of
follow-up, shows that after adjustment for conventional
CVD risk factors, moderate renal insufficiency (stage 3a:
calculated by MDRD formula) is not an independent risk
factor in predicting CVD events (HR:1.14 CI 95% 0.91-
1.42), suggesting that the observed association of mild to
moderate CKD with CVD events in the general popula-
tion might be merely due to co-occurrence of the trad-
itional CVD risk factors in this group. When participants
with and without CKD were further classified by BMI



Table 1 Baseline characteristics of 6,209 study participants classified by CKD status a

Overall Without CKD With CKD
(N=6209) N= 4828 N=1381

Age (years) (12.3) 47.4 44.6 (11.2) 57.0 (11.2)

Male n%
43.1(2677)

47.3 (2286) 28.2 (390)

Current Smoking n%
14.2(884)

16.1 (778) 7.6 (105)

Weight (Kg) (12.3) 72.0 72.2 (12.3) 71.2 (11.5)

BMI (Kg/m2)(4.4) 27.6 27.4 (4.4) 28.5 (4.3)

Normal weight n% (1778) 28.6 31.1 (1501) 20 (276)

Overweight n% (2735) 44 43.7 (2112) 44.9 (620)

Obese n% (1702) 27.4 25.2 (1215) 35.1 (485)

FPG (mg/dl) (35.5) 101.0 98.7 (31.5) 109.0 (46.0)

Diabetes Mellitus%(n)
13.8(851)

11.4 (551) 21.6 (298)

Total Cholesterol (mg/dl) (45.4) 217.1 212.0 (43.5) 235.2 (47.2)

Total Cholesterol ≥240 mg/dl%(n)
27.8 (1725)

23.4 (1128) 43.2 (597)

Triglycerides b (mg/dl) 227) 158(109- 155 (106–222) 172 (123–242)

Triglycerides≥ 150 mg/dl%(n) (3389) 54.5 52.8 (2547) 63.3(875)

SBP (mmHg) (19.9) 122.2 119.8 (18.2) 130.8 (22.9)

DBP (mmHg) (10.9) 79.3 78.7 (10.6) 81.4 (11.7)

Hypertension(SBP/DBP ≥140/90 mmHg)%(n) 23.3(1446) 19.5 (940) 36.4 (503)

Serum creatinine, mg/dl (0.2) 1.08 1.04 (0.1) 1.22 (0.3)

e GFR (ml/min per 1.73 m2) 68.2 (11) 72.2 (8.5) 53.9 (5.7)

Abbreviations: BMI, body mass; index FPG, fasting plasma glucose; CKD, chronic kidney disease; DBP, diastolic blood pressure; SBP, systolic blood pressure; HDL-C,
high-density lipoprotein; GFR, glomerular filtration rate.
a Data are given as mean (SD) value or percentage of participants unless otherwise specified.
b Data are presented as median (25–75 inter quartile).
c Calculated using MDRD formula [20].
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categories, all the groups lost their statistically significant
association with development of CVD events, indicating
no significant interaction between CKD and BMI
categories.
To the best of our knowledge this is the first study con-

ducted on a cohort of a general population in the Middle
East that investigated the role of CKD in developing CVD.
Our findings support the conclusion of similar previous
community-based studies that suggested the lack of an in-
dependent association of mild to moderate renal insuffi-
ciency with CVD outcomes. Results from the NHANES I
during an average of 16.1 years follow-up of 2352 subjects
in the U.S. general population, suggested the association
between mild or moderate renal insufficiency and CVD is
not independent, and appears to be due to the co-
occurrence of traditional CVD risk factors with CKD [13].
Moreover as Culleton et al. [12] previously concluded in
the Framingham study, after adjustment in the multivari-
able model for traditional CVD risk factors, mild CKD did
not independently contribute to CVD risk in the general
population. Also in a pooled analysis of community-based
studies including the Atherosclerosis Risk in Communities
Study, the Cardiovascular Health study, the Framingham
Heart Study and the Framingham Offspring study, in the
final adjusted model, CKD was not a significant predictor
for outcomes such as myocardial infarction and fatal cor-
onary heart disease (HR: 1.09 CI 95% 0.91-1.29) and for
stroke (HR: 1.17 CI 95% 0.95-1.44); however, for the com-
posite outcome after adding all-cause mortality to the pre-
vious CVD outcomes the association became significant
(HR: 1.19 CI 95% 1.07-1.32) [22]. In contrast, there are
community-based studies that demonstrated the inde-
pendent association of moderate renal insufficiency with
increased risk of CVD events and mortality in general
population [7,9,22-28]. GO et al. [29] after 2.84 years of
follow-up of 1,120,295 participants, reported an independ-
ent, graded association between a reduced eGFR and the
risk of cardiovascular events, in a large, community-based
population. However, as listed in the possible limitations
of this study, the authors did not have information to ad-
just for unmeasured confounders such as BMI and level of
blood pressure. Moreover, in our analyses across different



Figure 1 Unadjusted cardiovascular survival (Kaplan-Meier) according to eGFR, estimated by MDRD formula [eGFR <60 mL/min per
1.73 m2 was defined as chronic kidney disease (CKD)]. Log Rank test X 2, 64.53: P< 0.001 HR: 2.18 (95% CI, 1.79-2.65).
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BMI categories, we observed the loss of significance after
further adjustment in all categories of BMI indicating no
interaction between BMI and CKD (P =0.2). However, we
have to be cautious when interpreting the HR in over-
weight participants with CKD; this seems to be marginally
significant (HR: 1.43 95% CI, 0.95-2.15). Given the
phenomenon of the “obesity paradox” reported in patients
with advanced stages of CKD [5], our results showed that
the “obesity paradox” cannot be regarded as a major
Table 2 Hazard ratios for incident CVD in 6,209 study
participants at baseline by CKD status

Without CKD a

n= 4828
With CKD
n=1381

No. of person-years 39539 10676

No. of incidence CVD 281 158

Incidence rate 71 148

(per 10,000 person-years)

Unadjusted hazard ratios 1 2.18 (1.79-2.65)*

Adjusted hazard ratios

Model 1† 1 1.25 (1.00-1.55)*

Model 2{ 1 1.14 (0.91-1.42)
a CKD status based on MDRD category.
†Model 1 was adjusted for age, sex.
{Model 2, we further adjusted for, body mass index, smoking (reference: no),
history of diabetes mellitus (reference: no), Family history of premature CAD
(reference: no), Hyper TG (reference: TG< 150 mg/dl), Hyper TC (reference:
TC< 240), hypertension (reference: SBP/DBP< 140/90 mmHg).
*P< 0.05.
concern in a general population. However, further investi-
gations are needed to clarify the issue.
The main mechanism that has been proposed to ex-

plain the increased risk of CVD in CKD is coexist-
ence of traditional and nontraditional cardiometabolic
risk factors with CKD [30]. Accordingly, we observed
higher prevalence of traditional risk factors in subjects
with CKD as compared to subjects without CKD.
Moreover, some other investigators suggested that
CKD may be a marker merely for existence of clinic-
ally silent atherosclerotic disease or a marker of dur-
ation and severity of baseline cardiometabolic risk
factors [13].On the other hand ongoing research sug-
gests the possible causal mechanisms and presence of
non-traditional CVD risk factors in CKD populations
that contribute to a higher prevalence of CVD and
accelerated atherosclerosis in renal insufficiency
[31,32].
Our study has both limitations and strengths that de-

serve comment. We know that use of various indirect
estimates of renal function might lead to different con-
clusions and should be interpreted with caution [33]. In
this study, like most of the similar epidemiologic studies,
we used the MDRD equation formula to estimate GFR.
MDRD formula was derived from a population predom-
inantly with CKD and the efficient performance of this
equation in general population is open to question [34].
Furthermore MDRD has been shown to underestimate
true GFR in healthy populations [35]. The formula has



Table 3 Hazard Ratios (HRs) for incident CVD in 6,209 participants at baseline by CKD a and BMI b categories

Without CKD a With CKD

Variables BMI 18.5-24.9
(N= 1398)

BMI 25–29.9
(N= 2314)

BMI≥ 30
(N= 1548)

BMI 18.5-24.9
(N= 379)

BMI 25–29.9
(N= 418)

BMI≥ 30
(N= 152)

No. of person-years 12329 17274 9936 2094 4748 3834

No. of incidence CVD 64 135 82 30 78 50

Incidence rate 52 78 82 143 164 130

(per 10,000 person-years)

Unadjusted HRs 1 1.52 (1.13-2.06)* 1.60 (1.15-2.23)* 2.94 (1.90-4.55)* 3.36 (2.41-4.67)* 2.64 (1.82-3.83)*

Adjusted HRs

Model 1† 1 1.65 (1.22-2.22)* 2.03 (1.45-2.83)* 1.45(0.92-2.27) 2.02 (1.42-2.85)* 2.11 (1.42-3.12)*

Model 2{ 1 1.24 (0.86-1.79) 1.12 (0.62-1.99) 1.41(0.90-2.22) 1.43 (0.95-2.15) 1.08 (0.59-1.99)
a CKD status based on MDRD category.
b Body mass index.
†Model 1 was adjusted for age, sex.
{Model 2, we further adjusted for, smoking (reference: no), history of diabetes mellitus (reference: no), family history of premature CAD (reference: no), Hyper TG
(reference: TG< 150 mg/dl), Hyper TC (reference: TC< 240), hypertension (reference: SBP/DBP< 140/90 mmHg).
*P< 0.05.
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not been validated in our population and differences in
general characteristics of our subjects to those originally
used to MDRD formula could influence the accuracy of
our classifications. Also as another measurement limita-
tion, it must be addressed that data regarding urinary al-
bumin and protein excretion were not collected, and
hence the risk reported by some studies emphasizing the
notable role of albuminuria (stages 1 and 2 CKD) could
not be assessed for possible CVD outcomes in our popu-
lation [36-38]. Misclassification could have occurred in
this study, as subjects could have had changes in their
BMI and modifications of other relevant cardiovascular
risk factors during the follow-up period. However, this
concern is true for most epidemiologic studies that use
only baseline information for the exposure variable. The
physiologic decline of GFR by aging might also be a po-
tential source of misclassification and considering the
single measurement, some healthy individuals might
have been misclassified as having CKD, moreover due to
possible sampling error by single measurement, some
with an acute rise in GFR might have been misclassified
with respect to their CKD status, although this may be
unlikely in a community-based study. Finally this study
might not be statistically powered enough to show the
possible sex stratified association and the interaction be-
tween BMI and mild to moderate CKD in developing
CVD. On the other hand, the strengths of our analysis
include the examination of a large community-based
sample of men and women across a broad age spectrum
and the standardized assessment of CVD risk factors. In
addition, we were able to adjust for several important
confounding variables to explore the effects of BMI
groups and CKD status in CVD events. Moreover, only
about 11% (777 of 6,992) of the baseline participants
were lost to follow-up, which indicates low attrition rate.

Conclusions
In conclusion our findings imply that mild to moder-
ate CKD is not an independent risk factor for devel-
oping cardiovascular disease in a general population,
and no significant interaction was found between
BMI and CKD categories in CVD outcome. Consider-
ing the co-existence of CKD and cardiometabolic risk
factors, more attention must be given to the appro-
priate management of these risk factors to reduce
CVD events.

Abbreviations
CVD: Cardiovascular disease; CKD: Chronic kidney disease; GFR: Glomerular
filtration rate; eGFR: Estimated glomerular filtration rate; ESRD: End-stage
renal disease; BMI: Body mass index; TLGS: Tehran Lipid and Glucose Study;
TC: Total cholesterol; TG: Triglyceride; ADA: American Diabetes Association;
CAD: Coronary artery disease; NKF: National Kidney Foundation;
MDRD: Modification of Diet in Renal Disease; SBP: Systolic blood pressure;
DBP: Diastolic blood pressure.

Competing interests
All authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Acknowledgement
The authors would thank the participants and the TLGS personnel for their
collaboration. We would like to acknowledge Ms. N. Shiva for the English
editing of the manuscript.

Author details
1Obesity Research Center, Research Institute for Endocrine Science, Shahid
Beheshti University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran. 2Prevention of
Metabolic Disorders Research Center, Research Institute for Endocrine
Science, Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran.



Hosseinpanah et al. BMC Nephrology 2012, 13:59 Page 7 of 8
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2369/13/59
3Endocrine Research Center, Research Institute for Endocrine Science, Shahid
Beheshti University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran. 4Director, Obesity
Research Center, Research Institute for Endocrine Sciences, Shahid Beheshti
University of Medical Science, Tehran, Iran.

Authors’ contributions
FH conceived of the study and participated in its design, advised throughout
the study and its final approval and helped to draft the manuscript. MB and
HAG participated in its design and coordination, drafted the manuscript and
performed the statistical analysis. AAN, FS and FA reviewed the study design
and revised the manuscript. All authors read and approved the final
manuscript.

Received: 12 October 2011 Accepted: 16 July 2012
Published: 16 July 2012

References
1. Collins AJ, Foley RN, Herzog C, Chavers BM, Gilbertson D, Ishani A,

Kasiske BL, Liu J, Mau LW, McBean M, Murray A, St Peter W, Guo H, Li
Q, Li S, Peng Y, Qiu Y, Roberts T, Skeans M, Snyder J, Solid C, Wang C,
Weinhandl E, Zaun D, Arko C, Chen SC, Dalleska F, Daniels F, Dunning
S, Ebben J, et al: Excerpts from the US Renal Data System 2009
Annual Data Report. Am J Kidney Dis 2010, 55:1–420. A426-427.

2. Sarnak MJ, Levey AS, Schoolwerth AC, Coresh J, Culleton B, Hamm LL,
McCullough PA, Kasiske BL, Kelepouris E, Klag MJ, Parfrey P, Pfeffer M, Raij L,
Spinosa DJ, Wilson PW: Kidney disease as a risk factor for development of
cardiovascular disease: a statement from the American Heart Association
Councils on Kidney in Cardiovascular Disease, High Blood Pressure
Research, Clinical Cardiology, and Epidemiology and Prevention.
Circulation 2003, 108:2154–2169.

3. Cheung AK, Sarnak MJ, Yan G, Berkoben M, Heyka R, Kaufman A, Lewis J,
Rocco M, Toto R, Windus D, Ornt D, Levey AS: Cardiac diseases in
maintenance hemodialysis patients: results of the HEMO Study. Kidney
Int 2004, 65:2380–2389.

4. Longenecker JC, Coresh J, Powe NR, Levey AS, Fink NE, Martin A, Klag MJ:
Traditional cardiovascular disease risk factors in dialysis patients
compared with the general population: the CHOICE Study. J Am Soc
Nephrol 2002, 13:1918–1927.

5. Kalantar-Zadeh K, Streja E, Kovesdy CP, Oreopoulos A, Noori N, Jing J,
Nissenson AR, Krishnan M, Kopple JD, Mehrotra R, Anker SD: The obesity
paradox and mortality associated with surrogates of body size and
muscle mass in patients receiving hemodialysis. Mayo Clin Proc 2010,
85:991–1001.

6. Manjunath G, Tighiouart H, Coresh J, Macleod B, Salem DN, Griffith JL, Levey
AS, Sarnak MJ: Level of kidney function as a risk factor for cardiovascular
outcomes in the elderly. Kidney Int 2003, 63:1121–1129.

7. Foley RN, Murray AM, Li S, Herzog CA, McBean AM, Eggers PW, Collins AJ:
Chronic kidney disease and the risk for cardiovascular disease, renal
replacement, and death in the United States Medicare population, 1998
to 1999. J Am Soc Nephrol 2005, 16:489–495.

8. Hallan S, Astor B, Romundstad S, Aasarod K, Kvenild K, Coresh J: Association
of kidney function and albuminuria with cardiovascular mortality in
older vs younger individuals: The HUNT II Study. Arch Intern Med 2007,
167:2490–2496.

9. McCullough PA, Jurkovitz CT, Pergola PE, McGill JB, Brown WW, Collins AJ,
Chen SC, Li S, Singh A, Norris KC, Klag MJ, Bakris GL: Independent
components of chronic kidney disease as a cardiovascular risk state:
results from the Kidney Early Evaluation Program (KEEP). Arch Intern Med
2007, 167:1122–1129.

10. Pinkau T, Hilgers KF, Veelken R, Mann JF: How does minor renal
dysfunction influence cardiovascular risk and the management of
cardiovascular disease? J Am Soc Nephrol 2004, 15:517–523.

11. Cho I, Min HS, Chun EJ, Park SK, Choi Y, Blumenthal RS, Rivera JJ, Nasir
K, Kim YJ, Sohn DW, Oh BH, Park YB, Chang HJ: Coronary
atherosclerosis detected by coronary CT angiography in
asymptomatic subjects with early chronic kidney disease.
Atherosclerosis 2010, 208:406–411.

12. Culleton BF, Larson MG, Wilson PW, Evans JC, Parfrey PS, Levy D:
Cardiovascular disease and mortality in a community-based cohort
with mild renal insufficiency. Kidney Int 1999, 56:2214–2219.
13. Garg AX, Clark WF, Haynes RB, House AA: Moderate renal insufficiency and
the risk of cardiovascular mortality: results from the NHANES I. Kidney Int
2002, 61:1486–1494.

14. Hosseinpanah F, Kasraei F, Nassiri AA, Azizi F: High prevalence of chronic
kidney disease in Iran: a large population-based study. BMC Public Health
2009, 9:44.

15. Azizi F, Ghanbarian A, Momenan AA, Hadaegh F, Mirmiran P, Hedayati M,
Mehrabi Y, Zahedi-Asl S: Prevention of non-communicable disease in a
population in nutrition transition: Tehran Lipid and Glucose Study
phase II. Trials 2009, 10:5.

16. Hadaegh F, Harati H, Ghanbarian A, Azizi F: Association of total cholesterol
versus other serum lipid parameters with the short-term prediction of
cardiovascular outcomes: Tehran Lipid and Glucose Study. Eur J
Cardiovasc Prev Rehabil 2006, 13:571–577.

17. Grundy SM, Cleeman JI, Merz CN, Brewer HB Jr, Clark LT, Hunninghake
DB, Pasternak RC, Smith SC Jr: Stone NJ: Implications of recent clinical
trials for the National Cholesterol Education Program Adult
Treatment Panel III guidelines. Circulation 2004, 110:227–239.

18. Report of the expert committee on the diagnosis and classification of
diabetes mellitus. Diabetes Care 2003, 26(1):5–20.

19. Kobe Bryant: Executive Summary of The Third Report of The National
Cholesterol Education Program (NCEP) Expert Panel on Detection,
Evaluation, And Treatment of High Blood Cholesterol In Adults
(Adult Treatment Panel III). JAMA 2001, 285:2486–2497.

20. Levey AS, Bosch JP, Lewis JB, Greene T, Rogers N, Roth D: A more accurate
method to estimate glomerular filtration rate from serum creatinine: a
new prediction equation. Modification of Diet in Renal Disease Study Group.
Ann Intern Med 1999, 130:461–470.

21. K/DOQI clinical practice guidelines for chronic kidney disease: evaluation,
classification, and stratification. Am J Kidney Dis 2002, 39:S1–266.

22. Weiner DE, Tighiouart H, Amin MG, Stark PC, MacLeod B, Griffith JL,
Salem DN, Levey AS, Sarnak MJ: Chronic kidney disease as a risk
factor for cardiovascular disease and all-cause mortality: a pooled
analysis of community-based studies. J Am Soc Nephrol 2004,
15:1307–1315.

23. Tonelli M, Wiebe N, Culleton B, House A, Rabbat C, Fok M, McAlister F, Garg
AX: Chronic kidney disease and mortality risk: a systematic review. J Am
Soc Nephrol 2006, 17:2034–2047.

24. Henry RM, Kostense PJ, Bos G, Dekker JM, Nijpels G, Heine RJ, Bouter LM,
Stehouwer CD: Mild renal insufficiency is associated with increased
cardiovascular mortality: The Hoorn Study. Kidney Int 2002, 62:1402–1407.

25. Van Biesen W, De Bacquer D, Verbeke F, Delanghe J, Lameire N,
Vanholder R: The glomerular filtration rate in an apparently healthy
population and its relation with cardiovascular mortality during
10 years. Eur Heart J 2007, 28:478–483.

26. Manjunath G, Tighiouart H, Ibrahim H, MacLeod B, Salem DN, Griffith JL,
Coresh J, Levey AS, Sarnak MJ: Level of kidney function as a risk factor for
atherosclerotic cardiovascular outcomes in the community. J Am Coll
Cardiol 2003, 41:47–55.

27. Hallan SI, Dahl K, Oien CM, Grootendorst DC, Aasberg A, Holmen J, Dekker
FW: Screening strategies for chronic kidney disease in the general
population: follow-up of cross sectional health survey. BMJ 2006,
333:1047.

28. Muntner P, He J, Hamm L, Loria C, Whelton PK: Renal insufficiency and
subsequent death resulting from cardiovascular disease in the United
States. J Am Soc Nephrol 2002, 13:745–753.

29. Go AS, Chertow GM, Fan D, McCulloch CE, Hsu CY: Chronic kidney disease
and the risks of death, cardiovascular events, and hospitalization.
N Engl J Med 2004, 351:1296–1305.

30. Muntner P, He J, Astor BC, Folsom AR, Coresh J: Traditional and
nontraditional risk factors predict coronary heart disease in chronic
kidney disease: results from the atherosclerosis risk in communities
study. J Am Soc Nephrol 2005, 16:529–538.

31. Kendrick J, Chonchol MB: Nontraditional risk factors for cardiovascular
disease in patients with chronic kidney disease. Nat Clin Pract Nephrol
2008, 4:672–681.

32. Schiffrin EL, Lipman ML, Mann JF: Chronic kidney disease: effects on the
cardiovascular system. Circulation 2007, 116:85–97.

33. Verhave JC, Gansevoort RT, Hillege HL, De Zeeuw D, Curhan GC, De
Jong PE: Drawbacks of the use of indirect estimates of renal



Hosseinpanah et al. BMC Nephrology 2012, 13:59 Page 8 of 8
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2369/13/59
function to evaluate the effect of risk factors on renal function.
J Am Soc Nephrol 2004, 15:1316–1322.

34. Lin J, Knight EL, Hogan ML, Singh AK: A comparison of prediction
equations for estimating glomerular filtration rate in adults without
kidney disease. J Am Soc Nephrol 2003, 14:2573–2580.

35. Delanaye P, Cavalier E, Krzesinski JM, Chapelle JP: Why the MDRD equation
should not be used in patients with normal renal function (and normal
creatinine values)? Clin Nephrol 2006, 66:147–148.

36. de Jong PE, Gansevoort RT: Fact or fiction of the epidemic of chronic
kidney disease–let us not squabble about estimated GFR only, but also
focus on albuminuria. Nephrol Dial Transplant 2008, 23:1092–1095.

37. Hillege HL, Fidler V, Diercks GF, van Gilst WH, de Zeeuw D, van Veldhuisen
DJ, Gans RO, Janssen WM, Grobbee DE, de Jong PE: Urinary albumin
excretion predicts cardiovascular and noncardiovascular mortality in
general population. Circulation 2002, 106:1777–1782.

38. Foster MC, Hwang SJ, Larson MG, Parikh NI, Meigs JB, Vasan RS, Wang TJ,
Levy D, Fox CS: Cross-classification of microalbuminuria and reduced
glomerular filtration rate: associations between cardiovascular disease
risk factors and clinical outcomes. Arch Intern Med 2007, 167:1386–1392.

doi:10.1186/1471-2369-13-59
Cite this article as: Hosseinpanah et al.: “Association between moderate
renal insufficiency and cardiovascular events in a general population:
Tehran lipid and glucose study”. BMC Nephrology 2012 13:59.
Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit


	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Conclusion

	Background
	Methods
	Study participants
	Baseline survey
	Follow-up survey
	Definitions
	Statistical methods

	Results
	Discussion
	link_Tab1
	link_Fig1
	link_Tab2
	Conclusions
	Competing interests
	Acknowledgement
	Author details
	link_Tab3
	Authors&rsquo; contributions
	References
	link_CR1
	link_CR2
	link_CR3
	link_CR4
	link_CR5
	link_CR6
	link_CR7
	link_CR8
	link_CR9
	link_CR10
	link_CR11
	link_CR12
	link_CR13
	link_CR14
	link_CR15
	link_CR16
	link_CR17
	link_CR18
	link_CR19
	link_CR20
	link_CR21
	link_CR22
	link_CR23
	link_CR24
	link_CR25
	link_CR26
	link_CR27
	link_CR28
	link_CR29
	link_CR30
	link_CR31
	link_CR32
	link_CR33
	link_CR34
	link_CR35
	link_CR36
	link_CR37
	link_CR38


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.440 793.440]
>> setpagedevice


