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Starfish cataract

Figure 1: Anterior segment photograph of the right eye showing seven radial spokes
with vacuolating opacities, radiating from the center of the posterior capsule, giving

a starfish-like appearance of the cataract

A 7-year-old male with a history of right eye scleral buckling
for total rhegmatogenous retinal detachment presented with
a best corrected visual acuity of 20/200. Slit lamp examination
showed the presence of seven radial spokes, each consisting of
vacuolated opacities radiating from the center of the posterior
capsule, giving a starfish-like appearance of the cataract [Fig. 1].

Cataractis a common complication after retinal detachment
surgery; most commonly pars plana vitrectomy and rarely
scleral buckling surgery. Posterior subcapsular capsular
cataract is the most common type in such cases. Surgical
extraction of the cataract with intraocular lens implantation is
recommended if the cataract is visually significant.!'?
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