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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

WILEY

Response of the authors regarding article: “Association
between electrocardiographic features and mortality in

COVID-19 patients”

Dear Editor,
The authors of the recently published article “Association between
electrocardiographic features and mortality in COVID-19” (Antwi-
Amoabeng et al., 2021) find it necessary to respond to the com-
mentary submitted by Mahmoudi et al (Mahmoudi et al., 2021). We
could not appreciate any challenges to any of our findings, nor did
we garner any editorial highlights for clarification or illumination.
The greatest part of their submission was devoted to a lengthy dis-
cussion on methodology and approaches for measuring QT inter-
val or indices of ventricular repolarization. Baseline QT interval was
measured among our patient population due to some background
exposure to QT-prolonging drugs. However, we did not find nor re-
port any disparate clinical ventricular arrhythmias or sudden cardiac
death in our study. We reported disparate findings of sinus tachy-
cardia and atrial fibrillation that appear to portend an increased risk
of death. Different parameters of risk assessment for ventricular
arrhythmias have been proposed in experimental animal and clini-
cal models (Gbadebo et al., 2002), but these are not germane to
our referenced article. We acknowledge that some aspects of our
findings and reports are limited and can be better refined. Another
recent publication has incorporated data from our article in a meta-
analysis examining the impact of LBBB on COVID-19 disease (Zuin
et al., 2021). We welcome thoughtful, worthy, and pertinent com-
mentaries that can further educate, illuminate, and advance our un-
derstanding of risk predictors in patients with COVID-19.

Sincerely,

T. David Gbadebo, MD, FACC, FHRS

Daniel Antwi-Amoabeng, MD, MSc

Bryce D. Beutler, MD

Mark B. Ulanja, MD, MPH

T. David Gbadebo?
Daniel Antwi—Amoabeng2

Bryce D. Beutler?
Mark B. Ulanja?

1Emory Decatur Hospital, Cardiology Section, Decatur, GA, USA
2Department of Internal Medicine, University of Nevada Reno
School of Medicine, Reno, NV, USA

Correspondence

Bryce D. Beutler, Department of Internal Medicine,
University of Nevada Reno School of Medicine, 1155 Mill St.
W-11, Reno, NV, 89502, USA.

Email: brycebeutler85@gmail.com

ORCID

Bryce D. Beutler "= https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5071-1826

REFERENCES

Antwi-Amoabeng, D., Beutler, B. D., Singh, S., Taha, M., Ghuman, J.,
Hanfy, A., Manasewitsch, N. T., Ulanja, M. B., Ghuman, J., Awad,
M., Gullapalli, N., & Gbadebo, T. D. (2021). Association between
electrocardiographic features and mortality in COVID-19 patients.
Annals of Noninvasive Electrocardiology, 26(4), €12833. https://doi.
org/10.1111/anec.12833.

Gbadebo, T. D., Trimble, R. W., Khoo, M. S., Temple, J., Roden, D. M., &
Anderson, M. E. (2002). Calmodulin inhibitor W-7 unmasks a novel
electrocardiographic parameter that predicts initiation of torsade
de pointes. Circulation, 105(6), 770-774. https://doi.org/10.1161/
hc0602.103724.

Mahmoudi, E., Keykhaei, M., Yarmohammadi, H., & Mollazadeh, R.
(2021). Letter to the Editor regarding article "Association between
electrocardiographic features and mortality in COVID-19 patients".
Annals of Noninvasive Electrocardiology, 17, €12869. https://doi.
org/10.1111/anec.12869.

Zuin, M., Rigatelli, G., Roncon, L., & Zuliani, G. (2021). Left Bundle Branch
Block and Mortality in COVID-19 Patients. American Journal of
Cardiology, 28(153), 149-150. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amjca

rd.2021.05.031.

This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which permits use, distribution and reproduction in any medium,

provided the original work is properly cited.

© 2021 The Authors. Annals of Noninvasive Electrocardiology published by Wiley Periodicals LLC.

Ann Noninvasive Electrocardiol. 2021;26:€12886.
https://doi.org/10.1111/anec.12886

wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/anec 1of1l


www.wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/anec
mailto:﻿
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5071-1826
mailto:brycebeutler85@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5071-1826
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5071-1826
https://doi.org/10.1111/anec.12833
https://doi.org/10.1111/anec.12833
https://doi.org/10.1161/hc0602.103724
https://doi.org/10.1161/hc0602.103724
https://doi.org/10.1111/anec.12869
https://doi.org/10.1111/anec.12869
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amjcard.2021.05.031
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amjcard.2021.05.031
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

