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Silver-colored colonies of Staphylococcus argenteus 
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We present a case of a 74-year-old man with Staphylococcus argenteus 
bacteremia from a shunt used during hemodialysis. The gram-positive 
organism isolated from the blood culture was initially identified as 
S. aureus by matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization time-of-flight 
mass spectrometry. However, the isolated pathogen formed silver col-
onies (Fig. 1A), which is atypical for S. aureus, which typically forms 
gold colonies (Fig. 1B). Genetic analysis revealed the isolated strain was 
S. argenteus, a new subspecies under S. aureus [1]. S. argenteus forms its 
characteristic silver colony due to the absence of the carotenoid pigment 
staphyloxanthin [1]. A recent study revealed S. argenteus bacteremia has 
a higher mortality rate than S. aureus bacteremia [2]. Physicians also 
should be aware that although S. argenteus may be pathogenically 
similar to S. aureus, its characteristic silver-colored colonies may aid in 
its identification because identifying S. argenteus by conventional 
microbiology methods is difficult as described in this case. 
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Fig. 1. Silver colonies of S. argenteus (Fig. 1A) and gold colonies of S. aureus (Fig. 1B) on BBL Trypticase Soy Agar (Becton, Dickinson and Company).  
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