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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: Seed viability is essential to have a homogeneous plant population. The seed industry cannot
Seed quality adopt traditional procedures for seed viability evaluation since they are destructive, time-
Paddy seed

consuming, and need chemicals. This study aimed to investigate the potential of combining
hyperspectral and color image features to differentiate viable and non-viable paddy seeds. The
hyperspectral and color image of the 355 paddy seeds was captured and later used to examine
their viability. An image processing algorithm was developed to extract features from color im-
ages of paddy seeds and investigated significant differences in the retrieved feature data using
variance analysis. The spectra were extracted from the selected region of interest (ROI) of the
hyperspectral paddy seed image and averaged. In the next step, the partial least square
discrimination analysis (PLS-DA) model was developed to distinguish viable and non-viable
paddy seeds. Initially, the PLS-DA model was developed using spectral data with different pre-
processing techniques, and the result obtained an accuracy of 88.9 % in the calibration set and
86.1 % in the prediction set using Savitzky-Golay 2" derivative preprocessed spectra. With the
fusion of spectral and significant color image features, the model’s accuracy improved to 93.3 %
and 90.9 % in the calibration and prediction sets, respectively. Results also showed that the fusion
of selected color image features with Savitzky-Golay 2" derjvative preprocessed spectra could
achieve higher Fl-score, recall, and precision values. The visualization map for the viable and
non-viable paddy seeds was also developed utilizing the most effective predictive model. The
results demonstrate the possibility of using the fusion of the hyperspectral and color image fea-
tures to sort seeds according to viability, which may be applied in developing an online seed
sorting method.

Viability
Hyperspectral imaging
Machine vision

1. Introduction

Paddy (Oryza sativa) or rice is the most important staple crop in Asia and a significant source of food for nearly half of the world’s
population [1]. In many countries, including Bangladesh, India, and China rice consumption accounts for more than 50 % of the daily
caloric intake of the population. Paddy is also a key source of income for millions of smallholder farmers in Asia. According to the
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), following China and India, Bangladesh is the world’s third-largest producer of rice
[2]. Seed is one of the most critical factors in the production of crops and should be considered at the first stage of crop cultivation, and
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need to use good quality paddy seeds [3]. Several factors influence seed quality, including genetic purity, physical purity, moisture
content, and viability. A crucial aspect of seed quality is viability, strongly related to germination rate, resilience to biotic and abiotic
stress, and plant performance [4], which falls out as storage time increases [5]. Under the International Seed Testing Association
(ISTA) guidelines, the conventional techniques for evaluating the viability of paddy seeds include tetrazolium staining [6,7], con-
ductivity tests [8], immunoassay tests, accelerated ageing tests, and germination tests [9-11]. However, the traditional methods of
determining paddy seed viability have some drawbacks. Such as, these methods are time-consuming and may take up to several weeks
to produce results; they are not always accurate and may produce false positives or false negatives, leading to inaccurate predictions of
seed viability and also damage or destroy the seed being tested, making it unsuitable for planting or further testing [12]. This is
especially difficult when dealing with rare or valuable seed varieties. Hyperspectral imaging (HSI) and machine vision systems are
simple, quick, contact-free, and non-destructive technologies that have been successfully used for crop seeds, including rice [3,13-21],
maize [22-26], wheat [27], soybean [28-30], sugar beat [31,32], hazelnut [33], peanut [34], watermelon [35], sunflower [36] and
muskmelon [37], etc. In the previous study, Qi et al. [18] applied a technique to detect rice seed vigour using near-infrared hyper-
spectral imaging and convolutional neural network (CNN) model with different transfer learning. The experimental results showed
that the convolutional neural network model with MixStyle transfer knowledge reached an average of 85.11 % accuracy in validation
sets. Hong et al. [19] developed a technology to predict the viability of rice seeds using visible-near infrared (VIS-NIR) hyperspectral
imaging system and spectral-spatial information modelling, namely CNN, PLS-CNN, and dual branch networks applied for viability
prediction, and the result shows that an accuracy and F1 scores of approximately 90 % and 86.49 %, respectively. Jin et al. [20]
determined the viability and vigour of naturally-aged rice seeds using near-infrared hyperspectral imaging with machine learning
algorithms. The overall results showed that deep learning methods and conventional machine learning methods could predict the
viability and vigour of different rice seeds well, and the accuracy of most models was over 85 %. Qi et al. [21] detected the viability of
natural ageing seeds using near-infrared hyperspectral imaging, spectral angle mapper generative adversarial network (SAM-GAN)
and CNN model with real data modelling, fake data modeling and mixed modeling of real data and fake data. The accuracy of the CNN
model established by real data modelling, fake data modeling and mixing real data with fake data generated by SAM-GAN reaches
nearly 72.65 %, 74.50 % and 98.71 %, respectively, for the mix of four rice varieties. Most of the above method is mainly based on
spectral information, and the image information has not been analyzed. In this study, combining hyperspectral and color image
features such as color, morphological, and textural characteristics was used as an indicator of seed viability. This fusion can provide a
comprehensive view of the paddy seed’s internal and external characteristics. However, to the best of our knowledge, no reports have
yet addressed on the feature fusion of color and spectral features form hyperspectral image to examine the viability of paddy seeds.
Therefore, this study investigated the possibility of combining color and spectral features form hyperspectral image to discriminate
viable and non-viable paddy seeds. The specific objectives of this study were to acquire and extract corresponding spectral data from
the color and hyperspectral image feature of the paddy seed; develop and evaluate a multivariate model of classification for paddy seed
viability, and finally, develop the chemical image using the most effective model of prediction to assess the paddy seed viability.

2. Materials and method
2.1. Paddy sample selection

A total of 2 kg of fresh paddy seeds (BRRI dhan28) were brought from the local market of Mymensingh City, Bangladesh. The grains
were long and slender, with an average length of 7.5-8.5 mm and a width of 2.7-3.0 mm. Three hundred fifty five seeds were selected

from the purchased lot, free from disease, cracks, and discoloration, and placed randomly with labels into ten sample trays for
hyperspectral and color image acquisition.
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(a) Schematic diagram (b) Experimental setup

Fig. 1. The color image acquisition system for paddy seed. (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend, the reader is referred to
the Web version of this article.)
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2.2. Image acquisition

2.2.1. Color image acquisition

A camera (DFK 42AU02, Imaging source, Germany) with a lens (Pentax, Tokyo, Japan) was used to acquire the color image of
paddy seeds. Four LED lights (4000K, OEM&ODM, China) were positioned in such a way as to provide the best possible visibility of the
sample, with each measuring 30 cm in length and having a power rating of 6 W. A sheet of white paper was used to conduct a white
balancing before the acquisition of images. A polarizing filter (Edmund Optics, NY, USA) was also used to remove any halation caused
by reflected light. The filter was placed in front of the camera lens to eliminate any unwanted reflections that could interfere with the
quality of the images. The schematic and experimental setup of the color image acquisition system for paddy seed is shown in Fig. 1(a)
and (b), respectively. The sample tray with labeled seeds was positioned beneath the camera on a dark surface for every image
acquisition. A 12 cm gap was maintained between the paddy seed and the camera. Once the images were captured, the image was
transferred to a computer for further processing.

2.2.2. Hyperspectral image acquisition

A desktop hyperspectral imaging device (HSVIS-12bit-15fps, HYSPIM, Sweden) was used in this study to acquire images of the
paddy seeds. The schematic and experimental setup of the hyperspectral image acquisition system for paddy seed is shown in Fig. 2(a)
and (b), respectively. The system included a line-scan image spectrograph covering the spectral range of 400-800 nm with a trans-
lation stage, a lighting system, and built-in computer software for controlling the camera. The spectral range has 367 bands with a
resolution of 2 nm each. Four tungsten-halogen lights were used as light sources to illuminate the paddy seed samples. Before capturing
the images, the white balance was adjusted using a sheet of white paper, while the black balance was adjusted using a cover placed in
front of the lens. During image acquisition, the translation stage was used to move a sample tray with labeled seeds through the system
underneath the camera. The images were captured by scanning the tray line by line. The scanning speed was 0.5 cm/s, and a 25 cm gap
was maintained between the camera and the sample. After acquiring the 3-D image data cube, the spectral data were extracted from
each paddy seed image’s selected region of interest (ROI) using the built-in computer-assisted software and then averaged. The labeled
spectral and image data were then transferred to a computer to further develop the multivariate classification model.

2.3. Paddy seed viability test

After acquiring color and hyperspectral images, the paddy seed samples were subjected to a viability test to confirm their ability to
germinate. The testing process followed the International Seed Testing Association’s (ISTA) guidelines. For this purpose, petri dishes
were used to contain sterile sand moistened to a field capacity. The labeled seeds were placed in the containers and exposed to lab-
oratory conditions with a 25-30 °C temperature range and relative humidity of 70-80 %. The counting of viable seeds was performed
fourteen days after the seed set. During the counting process, any abnormal seedlings, dead seeds, and non-germinated seeds were
considered non-viable, whereas normal seedlings were considered viable. Based on the seed viability results obtained from the test, the
viable and non-viable seed samples were labeled accordingly.

2.4. Data analysis
2.4.1. Color image analysis
The paddy seed color images should be separate from the background. At first, the color images were transformed to HSV color

space, and the channel histogram was used to establish the threshold value. The chosen histogram threshold value was then used to
construct a masked image, and imfill and bwareaopen operations were applied to remove all small artifacts. The segmented paddy seed
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Fig. 2. The hyperspectral image acquisition system for paddy seed.
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image was obtained using the resulting masked image. This process was repeated for every paddy seed image. The segmented paddy
seed image was then analyzed, and seven color indexes were extracted, which include the average red (R), green (G), and blue colors
(B), brightness (BR), and normalized red (NRI), green (NGI), and blue indices (NBI) according to the previous study [3]. For each
segmented paddy seed image, nine morphological features were obtained using an ellipse-based method [38,39], which include area,
perimeter, major and minor axis length, orientation, eccentricity, solidity, extent, and equivalent diameter. The surface texture of the
seed is a significant characteristic to consider in image analysis, and many researchers use a method called grey-level co-occurrence
matrix (GLCM) to measure it [39,40]. In the proposed study, four textural features, which include contrast, correlation, energy, and
homogeneity, were derived from the GLCM.

2.4.2. Statistical analysis of features

The ANOVA (Analysis of Variance) is a statistical technique used to test for variations between the means of two or more groups
that are statistically significant. In this study, ANOVA was used to analyze the features of each paddy seed and determine if there were
any significant differences between the viable and non-viable groups. The ANOVA test calculates the F-statistic, which quantifies the
ratio of the between-group variance to the within-group variance. A high F-statistic indicates that there are significant differences
between the groups, while a low F-statistic indicates that the differences are not significant. The extracted color, morphology, and
texture features were imported into Microsoft Excel 2016 and categorized into viable and non-viable for each feature based on the
viability test. Finally, ANOVA was performed using Microsoft Excel 2016 to analyze the features of each paddy seed and determine if
there were any significant differences between them.

2.4.3. Spectral data analysis

Spectral analysis is a technique used to obtain information about a sample’s chemical and physical properties based on its spectral
signature. In the case of paddy seed samples, spectral analysis can provide valuable information about their moisture, protein, and
starch content, among other characteristics. By analyzing the spectra, we can determine the viability of the seeds based on their
chemical and physical properties. During the acquisition of spectra, noise from many physical elements, such as sensor sensitivity, light
source, ambient temperature, and electric field noise, frequently affects the spectra data collected from the spectroscopic devices.
Hence, the preprocessing of spectral data using mathematical analyses is essential to extract relevant information from the sample and
eliminate undesirable spectral data fluctuations. The preprocessing techniques are used to correct the spectrum, enhance the spectral
signal, and minimize unwanted information, including baseline shifts, path-length variations, scatter variations, and background noise
[41,42]. In this study, the averaged spectra were independently preprocessed using different methods like normalization, multipli-
cative scatter correlation (MSC), standard normal variable (SNV), and Savitzky-Golay derivatives to remove obtrusive noise from the
original data and make the spectral data more suitable for analysis.

2.4.4. Multivariate classification model

Spectral data can be very complex due to a large number of variables, making it challenging to interpret the data effectively. Each
variable may represent a specific trait of the sample, or it may not correspond to anything at all. Therefore, analyzing such complex
data requires using multivariate data analysis tools. The most popular and practical multivariate classification model to analyze
spectral data is partial least squares regression/discriminant analysis (PLSR/PLS-DA), principal component analysis (PCA), support
vector machine (SVM), linear discriminant analysis (LDA), artificial neural network (ANN), etc. This study used the PLS-DA multi-
variate classification technique to distinguish viable paddy seeds from non-viable paddy seeds.

The partial least square-discriminant analysis (PLS-DA) is an algorithm of classification that is useful for both predictive and
descriptive modeling and for selecting relevant variables. It seeks to find the latent variables that explain the maximum covariance
between the predictors (spectra/features) and the response (class labels) variables. These variables are then used to construct a linear
discriminant function that separates the classes in the data in the most optimal way. The PLS-DA was utilized to classify paddy seeds
according to their viability. The response variable Y in PLS-DA is a collection of binary variables related to the sample’s categories or
classes. The PLS-DA is stated as follows:

Y=Xb+E 1)

Where X is a matrix of order n x p that contains the image feature of every class; b is the coefficient of regression, and E is the term for
error. The spectral data of viable and non-viable seeds were put in a matrix X and an artificial value representing class was present in
the Y matrix for this study’s creation of the PLS-DA model, as shown below:

v — { 1 = sample belongs to viable group @

3 = sample belongs to non — viable group

A baseline of +1.5 was used for each group to appropriately identify the samples. Samples within the range of +1.5 from any group
were regarded as belonging to that group. In this study, the classification model was developed using a dataset randomly divided into
two groups: a training set of 60 % of the data and a prediction set of 40 %. During the calibration model development, the approach of
10-fold cross-validation was used. Several factors were taken into account when assessing the classification model’s performance,
including the number of samples in the external prediction set that the model correctly classified as belonging to the modeled category
and accepted, the number of samples that the model correctly classified as not belonging to the modeled category and rejected, F1-
score, precision, recall and overall accuracy. The Fl-score was a measure of prediction accuracy that was calculated from the
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precision and recall, where the precision was the number of true positive results divided by the number of all positive results, including
those not identified correctly, and the recall was the number of true positive results divided by the number of all samples that should
have been identified as positive. The overall accuracy was calculated as the percentage of actual results from all instances examined in
the study. A higher accuracy value indicates a better-performing model. The MATLAB software [43] was used for image processing,
feature extraction, and creation of the classification model.

2.4.5. Viability prediction and visualization

In this work, the beta coefficient of the classification model for the combined hyperspectral and selected features from the color
image was used to develop visual maps for the differentiation of the viable and non-viable paddy seeds. The HSI at the optimal
wavelengths was unfolded into a 2-D matrix and multiplied with the regression coefficients together with the summation of the color
characteristics coefficient acquired from the fusion classification model to produce maps for the samples. After that, the generated
vector was folded back to the 2-D image, on which a median filter of order 5 x 5 was applied to improve the visual representation. All
the image processing steps involved in the visualization goals were performed using a program developed with MATLAB software [43].

3. Result and discussion
3.1. Characteristics of spectral profiles

Fig. 3 shows the average relative reflectance spectra at the spectral range (400-800 nm) using 368 bands (variables). The graph
indicates that viable and non-viable seeds exhibit identical spectral patterns, with viable seeds having higher reflectance than non-
viable seeds.

At wavelengths between 600 and 800 nm, the average values of spectra of viable seeds were higher. As seen from the second
derivative spectra, there is a peak at the wavelengths 600 nm. This wavelength was mainly related to the color of the paddy seeds.
However, for 2™ derivatives of average reflectance spectra, the spectral differences among the viable and non-viable seeds were not
significant.

3.2. Statistics of measured samples and feature selection

Of the 355 seeds, 221 were found to be viable in this experiment, while the remaining 134 were non-viable, resulting in an overall
viability percentage of 60.6 %. In this study, the ANOVA: Single factor test was used to investigate whether there was a noteworthy
variation in the image features between viable and non-viable seeds.

To conduct the ANOVA test, the F-value was calculated, which measures the ratio of the variance between the groups and the
variance within the groups. The F-value was then compared to the critical value of F at a level of significance of 5 %, which is the
threshold value above which the differences between groups are considered statistically significant. The critical value of F at a 5 %
level of significance was determined to be 3.861. The ANOVA test results are presented in Table 1, which shows the F values for each of
the 20 features extracted from the paddy seed images. The test results showed that for 8 out of the 20 features, the F value exceeded the
critical value of Fscq- This indicates that these eight features significantly differed between the viable and non-viable paddy seeds.
These significant features were used in further analysis and model development for seed viability classification.

3.3. Classification model

The study collected 355 spectra from paddy seeds to develop a general model for predicting seed viability. However, due to
inadequate spectral resolution, 03 of these spectra were not considered for analysis. This exclusion was likely necessary to ensure that
the data analyzed was of sufficient quality and to prevent any inaccurate results that may have arisen from low-quality spectra.
Therefore, the remaining 352 spectra were used in developing the classification model for predicting seed viability.
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Fig. 3. The average relative reflectance spectra with second derivatives for paddy seed.
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Fig. 4. Classification result of the developed model with Savitzsky-Golay 2nd derivative preprocessed spectra.
Table 1
Color image features and their F-values.
Feature F-value Feature F-value
Area 4.912 Correlation 4.305
Major Axis Length 2.309 Energy 0.496
Minor Axis Length 3.910 Homogeneity 0.157
Eccentricity 0.001 Red 2.828
Orientation 0.054 Green 3.944
Equivalent Diameter 4.997 Blue 3.965
Solidity 0.511 Brightness 3.915
Extent 0.287 NRI 2.051
Perimeter 3.907 NGI 1.290
Contrast 0.009 NBI 1.829

Table 2

Results of calibration model using spectra with different preprocessing techniques.

Preprocessing methods

Viable seeds (128)

Non-viable seeds (80)

F1-Score (%)

Recall (%)

Precision (%)

Overall accuracy (%)

Correct Incorrect Correct Incorrect
Min normalization 98 30 75 5 84.9 95.1 76.6 83.2
Max normalization 88 40 71 9 78.2 90.7 68.7 76.4
Range normalization 920 38 72 8 79.7 91.8 70.3 77.9
MSC 101 27 76 4 86.7 96.2 78.9 85.1
SNV 98 30 74 6 84.5 94.2 76.6 82.7
S-G 1*" derivatives 97 31 73 7 83.6 93.3 75.8 81.7
$-G 2" derivatives 108 20 77 3 90.4 97.3 84.4 88.9
Raw 91 37 71 9 79.8 91.0 71.1 77.9
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3.3.1. Classification model using spectra with different preprocessing techniques

Calibration and prediction models for the different preprocessed spectra were developed by using the PLS-DA method. After
preprocessing techniques, the PLS-DA model produced satisfactory accuracies that were adequate, indicating a distinction between
viable and non-viable seeds.

The calibration accuracy for paddy seed germinability was 76.4 %-88.9 % (Table 2) and it is clear that the greatest accuracy was
achieved by the Savitzsky-Golay 2" derivative among all the methods, with a value of 88.9 % in the calibration model, surpassing the
other techniques used in the study. The F1-score, recall, and precision for the Savitzsky-Golay 2" derivative preprocessed spectra-
based model were 90.4 %, 97.3 %, and 84.4 %, respectively. The Savitzsky-Golay 2nd preprocessed spectra-based model shows a
higher accuracy of calibration model out of all (Table 2) for classifying the viable and non-viable paddy seeds. When the calibrated
model was applied to the prediction set, the results were presented in Table 3 with an accuracy range of 75.4 %-86.1 %, and the
Savitzsky-Golay 2" derivative preprocessed spectra provided F1-score, recall, precision, and accuracy of 88.3 %, 92.7 %, 84.4 %, and
86.1 %, respectively. Using the Savitzsky-Golay 2" derivative preprocessing technique made it simpler to discern between viable and
non-viable paddy seeds by correcting the spectral baseline effect. In other words, the approach improves classification accuracy by
removing the deviation among the baseline spectra from different seeds.

Fig. 4 (a) and (b) depict the calibration and prediction classification model results using Savitzsky-Golay derivative pre-
processed spectra, respectively. The graph shows that the viable and non-viable paddy seeds can be differentiated accurately. How-
ever, some seeds are misclassified because of their spectra signature. The fact that the points for the viable and non-viable seeds are
clustered independently shows that the PLS-DA model can correctly categorize the seeds into their respective groups.

2nd

3.3.2. Spectra-based classification model with best preprocessing method and selected color image feature

Using the best preprocessing method and selected color image features that were identified through the ANOVA test, the classi-
fication model was developed to enhance its accuracy of the classification model. The results of the developed model are presented in
Table 4. The F1-score, recall, precision, and accuracy were found to be higher at 82.2 %, 93.9 %, 80.8 %, and 93.3 % for the calibration
dataset, respectively, and 80.9 %, 91.7 %, 79.1 %, and 90.9 % for prediction dataset respectively, compared with the result obtained
using only preprocessed spectra. These results suggest that the fusion of spectral data and the selected color image features have
improved the classification model’s accuracy. This model showed the better results that were reported for the seed viability using near-
infrared hyperspectral imaging combined with the CNN model with an accuracy of 72.65 % for the mix of four varieties rice seeds [21].
The selected color image features likely added additional information that helped to further distinguish between viable and non-viable
paddy seeds. The higher overall accuracy in the calibration and prediction datasets indicates that the classification model performs
more accurately than before, which is essential for practical applications.

The result of the calibration and prediction classification model with the best preprocessing method and the selected color image
feature is shown in Fig. 5 (a) and 5 (b), respectively. Based on these results, the fusion of hyperspectral with color image model has a
higher overall prediction performance due to the additional information that color, morphology, and textural feature helped to further
distinguish between viable and non-viable paddy seed. Therefore, it can be advantageous to use the hyperspectral image with color
image feature information rather than hyperspectral information to differentiate viable and non-viable paddy seeds.

3.4. Visualization map for the viable and non-viable paddy seed

Since each pixel in the HSI corresponds to a spectrum, it is possible to see the chemical components of a sample by looking at the
spectrum of individual pixels. In this study, the beta coefficients obtained from the classification model developed using Savitzsky-
Golay 2™ derivatives preprocessed spectra with the selected color image feature were applied to each pixel in an image to classify
the paddy seed based on viable and non-viable attributes. Fig. 6 (a) shows the original hyperspectral image, and Fig. 6 (b) shows the
visualization map of paddy seed based on viability, and it observed that the high intensity of color represents that the seed is more non-
viable, which corresponds with the spectra difference between the viable and non-viable paddy seeds. Also, some viable seeds were
classified as non-viable, and some misclassified. The distribution maps obtained from the current study show the benefits of HSI with
selected features from color images, and the results produced cannot be obtained with either conventional imaging or traditional
spectroscopy methods alone.

Table 3

Results of prediction model using spectra with different preprocessing techniques.
Preprocessing methods Viable seeds (90) Non-viable seeds (54) F1-Score (%) Recall (%) Precision (%) Overall accuracy (%)

Correct Incorrect Correct Incorrect

Min normalization 70 20 42 12 81.4 85.4 77.8 77.9
Max normalization 70 20 38 16 79.5 81.4 77.8 75.0
Range normalization 71 19 39 15 80.6 82.6 79.0 75.4
MSC 69 21 43 11 81.1 86.3 76.7 77.8
SNV 70 20 43 11 81.8 86.4 77.9 78.5
S-G 1% derivatives 69 21 41 13 80.2 84.1 76.7 76.4
$-G 2" derivatives 76 14 48 6 88.3 92.7 84.4 86.1
Raw 65 25 41 13 77.4 83.3 72.2 73.6
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Table 4
Results of the developed model using spectra and best preprocessing with the selected feature.
Data Set Viable seeds Non-viable seeds F1-Score Recall Precision Overall accuracy (%)
0, 0, 0,
Correct Incorrect Correct Incorrect (%) (%) (%)
Calibration 118 10 76 4 82.2 93.9 80.7 93.3
Prediction 83 7 48 6 80.9 91.7 79.1 90.9
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Fig. 5. Classification result of the developed model with the best preprocessing method and selected color image feature. (For interpretation of the
references to color in this figure legend, the reader is referred to the Web version of this article.)
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Fig. 6. Visualization map for the viable and non-viable paddy seed.
4. Conclusion
The study successfully demonstrated the feasibility of using hyperspectral image and selected color image features combined with a

classification model (PLS-DA) to discriminate viable and non-viable paddy seeds. The classification model based on spectra with the
different preprocessing techniques was developed, and the best spectra preprocessing technique was selected. The highest accuracy of



A.A. Siam et al. Heliyon 10 (2024) e36999

86.1 % was obtained using Savitzky-Golay 2" derivative preprocessed spectra. Additionally, the fusion of selected color image fea-
tures (such as color, morphological and textural) with spectra improved the accuracy of the classification model. The model was able to
classify the seeds with an accuracy of 93.3 % in the calibration set and 90.9 % in the prediction set. Also, the model has showed a high
Fl-score, recall, and precision using the fusion of selected color image features with Savitzky-Golay 2" derjvatives preprocessed
spectra. Finally, a visualization map was created to transfer the prediction model to each pixel in the image and determine the viable
and non-viable paddy seeds for real-time assessment. This indicates that the model is accurate in predicting the viability of the seeds
based on spectral and color image feature information. Further, an automated online system could be developed to make this work
more effective and fruitful. Additionally, the paddy varietal purity algorithm could be added, which will measure along with paddy
seed viability inspection system.
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