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We  thank Doctor De Marchi for his comment [1] about our
observation [2]. We  agree that vaccine protection against SARS-
CoV2 is not exclusively through the humoral response. Your
example illustrates this point perfectly. Recent data from our
hematology colleagues show that in patients with lymphoma on B-
cell depleting therapy, a post-vaccination T-cell response remains
equivalent to that of healthy controls [3]. T-cell response may  also
induce a significant cross-recognition against SARS-CoV-2 vari-
ants [4]. To date, we do not have enough experience to know
whether this cellular vaccine response confers equivalent protec-
tion against severe forms of COVID as a combined humoral and
cellular response. Nevertheless, several elements show that the
multiplication of booster doses allows for the recovery of vaccine
responders. Thus, nearly 20% of seronegative patients seroconvert
after a third dose [5,6] and had a little increase in T-cell response
[7]. In our case report, anti SARS-CoV2 IgM rapidly became negative
and it was only after a third dose of vaccine (6 months later) that
correct humoral immunization was observed with significant IgG
levels. Although we currently have reassuring data on the vaccine
response, caution is still warranted and optimization of the vac-
cine response remains a major challenge in patients treated with
rituximab. Thus, the delay after the last rituximab infusion remains
important as well as the dose [8–10].
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Besanç on cedex, France
c Virology laboratory, CHRU de Besanç on, 3,
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d EA 4266 « EPILAB », UFR Santé, Franche-Comté
University, 19, rue Ambroise Paré, bâtiment S 25030
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