- Letter To Editor

The Role of World Health Organization in the Face of COVID-19 Global
Crisis: The Contradiction between Ethical Principles and Political

Tensions

Dear Editor,

The World Health Organization, abbreviated as WHO,
is one of the United Nations agencies established on
April 7, 1948, with the approval of the United Nations
General Assembly.['”! The WHO is responsible for guiding,
coordinating, and promoting the health of the world’s
people within the framework of the United Nations. In fact,
it provides control, organization, provision of consulting,
diagnostic, control, and therapeutic measures and measures
to countries around the world.!'?

Such an organization can be very helpful in dealing with
the problems and diseases that affect the world, such as the
COVID-19 pandemic in accordance with its policy, and
reduce the further conflict and harm of the countries of the
world with this disease.l?!

The WHO relies on donations from member states and
private organizations to finance itself. The WHO budget
for 2020-2021 is set at $ 4.84 billion.** The budget has
been requested and requested from member states, and
at the same time as the pandemic, the United States has
suspended funding to the WHO due to the “failure.”

Although the United States is the largest funding provider
for the WHO with 22%,* the President of the United
States has decided to suspend funding to the WHO in the
COVID-19 pandemic crisis. Such a situation highlights the
structural flaws of the WHO. Although the WHO has been
set up with a clear, efficient, and appropriate goal and can
be effective in the COVID-19 pandemic, it has been funded
by the Member States. If a member such as the United
States, which pays the largest share of the organization’s
financial resources, allows itself to so-called “punish” the
organization by a mistake or action that is considered wrong
by that country, the performance of this global organization
can be hugely endangered or practically suspended.

The current situation shows the political nature of
this organization, that every country thinks that based
on the share of budget they provide to the WHO,
they should also have similar share in the governing
structure of the organization and expect the same level
of services. The WHO should strengthen its structure
beyond the current political dilemma and adopts a
transnational structure, and member states should adhere
to the principles of this organization and not make their
assistance to this organization conditional on political
goals.

Although the previous US administration has now been
replaced by the new administration, the WHO should be
excluded from any government policy, as you can see, the
current US administration is cooperating with the WHO.
This is exactly the problem, an international organization
that considers global health should not be a toy of the
arbitrary policies of the old and new governments, and
each should not have its own policies.
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