
However, politicians favoured virology, biomedical and
clinical perspectives. (4) The strong motivation of public
health scientists to support politics at the beginning of the
pandemic turned into disillusionment. (5) The composition of
advisory boards was described as non-transparent. (6)
Initiatives by the public health community were not suffi-
ciently impactful. (7) Expectations of policymakers regarding
future cooperation were not clear to participants.
Conclusions:
The results present different facets of a delicate relationship
between public health sciences and politics. The pandemic
increased the visibility and impact of public health in Germany
on the one hand but also demonstrated that the realms of
public health (science) and politics were not well connected.
Involving scientific expertise in politics requires more
transparency and the normative assumptions underlying the
logics of science and politics need to be made more explicit.
Key messages:
� The potential of public health to address the covid-19

pandemic has not been sufficiently acknowledged by
policymakers, and the involvement of its experts requires
greater transparency.

� Reflecting on the normative assumptions underlying the
different logics of public health sciences and politics can
support their cooperation in the future.
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Issue:
Many methods are used to assess the age of unaccompanied
foreign minors (UAM). In Italy, in the frame of a new
legislative asset, a multidisciplinary protocol has been adopted
in July 2020 with the aim of ensuring that all UAMs are
assessed uniformly throughout the country when their age is in
doubt. The assessment is based on a multidisciplinary - social,
psychological and physical - evaluation performed by a team of
specialists. The local health authorities (ASL) carry out the
assessment when requested by the Juvenile Court.
Description:
One year after the establishment of the protocol, INMP
launched a national survey, through an online questionnaire,
to investigate the formal adoption of the protocol by the ASL
and their adherence in practice. The survey started on 10
January 2022 and closed on 8 March 2022.
Results:
Out of 118 ASL that were asked to participate, 102 (85%)
answered. 37 declared to have a multidisciplinary team for age
assessment. Of them, 18 use the formal protocol, 11 use an
approach ‘‘in line’’ with the protocol and 8 have a forensic
team, out of the rules of the protocol. Of the 65 that did not set
up the team, 22 declared that they were ready to do so. 846 age
assessment requests were reported and 687 were carried out.
398 migrants were recognized as minors, 222 migrants were
not recognized as minors, and the age of 67 migrants remained
uncertain.
Lessons:
The pandemic period prevented the effective adoption of the
protocol by the ASL, that were strongly engaged in the COVID
19 response. There is still great variability in the way the age
assessment of UAMs is conducted and in order to counteract
the use of inadequate/outdated practices, it is necessary to
actively promote and support the adoption of the protocol. In
addition, a continuous comparison/dialogue between the
multidisciplinary teams, the Juvenile Court, and the Police

Headquarters is also needed, so that the procedure is requested
only when necessary and carried out properly.
Key messages:
� In case of doubt, the age of all UAM has to be assessed in a

uniform manner throughout the country.
� The adoption of the multidisciplinary protocol has to be

actively promoted and supported to counter the use of
inadequate or outdated assessment practices.
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Background:
The COVID-19 pandemic has deepened pre-existing health
inequalities. As members of an EU-funded research con-
sortium (SoNAR-Global) tasked with assessing vulnerabilities
in five European countries, we explored the impacts of the
pandemic on vulnerable populations and identified concrete
actions that strengthen resilience. Here, we present our action
recommendation development process for populations living
in precarious conditions such as refugees, migrants and those
living below the poverty line in Munich, Germany.
Methods:
The process began by interviewing 82 people who were likely
to face vulnerability mechanisms, followed by interviews with
19 community representatives. Based on this qualitative
research data, we defined challenges and resilience factors,
and matched these with a list of action recommendations. This
list, named ‘‘Provision of social support to people living in
precarious conditions in times of a pandemic’’, was considered
by a panel with ten experts on migration, health, poverty,
social support, and inclusion.
Results:
Through discussion, we eliminated one recommendation and
re-defined three others and achieved consensus on six
recommendations. They are: 1) work towards eliminating
opportunity inequity in education, 2) streamline bureaucratic
processes to improve access to care, 3) establish structures that
allow for continuing social support even during a pandemic, 4)
refrain from isolating socially vulnerable groups through
blanket pandemic mitigation measures, 5) Hybrid (online
and live) solutions for inclusion, 6) improving healthcare
empowerment.
Conclusions:
Through an inclusive process that involved citizens, vulnerable
populations, and health- and government experts we identified
a set of actions that should be taken now to ensure an equitable
and just approach to pandemic preparedness. Our panel
identified feasible and achievable goals within those recom-
mended actions.
Key messages:
� Vulnerability mechanisms are multi-layered. Therefore,

policies that need to be developed should be based on
comprehensive approaches, not selective interventions.

� Actions to mitigate vulnerabilities in pandemics must be
ambitious in order to prevent further exacerbation of
existing issues with potentially catastrophic long-term
consequences.
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