S

ELS

Since January 2020 Elsevier has created a COVID-19 resource centre with
free information in English and Mandarin on the novel coronavirus COVID-
19. The COVID-19 resource centre is hosted on Elsevier Connect, the

company's public news and information website.

Elsevier hereby grants permission to make all its COVID-19-related
research that is available on the COVID-19 resource centre - including this
research content - immediately available in PubMed Central and other
publicly funded repositories, such as the WHO COVID database with rights
for unrestricted research re-use and analyses in any form or by any means
with acknowledgement of the original source. These permissions are
granted for free by Elsevier for as long as the COVID-19 resource centre

remains active.



Ethics, Medicine and Public Health 16 (2021) 100622

Available online at

ScienceDirect
www.sciencedirect.com

Elsevier Masson France

EM|consulte

www.em-consulte.com/en

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

uuuuuu

Medicines and illusions in the fight ‘T
against COVID-19 in Brazil

KEYWORDS
Brazil;
Chloroquine;
COVID-19;
Doctors;
Fight

The Brazilian government’s response to the pandemic
is notoriously chaotic. President Bolsonaro has spoken and
acted erratically, often encouraging fearful behavior among
the population [1]. For example, one can mention in the
Ministry of Health’s confusion in the middle of the pan-
demic, without a definitive incumbent for months, after
the dismissal of two ministers for their virtues, in favor of
social isolation and against the indiscriminate use of hydrox-
ychloroquine [2].

Thus, it is not surprising the whole Brazilian
outcry about the wuse of drugs ranging from the
“*miraculoushydroxychloroquine (against malaria),
antibiotics, or vermifuge [3], irresponsibly indicated
for prevention and treatment for a viral disease [4].
Even being contaminated by COVID-19, Bolsonaro has not
abandoned his fate of using the medicine against malaria
[5]. The novelty in the tragic Brazilian battle against
the pandemic is the position of many doctors' and other
health professionals in favor of cocktails of drugs without
any scientific basis against the coronavirus [6], and with
known side effects [7]. There have been ‘lives’’ on the
Internet, led by journalists indicating these drugs, with the
participation of respected doctors in the Brazilian health
field?.

In this context, social networks [8,9], with strong pres-
ence in Brazil [10], show mayors and several health
authorities, celebrating the arrival of this combination of
drugs for use in their cities, composed of drugs with poten-
tial risk, especially when combined [11]. They present

" Accessed on 29th November 2020. Available from: https:
//noticias.uol.com.br/saude/ultimas-noticias/bbc/2020/09/03/

vencendo-a-covid-o-grupo-de-10-mil-medicos-pro-cloroquina-que-
se-aproximou-de-bolsonaro-com-evento-historico.htm.

2 Accessed on  29th November 2020. Available from:
https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/brasil-53377938

supposed results of cure and decrease of dead and ill peo-
ple, wrongly attributed to this senseless cocktail, forgetting
that it is known that the great majority of those affected by
COVID-19 will not develop severe consequences of the dis-
ease [12]. The sanity of the Brazilian government will hardly
be recovered during the pandemic. Therefore doctors and
other health professionals must direct their energy to the
fight with scientifically proven tools.
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