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We have all been through a harrowing year. The severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) pandemic
affected us, our loved ones, and communities across the globe.
Fortunately, innovative approaches and technologies were ripe
and poised to contribute to a robust response against this men-
ace. This special supplement of Clinical Infectious Diseases,
entitled “Precision Vaccines: Lessons Learned From the
Coronavirus Pandemic,” highlights investigators who present-
ed at the Third Biennial International Precision Vaccines
Conference (IPVC; Harvard Medical School, Boston,
Massachusetts, 22–23 September 2021).

Addressing the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic has underscored the
importance of precision vaccinology—that is, the application of
precision medicine principles to vaccine discovery, develop-
ment, and implementation. Speakers at IPVC 2021 discussed
key principles of precision vaccinology that have come into
clear focus during the pandemic, including that demographic
factors such as age, sex, geographic location, and individual im-
mune status affect (1) susceptibility to and severity of corona-
virus disease 2019 (COVID-19); (2) safety and efficacy of
COVID-19 vaccines; (3) access to COVID-19 vaccines; (4) vac-
cine attitudes; and (5) susceptibility to other sequelae of the
pandemic, including opioid use disorder. We take the opportu-
nity to thank the Organizing Committee and our Sponsors for

their generous efforts in bringing together such a diverse and
expert group of investigators.
We invite you to read this article collection from the Third

IPVC and encourage the interested reader to contact our
supplement authors and connect with the Precision Vaccines
Program by joining our collaborative Precision Vaccines
Network (email: precisionvaccinesprogram@childrens.harvard.
edu) as we partner to advance precision vaccinology to address
current and future public health challenges.
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