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Since the beginning of the pandemic, a variety of interventions have reduced SARS-CoV-2 virus infection and
mortality, including individual precautions such as wearing proper personal protective equipment (i.e., hand
gloves, facemasks, and face shields), social distancing, handwashing, and limiting interpersonal interaction to
outside situations. The most promising hope for ending the COVID-19 pandemic is the successful launch of
COVID-19 vaccines. In response, this letter to editor will disclose the rollout of COVID-19 vaccination and

challenges caused by digital platforms in Fiji.

Dear Editor,

The perceptive article by Kuter et al. [1] and Leng et al. [2] con-
cerning that to prevent disease epidemics, vaccination is an effective
approach. The infection of SARS-CoV-2 virus transmission and mortality
have been reduced since the beginning of the pandemic equipped with a
variety of interventions, including individual precautions such as use of
proper personal protective equipment (i.e., wearing hand gloves, face-
masks, and face shields), social distancing, handwashing, and limiting
interpersonal interaction to outside situations. Non-pharmaceutical
policy measures from governments, as school and business re-
strictions, prohibitions on public gatherings, border controls, and
stay-at-home orders, and mass testing to identify persons infected with
the virus [3]. Government authorities are now resorting to vaccination
as a critical approach to the pandemic, following the successful inven-
tion, evaluation, and production of various vaccinations.

In this letter, the prime awareness is to understand the scale and rate
of the vaccine rollout in Fiji. Fiji is a small Pacific Island Country. In
2021, Fiji with a population of 902,518 encountered the second wave of
the COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, unprecedented challenges on
medical health, social, economic, and environmental are observed. In
Fiji, Suva was the first Pacific Islands Country (PIC) to receive the
COVID-19 vaccine doses sent via the COVAX Facility [4]. Strong
collaboration with the world health organization (WHO), coalition for
epidemic preparedness innovations (CEPI), Gavi, and United Nations
children’s fund (UNICEF) enabled the rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine
and it was a major step in confirming the equal distribution of COVID-19
vaccinations in Fiji.

1. COVID-19 vaccination rollout in Fiji

In Fiji, an initiative was developed to make it easier to distribute the
COVID-19 vaccines to all parts of the Island as quickly as feasible. A total
of 12,000 doses of the Oxford-AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine marks the
start of the COVAX Facility’s extraordinary effort to deliver at least two
billion doses of COVID-19 vaccinations by the end of 2021 to the Pacific
region [4]. According to the Fijian government and Ministry of Health
(MoH)“the health and well-being of all Fijians are paramount. The
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COVID-19 vaccines are crucial for protection against the deadly global
pandemic. The vaccine is a global effort to fight against the COVID-19
virus. This is a huge step back to normality for Fiji and its people with
hopes that our international borders will open to visitors, restoring the
livelihoods for thousands of Fijians, who for eons depended on the
tourism sector” [5]. For the protection of all Fijians against COVID-19
virus, the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine has been approved for use in
Fiji aged 18 years and older. It is suggested that the vaccination be given
to the priority groups initially. Therefore, it means that the vaccination
will be given first to those who are most at risk of contracting the virus.
These are the priority clusters [5]:

Front line workers.

Health care workers.

RFMF officers.

Fiji police force officers.

Hotel workers-especially those in the quarantine facilities.

Tourism industry workers in general.

Elderly population.

Population with underlying medical conditions, mainly those
suffering from obesity, cardiovascular disease, respiratory disease,
and diabetes.

General population.

While current supplies are limited, the Fijian government and MoH
have managed at least 223,429 doses of COVID-19 vaccines so far.
Considering that each individual requires two doses, which will be
enough to vaccinate 12.6% of the country’s population (see Fig. 1). MoH
revealed that during the last weeks report, the country recorded an
average of about 8,728 doses administered each day [6]. At this rate,
administering enough doses for another 10% of the population will take
another 21 days.

2. Challenges in vaccination process

While vaccination is one of the possible ways to reduce the COVID-19
virus transmission, however, vaccinating each individual is a curial
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Fig. 1. Cumulative number of the COVID-19 doses administered in Fiji [6].

Fig. 2. A snap from the video which has gone viral on social media [8].

challenge. Sadly, during the large movement of the COVID-19 vacci-
nation program, few common challenges were encountered. Due to the
remoteness and less advancement in Fiji vaccination program was
rollout without any major challenges in terms of stakeholders and po-
litical issues. Contrastingly, fake news on social media such as Facebook,
Viber, and Instagram was noticed. Some of the common ones are as:

e Fake news about the COVID-19 epidemic is on the rise on social
media. In Fiji, “three (3) people will be produced at the Suva Mag-
istrates Court today charged with allegedly spreading false infor-
mation on social media concerning the COVID-19 situation in Fiji”
[7]. The accused accepted that they were spreading false information
about the COVID-19 crisis on social media, causing panic and fear
among the general public.

e Another fake news was reported on “magnet being attracted where
the vaccination has been done” [8]. To address this fake news the
acting commissioner of police Rusiate Tudravu has directed an in-
ternal investigation to conduct a concerning magnet video that has
gone viral on social media involving a few police officers (see Fig. 2).

Episodes of emergency, such as COVID-19, are posing enormous
medical, societal, and environmental concerns. During the COVID-19
pandemic, the importance and urgency of manipulating, misrepresent-
ing, and abusing social media must be handled. While the world is
coping with a serious and deadly virus, a significant number of people
are spreading misinformation and instilling panic in the public. The
following guidelines can help to alleviate the problem of social media.

o The government needs to take strict action againsts those who spread
false news on social media.

e Cyber-security laws must be strengthened and implemented.

e It is important to be mindful of the risks associated with social media
news.

Hereinafter, it is impoatant to conduct an effective research on the
COVID-19 outbreak’s "social autopsy" using a robust and faster social-
science approach. It is critical to think that health equity should be at
the forefront of all policies aimed at promoting the country’s health
system and emergency response capabilities during the current
pandemic and future public-health crises.
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