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orldwide, every year 1.35 million people die 

due to road traffic injuries (Global Traffic 

Safety Report 2018). Road traffic injuries are now the 

leading cause of death for children and young people 

(5-29 years old), as reported by the World Health Or-

ganisation (WHO).    

The ‘Decade of Action’ for road safety (2011-2020) 

was a universal start to save millions of lives by taking a 

multi-disciplinary collaboration approach for road safe-

ty management. It encouraged countries to have safe 

road infrastructures, safe vehicles, safety-enhanced user 

behavior and improved road-injury related health ser-

vices. All countries were encouraged to join this move-

ment to achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

The ‘Safe Community’ program is a framework to 

employ local resources and public participation to im-

prove the community safety and the empowerment of 

the population which will lead to SDGs. So, there is 

great potential for local communities to improve the 

safety of their people. 

Now, in the last year of the Decade of Action for 

road safety, we have an opportunity to review our 

achievements, strengths and weaknesses, and future 

needs so we can develop an action plan for the second 

decade that will be more equitable and evidence-based 

considering the local characteristics.  

The 24th International Conference on Safe Communi-

ty gathers us to discuss and share our experiences and 

scientific achievements. Sharing and learning from other 

safe communities about road safety improvements pro-

vides a great example for local communities to employ 

a bottom-up approach to prevent road trauma due to 

road traffic injuries.   
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