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Introduction / objectives
Multidrug resistant strains of A. baumannii are an emer-
ging problem in hospitals. We describe the management
of a CRAB outbreak including 12 cases in a surgical
department comprising a 40-bed ICU and a 16-bed iso-
lation-ward (IW) for patients with multidrug resistant
organisms (MDRO). The IW was originally designed for
MRSA patients only.

Methods
Descriptive epidemiological study of the time period
before and after implementation of control measures.

Results
Between 23/1/2011 and 10/2/2011 five CRAB cases were
detected in the IW. The following control measures
were implemented: contact isolation and cohorting of
cases, frequent disinfection of equipment and frequently
touched surfaces, closure of the common bathroom and
education of staff concerning contact and standard pre-
cautions. CRAB screening of all inpatients hospitalised
on the ward since 15/1/2011 was performed. The
screening sites were: 1) tracheal secretion or upper air-
way, 2) anus, perineum or groin, 3) wound. The screen-
ing revealed 3 new cases and the ward was closed for
new admissions. Between 16/2/2011 and 22/2/2011 two
new CRAB cases were detected on the surgical ICU and
CRAB screening of all ICU patients was done revealing
2 more cases.Using repPCR, all isolates were found to
be genetically identical. Further active surveillance cul-
tures revealed no new casesuntil 15/3/2011.

Conclusion
Consistent and immediate implementation of the infec-
tion control measures resulted in the containment of
the outbreak.
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