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During the time of the COVID-19 pandemic, there have been

reports on the relationship between Kawasaki disease (KD)

and SARS-Cov-2 from the United States, Europe, and other

parts of the world.1,2 However, there have been no such

reports from Japan, until now. Japan has the largest number of

KD patients in the world.3 Besides a nationwide survey of

KD,3 Japan also has a national surveillance system of the dis-

ease.4,5 Under this system, 199 participating hospitals

promptly register all patients who have been diagnosed with

KD by a pediatrician.

On July 13 2020, all the participating hospitals were asked

to report the number of KD patients with a polymerase chain

reaction (PCR) test and the number of positive PCR cases

among them.

Of the 199 hospitals, 50 responded by July 21. A total of

496 KD patients were registered by the 50 hospitals between

January 1 and July 21 2020. Of the 496 patients, PCR was

conducted for 81 patients, including six patients with both a

PCR and an antigen test. In addition, an antigen test was con-

ducted for 12 patients and a loop-mediated isothermal amplifi-

cation test was administered to another five patients. None of

the 98 patients tested presented a positive result for SARS-

Cov-2. For the other 412 KD patients, the pediatricians treat-

ing them did not consider it necessary to conduct a test for the

virus because of the patients’ symptoms, laboratory data, and

other relevant information. In other words, patients with

KD who did not present the COVID-19 symptoms were not

tested with PCR; however, this may be a limitation of this

observation.

Finally, the situation regarding COVID-19 infection in

Japan, according to the Ministry of Health, Labour and Wel-

fare, as of August 19 2020 is presented.

In conclusion, according to our observation, no KD patients

showed a relationship with COVID-19 in Japan. Among

57 140 patients with COVID-19, there were 1,144 (2.0%)

patients who were younger than 10 years, with no severe nor

fatal cases (https://www.mhlw.go.jp/content/10906000/

000661165.pdf).

According to our observation, no KD patients showed a

relationship with COVID-19 in Japan.

Funding

This study received funding from the Japan Kawasaki Disease

Research Center, a non-profit organization.

Disclosure

The author declares no conflict of interest.

References

1 Jones VG, Mills M, Suarez D et al. COVID-19 and Kawasaki
disease: Novel virus and novel case. Hosp. Pediatr. 2020; 10:
537–40.

2 Harahsheh AS, Dahdah N, Newburger JW et al. Missed or
delayed diagnosis of Kawasaki disease during the 2019 novel
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. J. Pediatr. 2020;
222: 261–2.

3 Ae R, Makino N, Kosami K, Kuwabara M, Matsubara Y,
Nakamura Y. Epidemiology, treatments, and cardiac
complications in patients with kawasaki disease: The Nationwide
Survey in Japan, 2017-2018. J. Pediatr. 2020; 225: 23–29.

4 Nakamura Y, Yashiro M, Ae R et al. Characteristics and
validity of a Web-bases Kawasaki disease surveillance system
in Japan. J. Epidemiol. 2010; 20: 429–32.

5 http://www.kawasaki-disease.net/kawasakidata/ (Cited on August
27, 2020).

Correspondence: Yosikazu Nakamura, MD, MPH, FFPH, Depart-
ment of Public Health, Jichi Medical University, 3311-1 Yakushiji,
Shimotsuke, Tochigi 329-0498, Japan.
Email: nakamuyk@jichi.ac.jp
Received 28 July 2020; revised 27 August 2020; accepted 15

October 2020.
doi: 10.1111/ped.14515

© 2021 Japan Pediatric Society

Kawasaki disease and covid-19 in Japan 977

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6654-1481
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6654-1481
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6654-1481
https://www.mhlw.go.jp/content/10906000/000661165.pdf
https://www.mhlw.go.jp/content/10906000/000661165.pdf
http://www.kawasaki-disease.net/kawasakidata/
mailto:

