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The quality, consistency, and sophistication of ophthalmic education in India are clearly heterogeneous. There are a few of the 
most admired training programs in the world and few at the other end of the spectrum.[1]

Having observed ophthalmic education over the past 60 years,[2] I have lived and watched as ophthalmic education has evolved 
from primarily a preceptorship experience (“watch me, and do what I do”) to an international “standard” that is a structured, 
organized experience. Using scientific, educational principles, for example, educational objectives, different methodologies of 
educational presentations, multiple modalities of evaluation, and the expectation of continuous learning during an individual’s 
practice life, is being implemented globally and India has international leaders in this effort.

This process has not happened overnight and is continuing to be refined and implemented. As yet, it is not uniform. In this issue, 
an editorial and three important reports document the considerable progress in Indian ophthalmic education.[3‑5] I congratulate 
the leadership in Indian ophthalmology in structuring the process which is evolving. Clearly, there is work to do to create 
comparability across educational programs including knowledge, surgical competency, and comprehensive diagnostic skills.[6]

The country where I live has utilized both accreditation and certification to assure a high level of educational 
programs (accreditation) and a high level of performance in the graduates (certification). A training program is accredited and 
an individual is certified. This process was a long one, taking decades, dedicated leaders, and a national commitment throughout 
medicine. This was led by the specialty of ophthalmology,[7] who created the first certifying Board (established 1916). Certifying 
boards in all specialties evolved over a 40 year period (American Board of Medical Specialties). The accreditation of programs 
was a similar long development which coalesced in the Accreditation Council Graduate Medical Education in the 1980s.

The International Council of Ophthalmology is undertaking an International program of certification with the pilot project 
beginning in 2018. Three programs are being voluntarily reviewed for accreditation including one in India. If this pilot program 
is deemed successful, it will begin to be available worldwide in 2019 and beyond.

A national effort to assure quality education and uniformly well‑trained practitioners is long and arduous. While the journey 
will be difficult, the outcome will be worth it for the profession of ophthalmology and the citizens of India.

Bruce E Spivey
Chairman, Pacific Vision Foundation, San Francisco, CA, USA. 

E‑mail: bruce@spivey.org

References
1.	 Grover AK. Residency training in India: Time for a course correction. Indian J Ophthalmol 2018;66:743-4.
2.	 Spivey BE. Education in ophthalmology over the past 60 years. Surv Ophthalmol 2017;62:241‑7.
3.	 Grover AK, Honavar SG, Azad R, Verma L. A national curriculum for ophthalmology residency training. Indian J Ophthalmol 2018;66:752-83.
4.	 Biswas P, Gogate PM, Maskati QB, Natarajan S, Verma L, Bansal PK. Residency Evaluation and Adherence Design Study III: Ophthalmology 

residency training in India: Then and now–Improving with time? Indian J Ophthalmol 2018;66:785-92.
5.	 Ramani S, Pradeep TG, Sundaresh DD. Effect of wet‑laboratory training on resident performed manual small‑incision cataract surgery. Indian 

J Ophthalmol 2018;66:793-7.
6.	 Gogate P, Biswas P, Natarajan S, Ramamurthy D, Bhattacharya D, Golnik K, et al. Residency evaluation and adherence design study: Young 

ophthalmologists’ perception of their residency programs – Clinical and surgical skills. Indian J Ophthalmol 2017;65:452‑60.
7.	 Spivey B. The history and founding organizations of the American board of ophthalmology. Ophthalmology 2016;123:S3-5.

Guest Editorial

Elevating ophthalmic education and practice in India

Access this article online
Quick Response Code: Website: 

www.ijo.in

DOI:
10.4103/ijo.IJO_733_18

PMID: 
*****

Cite this article as: Spivey BE. Elevating ophthalmic education and practice 
in India. Indian J Ophthalmol 2018;66:741-2.

This is an open access journal, and articles are distributed under the terms of 
the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 License, 
which allows others to remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, 
as long as appropriate credit is given and the new creations are licensed under 
the identical terms.



742	 Indian Journal of Ophthalmology	 Volume 66 Issue 6

About the author
Bruce E. Spivey, MD, MS, MEd trained as an ophthalmologist and medical educator. 
He has worked extensively to enhance ophthalmic education and eye care nationally 
and internationally.

Dr. Spivey was President of the International Council of Ophthalmology (ICO) from 
2006 to 2014 and served as ICO Secretary-General from 1994 to 2006. During that 
time, ICO membership, budget, and educational programs all increased dramatically. 
Dr. Spivey served as ophthalmology departmental chairman at California Pacific 
Medical Center (CPMC) in San Francisco for 17 years, and was the Chief Executive of 
the Medical Center for 16 years. He was the Executive Vice President and founding 
CEO of the American Academy of Ophthalmology for 17 years, from 1976 to 1992.

Dr. Spivey is the recipient of numerous medals and awards in ophthalmology 
and medicine including Laureate Award, Highest Honor of the American 
Academy of Ophthalmology, the Jules Francois Gold Medal of the International 
Council of Ophthalmology, the Howe Medal, the Highest Award of the American 
Ophthalmological Society and Bernardo Streiff Gold Medal, the only medal of the 
Academia Ophthalmologica Internationalis.

His past positions include President of the American Board of Medical Specialties, 
President of the Council of Medical Specialty Societies, President of the Society of 
Medical Administrators, President of the American Ophthalmological Society, and 
President of the American Journal of Ophthalmology. He has given over 40 named 
lectures and published over 145 refereed publications. 

Indian Journal of Ophthalmology is very proud to have Dr. Spivey on its Editorial 
Board as its Mentor.


