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Evolution of concentration and
phase structure of colloidal
suspensions in a two-ends-open
tube during drying process

Shenwei Wang'2, Hongwei Zhou?, Zhiwei Sun?, Shenghua Xu2*¥, Wenze Ouyang* &
Linwei Wang?

We investigated the evolution of concentration and phase structure of colloidal suspensions in a two-
ends-open tube during drying process. The volume fraction and crystal structure of suspension in the
capillary tube were determined by reflection spectrometer during drying process. Our experimental
results show: (a) evaporation takes place in two directions of the tube, though much stronger in one
direction than the other; (b) during drying process, colloidal suspension column along the tube can be
divided into four regions, namely, the close packed region, concentrated region, initial concentration
region and dilution region. A new model describing the evolution of concentration profile was proposed
and the calculated results based on the model are in good agreement with the experimental ones.
According to solute conservation, we also present a simple way to estimate the concentration of close
packed region.

Drying, as a common process in nature, has been widely utilized in many research and industry fields, such
as printing, coating and ceramics'~. In colloidal suspension, the drying process can also be used to induce
self-assembly and form three-dimensional organized colloidal structures (colloidal crystals) through drying of
droplets*®, of films’'? or in capillary tubes!»'2. Among most of the methods above, a high concentration of col-
loids is reached locally (e.g., close to the drying interface of capillary tube) due to the interplay of evaporation and
capillarity, forming the three-dimensional colloidal crystals. Especially, the drying colloidal suspension confined
in capillary tube with two ends open offers an alternative approach to investigate drying process and evaporation
phenomena'>!4,

Drying process in capillary tube is of certain importance in many fields'*-*°. Through drying colloidal suspen-
sion in the tube, the acquired patterned surface can be used as a model for molding regular micro-/nanostructure
and the rough surface can capture cells more efficient than blank glass surface which can provide promising appli-
cation for biomedical areas®. Formation of basalt columns during cooling of lava can be modeled by the drying
of colloidal suspension confined in capillary tube which shed new light on the basalt column formations?.
Macroscopic soft colloidal crystals with fiber symmetry can be fabricated by drying colloidal suspension inside
two end open tube with potential applications in photonic band gap materials, optical filters, sensors, and so
forth'!. Since the drying process in capillary tube is vital, the model for the concentration distribution inside the
tube during this one-dimensional drying has also garnered attention?***. For drying the colloidal suspension in
capillary tube, the movement of suspension is normally in one direction and relevant models were developed to
analyze the volume fractions of close packed structures or dense states?>. By our understanding, the temporal
concentration distribution should be essential experimental data for modeling because the process in the solid-
ification involves significant mass transfer. However, it is difficult to measure the concentration distribution in
real time along a slender capillary tube, especially for disordered suspension. We gather that lack of data for the
concentration distribution should be the main reason why the previous models could not make prediction that is
well consistent with experiments.
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Figure 1. (a) Photographs of initially ordered suspension during drying process in chronological order. (b)
Enlarged graph of the concentrated region with an approximate size 9 x 1 mm” (a-g represents the measure
points with equal distance) and the corresponding reflection spectra (The spectra were shifted for clarity).

In this study we adopted a reflection spectrometer combined with a specially developed data-handling
method? to detect, in a non-invasive, real-time and in-situ manner, the volume fraction and crystal structure of
suspension in the capillary tube. The measurement method relies on Bragg diffraction peak from crystal lattice
structures. The wavelength of the peak is directly related to the distance between the particles and therefore, the
local volume fraction of suspension, the key parameter in the study, can be estimated. Apparently, this method
is valid only for ordered suspension. The relevant previous study related to the above topic has indicated that the
movement of the suspension due to evaporation always started from one side of the tube and also the suspension
was thought to be divided into two regions*>?”, Distinguishing with these results, our study shows: (1) evapo-
ration takes place in two directions of the tube, though much stronger in one direction than the other; (2) during
drying process, colloidal suspension column along the tube can be divided into four regions, namely, the close
packed region, concentrated region, initial concentration region and dilution region. We further put forward a
new model to explain the evolution of concentration profile, the calculated results based on our model are in good
agreement with the experimental results. According to solute conservation, we further suggest a simple way to
estimate the concentration of close packed region.

Results and Discussion

Since the reflection spectrum method used in this study is only applicable to the ordered suspensions, for ease
of understanding, we will discuss suspension A (initially ordered suspension), and then B (initially disordered
suspension).

Drying process of initially ordered suspension (A). A series of photographs of initially ordered suspen-
sion (A) taken in chronological order are presented in Fig. 1(a). It can be observed that the movement of the col-
loidal suspension caused by evaporation always started from one side of the tube, although both sides of the tube
are open. Intuitively, water should evaporate simultaneously from two sides because the tubes are horizontal and
the environment for each side is the same. However, due to thermal fluctuations'! at some moment evaporation at
one end of the tube may occasionally go exceptionally faster than at the other. This kind of evaporation stronger
randomly at one end may firstly accumulate particles at the drying interface near this end, forming nanometer
meniscus. And subsequently, the so-induced significant capillary forces drive the flow of colloidal suspension
preferably toward this end and then cause unidirectional movement?. The results shown in this article are all
examples of unidirectional movement from right to left in order not to be confused.

Figure 1(a) also shows that crystal region with stable mono green formed first on the left side of the tube, while
the rest is multi-colored. Then the mono green region kept to extend to the right side until the whole tube was
completely replaced at the end of the drying process. There is no obvious interface between mono-green and
multi-colored region, but a color-blurred transition region. To investigate the crystal structures, seven points with
equal distance were selected to collect reflection spectra, as shown in Fig. 1(b). Because wave vector can be written
asq = (4mn/\)sin(0/2), where n is the refractive index of the suspension, A is the vacuum wavelength, and 6 is the
scattering angle (6 = 180°), the reflection spectra can be converted to intensity distribution at different wave vec-
tors. By analyzing the relative positions of the diffraction peaks originating from different crystal planes, the
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Figure 2. Changing tendency of volume fraction distribution (a) and corresponding wavelength distribution
(b) in the suspension during drying process. The inset of Fig. 2(a) is an enlargement of the close packed region.
In order to present the close packed region more clearly, the error bars are removed and only the data of close
packed region are shown.

crystal structure can be determined?. Taking point g in Fig. 1(b) as an example, the wave vector corresponding to

diffraction peaks are 21.36, 24.75 yum~" and the ratio is /3 /+/4. According to G —\/hz + k* + > where h, k,
l'are the Miller indices, the crystal structure is fcc and the corresponding crystal planes are (111) plane and (200)
plane. A more detailed description about the determination of the crystal structure from reflection spectra can be
found in ref. *. By the same way, the crystal structures at all the other points can also be determined to be fcc. The
corresponding crystal planes of each peak are indicated in Fig. 1(b). The selected region includes a transition
region between the close packed region (point a with the volume fraction of 73%) on the left side and initially
concentration region (point g with the volume fraction of 11%) on the right side, as mentioned above. In this
region the concentration increases continuously from right to left until its maximum allowable value (the close
packed), so we can call it concentrated region. Actually, in this region all possible volume fractions of colloidal
suspension inside the tube should be covered. Please note that in the enlarged graph in Fig. 1(b), we can see the
color varies radially, which is due to the curved tube wall. In colloidal crystallization, the close-packed surface fcc
(111) tend to arrange parallel with the tube wall, as a result the local orientations of fcc (111) will change accord-
ingly to be perpendicular to the radial directions. Therefore, for a fixed viewing direction, the color looks
different.
Volume fraction in the crystal region can be evaluated by reflection spectra if the crystal structure is known.
In this study, the crystal structures of different samples are all fcc during drying process. Therefore, the volume
fraction (¢) can be estimated as’':
6= 27 [an ] ’
93 )

where 7 is the volume-weighted average of the refractive indices which relates with the refractive indices of par-
ticle and the medium which can be estimated by 11 = 11,,,,,0,¢ + 1,4, (1 — @), d is the particle diameter, A is the
wavelength of first order reflection peak from (111) plane.

Figure 2 presents plots for both volume fraction distribution (a) and corresponding wavelength distribution
(b) at different drying intervals. The given volume fractions were calculated according to their respective corre-
sponding wavelengths, recorded by reflection spectra, by using Eq. (1). In order to effectively analyze the results,
we assume that the abscissa axis is along the direction of the suspension denoted by L and assign its positive direc-
tion to be from left to right, while still keeping volume fraction (¢) being the vertical axis.

Except in the stage near the end of the evaporation process, these (¢ — L) curves share a common feature, that
is, their middle segments are low-lying, rising at both ends, although the left side rises up much more than the
right side. This feature implies that evaporation takes place in two directions of the tube, though overwhelmingly
stronger in one direction than the other.

Now, we will take the curve at t=17h as an example to discuss why the suspension in drying process should
be divided into four regions:

Close packed region.  This region corresponds to the leftmost segment of the curve. The segment is a flat straight
line with a gradient d¢/dL = 0so its volume fraction keeps a constant value (¢ = 73%). As evaporation proceeds,
this segment continues to extend to the right until it annexes all the rest at the end of evaporation.

Concentrated region.  This region is next to the right side of the close packed region. Its corresponding ¢ — L
segment is an oblique line with a gradient d¢/dL < 0. That means with the decrease of L, the concentration is
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Figure 3. The change of evaporation rate of suspension on the right side of the tube.

increasing, namely, a concentration (from 11% to 73%) from right to left (note: the positive direction of L is from
left to right).

Initial concentration region. This region is next to the right side of the concentrated region mentioned above.
The segment is also a flat straight line with a gradient d¢/dL = 0, i.e., its volume fraction keeps a constant value
and equals to the value for the initial state, thatis ¢ = 11%.

Dilution region.  This region corresponds to the rightmost segment of the curve. Its corresponding ¢ — L seg-
ment is an oblique line with a gradient d¢/dL > 0. That means with the decrease of L, the concentration
decreases, namely, a dilution (from 19% to 11%) from right to left to relieve (through diffusion). The increased
concentration (¢ = 19%) at the right end of the tube is due to evaporation.

Now to sum up, the whole evaporation process can be described briefly as following: Before t = 3 h, there is no
close packed crystals formed because the volume fraction on the left side is not high enough. Until about t = 8h,
the close packed crystals (¢ = 73%) started to emerge. There were four distinct regions appeared in the suspen-
sion from t = 8h to t = 17h in the drying process. In the process, the close packed region is expanding, while the
rest three regions are shortening. Eventually, only close packed region existed after t = 33 h.

Is there any evaporation at the right end of the suspension in the capillary tube? To solve this issue, we car-
ried out an evaporation experiment with the same capillary tube but sealed at left end under exactly the same
experimental conditions. As shown in Fig. 3, the evaporation rate decreases rapidly with time at the early stage of
evaporation, while at the late stage the evaporation rate decreases slowly and approaches a stable value. The result
indicates that the movement of the liquid-air interface can cause a decrease of evaporation rate, but not to be zero.

Drying process of initially disordered suspension (B). Asa more general case and also for comparison
with others’ results, we also investigated the initially disordered suspension (B), similar to ref. ?*. First, we will
show what we observed when the concentration measurement was not involved. Figure 4(a) displays the phe-
nomenon and feature that we found during drying process, similar to Fig. 1(a), i.e., mono green color appeared
on the left side of the tube, and also the unidirectional movement of suspension from right to left.

Comparing Fig. 1(a) with Fig. 4(a), we can see that the evaporation rate for initially ordered suspension is
higher than that for the disordered one. What is the cause of this phenomenon? There is little doubt that the gaps
between particles provide transporting channels for water evaporation. These channels are less obstructed for
water going through in the ordered structure than in the disordered structure and therefore an ordered suspen-
sion has higher drying rate.

The right half for suspension (B) exhibited milky white instead of colorful suspension because the suspension
was initially in disordered state. Since there was obvious boundary between left and right side, dividing the colloi-
dal suspension into two regions seems quite reasonable*>?*. However, more detailed information provided by the
real-time measurement of local concentration gave us new insight into the problem.

Our findings presented for initially ordered suspension (A) suggested us to pay special attention to the bound-
ary between the two regions. So in the adjacent region across the interface of the two phases, we choose three rep-
resentative observation points (from a to ¢) with equal distance as shown in Fig. 4(b). Once again, our reflection
spectra method can be used to determine local concentrations only suitable for ordered structures. There are no
concentration data available except for the region with ordered structures. The corresponding reflection spectra
indicate that the colloidal structures on left side were all fcc.

The detailed volume fraction distributions of crystal region during drying process are presented in chronolog-
ical order in Fig. 5. At t = 5h, there is a change in volume fraction from 73% (at left terminal) to 32% (at the
crystal-liquid interface), indicating the existence of a concentrated region with a gradient d¢/dL < 0. From t =
12h to t = 35h, such a range of volume fraction in the concentrated region kept unchanged and close packed
region (¢ = 73%) grown gradually from left to right. At t = 44h, all the suspension changed into close packed
crystal (¢ = 73%) and the concentrated region disappeared.
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Figure 4. (a) Photographs of initially disordered suspension during drying process in chronological order.
(b) Enlarged graph of the concentrated region with an approximate size 3 x 1mm? (a-c represents the measure
points with equal distance) and the corresponding reflection spectra (The spectra were shifted for clarity).
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Figure 5. Volume fraction distributions in the crystal region during drying process.

From Fig. 5, the close packed region (¢ = 73%) and the concentrated region (¢ = 32% to 73%) on the left side
of the tube also existed, that is similar to initially ordered suspension. However, volume fraction of 32% at the
crystal-liquid interface is larger than the initial volume fraction of 9%, which means the particle concentration in
the disordered part is not homogeneous. More important reason for this is that our method has lost its measure-
ment capability for lower concentrations of disordered suspensions (below ¢ = 32%). According to the results
for initially ordered suspension (A) discussed in the previous section, we can reasonably speculate that in the
concentrated region there should be a volume fraction change ranging from 9% to 73%. In the same way, we can
also conjecture that there should be an initial concentration region with ¢ = 9% and the gradient d¢/dL = 0 of
the ¢ — L curve; and a dilution region with a gradient d¢/dL > 0 of the ¢ — L curve though we are unable to
identify the exact value of ¢ at the right end of the suspension.

Model of drying process of colloidal suspension in tube. In order to understand the drying process,
we further put forward a new model of drying process of colloidal suspension considering the coupling effect of
evaporation, diffusion and convection, which is presented in Fig. 6. Based on our observation and discussion in
the previous section, we set up four regions inside the tube and the water evaporates from two sides. Here, the
drying process is treated as one-dimensional model because the radial dimension of the tube is only 2% of its
axial dimension. In addition, apart from the interface between the suspension and the tube wall, there is no other
physical factor that can cause the radial variation of the concentration. For colloidal suspension drying in capil-
lary tube, theoretically, the concentration profile can be quantified by the following one-dimensional transport
equation®*:
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Figure 6. Model of drying process of colloidal suspension in tube.
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Figure 7. The calculated concentration profile of colloidal suspension during drying process.
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where V| is the evaporation rate of suspension on the left side; V is the evaporation rate of suspension on the
right side. The convection term is mainly caused by evaporation on the left. D(9) is the collective diffusion coeffi-
cient which depends on the particles volume fraction, and the expression according to Stokes-Einstein equation
is D(¢) = kyT/6mnr, the viscosity term based on Einstein viscosity law is expressed asn = n,(1 + 2.5¢), ks the
Boltzmann constant, T is the absolute temperature, 1) is the solvent viscosity. L(t) is the length of suspension
during drying process and L, is the initial suspension length. Boundary conditions on transport equation are that
the flux of particles at the liquid-air interface matches the recession due to evaporation, hence*:

¢ _ 9¢
[D(¢) 8x]chm == Vg1 and [D(¢>) o

= V2¢x=LS(t)
x=L(0) (4)

where L (¢) is the length of close packed region during drying process.

Equations (2) to (4) are resolved numerically by finite difference method using the boundary conditions and
the initial concentration of the suspension. Curves of ¢ — L in chronological order in Fig. 7 demonstrate that the
numerical solution of our model are well consistent with the basic features, shown in Fig. 2, obtained from our
experiments.

Formula of estimating the concentration of close packed region. As discussed above, our study
shows that the suspensions, whether they are initially ordered or disordered, would finally have the same struc-
ture (close packed type) with volume fraction of 73%. A formula for estimating the concentration of close packed
region, based on previous model of two regions, is presented as?:

d(L,)
dt

d(L,)
dt (5)

where ¢, is the volume fraction of the close packed region, ¢, is that of initial colloidal suspension, d(L_)/dt is the
moving rate of close packed front and d(L,)/dt is that of liquid-gas interface. However, Eq. (5) is not applicable for
all cases, e.g., the evaporation rates change with time. Besides, it is not easy to accurately measure the values of
moving rates, making it difficult to determine the concentration of close packed region. The final concentration
of close packed region is a useful physical quantity for investigating drying process, especially for the dynamic of
drying based on Darcy’s law**. Based on our model dividing the suspension into four regions, we have the follow-
ing simple formula to accurately calculate the concentration of close packed region

(¢d - ¢o) = Qbo
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Figure 8. SEM image of the used colloidal particles.

Bale = doly (6)

where L. is the final length of close packed region and L, is the length of initial colloidal suspension. In the final
state, the length of close packed region is about 10.5 mm, the volume fraction of close packed region can be easily
estimated using Eq. (6), ¢; = 73.3%, which is consistent with that calculated by reflection spectra.

Conclusion

Benefiting from its non-invasive, real-time and in-situ detecting ability, reflection spectrometer was adapted to
access the information essential to understand process of the drying of colloidal suspension inside the two-end
open tube in this study. Our experiments showed that particles continuously migrated and accumulated toward
one end in the drying process with retraction of the suspension column at the other end, resulting in formation and
growth of close-packed colloidal crystals at the end region. We found that evaporation took place in two directions
of the tube, though much stronger in one direction than the other; during drying process, colloidal suspension col-
umn along the tube could be divided into four regions with different characteristics. We further proposed a model
to formulate the evolution of concentration profile, which was consistent with the experimental results. In addition,
according to solute conservation, we presented a simple way to estimate the concentration of close packed region.

Materials and Methods

Materials. The negatively charged polystyrene particles were purchased from Hugebio Inc, China. Before
preparation, the original colloidal suspension was centrifuged and washed three times with deionized water,
and then stored at 4 °C before the experiment. Other chemical reagents employed in this study, including
Octadecyltrichlorosilane (OTS) and chloroform, were all of analytical grade and purchased from Sinopharm
Chemical Reagent Co., Ltd, China. OTS chloroform solution with a concentration of 4 mM was prepared by dis-
solving OTS in chloroform and stored at 25 °C before the experiment.

Sample preparation and experimental methods. Two kinds of suspensions, A and B, were investigated
in this study. The difference between them is their initial state. The initial state for A and B are ordered suspension
(particles in crystalline state) and disordered ones (particles in amorphous state), respectively. The suspensions
were prepared by diluting the centrifuged latex. Volume fractions are 11% for A (deionized by ion-exchange
resin) and 9% for B, respectively.

To avoid particles adhering to the inner wall of the capillary tubes, the capillary tubes were treated with
hydrophobicity. The circular quartz capillary tubes (diameter: 1.5 mm, length: 70 mm) with both sides open were
washed in water three time by ultrasonic with 150 W power and 40 kHz frequency and then dried in the dry-
ing oven at 100 °C for 1 hour. Subsequently the capillary tubes were immersed in OTS chloroform solution for
30 minutes and then dried in the drying oven at 180 °C for 2 hours.

The prepared samples were put into the capillary tubes, and then the tubes were put horizontally on the optical
platform to avoid external vibration. The samples were evaporated naturally at room temperature.

Characterization of crystal structure.  The changes of crystal structures and particle concentrations along
the long axis of the capillary tubes were measured by reflection spectra, which is the same as that described in our
previous study***. The optical fiber head of the reflection spectrometer, which can be adjusted in three dimen-
sions with displacement precision of 0.05 mm, was oriented perpendicular to the long axis of the capillary tube.
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Characterization of particles diameter. The mean particles diameter is a vital parameter needed for
calculating the concentration of the colloidal suspension in the current study. To make its data more reliable, we
adopted scanning electron microscope (SEM, Hitachi S-4800) to determine particles diameter and the statistical
mean diameter so obtained is197 £ 1 nm (Fig. 8). SEM was operated at an accelerating voltage of 10kV and
emission current of 10 pA, two kinds of magnification are 10000 and 40000, respectively.

Characterization of evaporation rate. The movement of liquid-gas interface and close packed front
was recorded by the digital camera (Nikon D5600). Specifications, resolution and zoom of captured images
are 6000 x 4000, 300 dpi and 42 mm. The images were captured every hour. By measuring the positions of the
liquid-gas interface, we can obtain the displacement of the interface versus time. Taking the derivative of the dis-
placement with time, we obtain evaporation rate versus time.

Data availability
The datasets generated and analyzed during the current study are available from the corresponding author on
reasonable request.

Received: 25 July 2019; Accepted: 11 May 2020;
Published online: 03 June 2020

References
1. Ghosal, S., Emami-Naeini, A., Harn, Y. P,, Draskovich, B. S. & Pollinger, J. P. A physical model for the drying of gelcast ceramics.
Journal of the American Ceramic Society 82, 513-520 (1999).
2. Mesic, B., Cairns, M., Jarnstrom, L., Le Guen, M. J. & Parr, R. Film formation and barrier performance of latex based coating: Impact
of drying temperature in a flexographic process. Progress in Organic Coatings 129, 43-51 (2019).
. Singh, M., Haverinen, H. M., Dhagat, P. & Jabbour, G. E. Inkjet printing-process and its applications. Adv Mater 22, 673-685 (2010).
4. Lebedev-Stepanov, P. & Vlasov, K. Simulation of self-assembly in an evaporating droplet of colloidal solution by dissipative particle
dynamics. Colloids and Surfaces A: Physicochemical and Engineering Aspects 432, 132-138 (2013).
5. Lee, S. Y., Gradon, L., Janeczko, S., Iskandar, F. & Okuyama, K. Formation of highly ordered nanostructures by drying micrometer
colloidal droplets. ACS nano 4, 4717-4724 (2010).
6. Zhou, C., Han, J. & Guo, R. A facile strategy to colloidal crystals by drying condensed suspension droplets. Journal of Colloid and
Interface Science 397, 80-87 (2013).
7. Jia, S., Tang, Z., Guan, Y. & Zhang, Y. Order-Disorder Transition in Doped Microgel Colloidal Crystals and Its Application for
Optical Sensing. ACS Appl Mater Interfaces 10, 1425414258 (2018).
8. Juillerat, F.,, Bowen, P. & Hofmann, H. Formation and drying of colloidal crystals using nanosized silica particles. Langmuir 22,
2249-2257 (2006).
9. Vonna, L., Schmitt, T. & Haidara, H. Condensation-assisted assembly of large 2D colloidal crystals. Colloids and Surfaces A:
Physicochemical and Engineering Aspects 331, 220-226 (2008).

10. Forster, J. D. et al. Assembly of optical-scale dumbbells into dense photonic crystals. ACS nano 5, 6695-6700 (2011).

11. Hu, S., Men, Y., Roth, S. V., Gehrke, R. & Rieger, . Facile preparation of macroscopic soft colloidal crystals with fiber symmetry.
Langmuir 24, 1617-1620 (2008).

12. Merlin, A., Salmon, J.-B. & Leng, J. Microfluidic-assisted growth of colloidal crystals. Soft Matter 8, 3526-3537 (2012).

13. Abkarian, M., Nunes, J. & Stone, H. A. Colloidal crystallization and banding in a cylindrical geometry. Journal of the American
Chemical Society 126, 5978-5979 (2004).

14. Maurini, C., Bourdin, B., Gauthier, G. & Lazarus, V. Crack patterns obtained by unidirectional drying of a colloidal suspension in a
capillary tube: experiments and numerical simulations using a two-dimensional variational approach. International Journal of
Fracture 184, 75-91 (2013).

15. Chauvet, E, Duru, P, Geoffroy, S. & Prat, M. Three periods of drying of a single square capillary tube. Physical review letters 103,
124502 (2009).

16. Han, W. & Lin, Z. Learning from “Coffee Rings”: Ordered Structures Enabled by Controlled Evaporative Self-Assembly. Angewandte
Chemie International Edition 51, 1534-1546 (2012).

17. Polansky, J. & Kaya, T. Experimental investigation of thermally driven meniscus instability in capillary tubes. International Journal
of Heat and Mass Transfer 117, 458-464 (2018).

18. Biswal, L., Som, S. & Chakraborty, S. Thin film evaporation in microchannels with slope-and curvature-dependent disjoining
pressure. International Journal of Heat and Mass Transfer 57, 402-410 (2013).

19. Russel, W. B. Mechanics of drying colloidal dispersions: Fluid/solid transitions, skinning, crystallization, cracking, and peeling.
AIChE journal 57, 1378-1385 (2011).

20. Liu, M., He, R,, Yang, J., Zhao, W. & Zhou, C. Stripe-like clay nanotubes patterns in glass capillary tubes for capture of tumor cells.
ACS applied materials & interfaces 8,7709-7719 (2016).

21. Gauthier, G., Lazarus, V. & Pauchard, L. Alternating crack propagation during directional drying. Langmuir 23, 4715-4718 (2007).

22. Lazarus, V., Gauthier, G., Pauchard, L., Maurini, C. & Valdivia, C. Basalt columns and crack formation during directional drying of
colloidal suspensions in capillary tubes. 12th International Conference on Fracture 2009, ICF-127, 5521-5528 (2009).

23. Salmon, J.-B., Doumenc, E. & Guerrier, B. Humidity-insensitive water evaporation from molecular complex fluids. Physical Review
E96,032612 (2017).

24. Sarkar, A. & Tirumkudulu, M. S. Consolidation of charged colloids during drying. Langmuir 25, 4945-4953 (2009).

25. Lidon, P. & Salmon, J.-B. Dynamics of unidirectional drying of colloidal dispersions. Soft Matter 10, 4151-4161 (2014).

26. Zhou, H,, Xu, S., Sun, Z., Du, X. & Liu, L. Kinetics study of crystallization with the disorder-bcc—fcc phase transition of charged
colloidal dispersions. Langmuir 27, 7439-7445 (2011).

27. Allain, C. & Limat, L. Regular patterns of cracks formed by directional drying of a collodial suspension. Physical review letters 74,
2981 (1995).

28. Wallenstein, K. & Russel, W. The theory of delamination during drying of confined colloidal suspensions. Journal of Physics:
Condensed Matter 23, 194104 (2011).

29. Xu, S., Zhou, H., Sun, Z. & Xie, J. Formation of an fcc phase through a bcc metastable state in crystallization of charged colloidal
particles. Physical Review E 82, 010401 (2010).

30. Zhou, H., Xu, S., Sun, Z., Du, X. & Xie, J. Rapid determination of colloidal crystal’s structure by reflection spectrum. Colloids and
Surfaces A: Physicochemical and Engineering Aspects 375, 50-54 (2011).

31. Kanai, T., Sawada, T., Yamanaka, J. & Kitamura, K. Critical concentration for colloidal crystallization determined with microliter
centrifuged suspensions. Langmuir 21, 7633-7637 (2005).

w

SCIENTIFIC REPORTS |

(2020) 10:9084 | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-65879-0


https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-65879-0

www.nature.com/scientificreports/

32. Leng, ], Lonetti, B., Tabeling, P,, Joanicot, M. & Ajdari, A. Microevaporators for kinetic exploration of phase diagrams. Physical
review letters 96, 084503 (2006).

33. Giorgiutti-Dauphiné, F. & Pauchard, L. Direct observation of concentration profiles induced by drying of a 2D colloidal dispersion
drop. Journal of colloid and interface science 395, 263-268 (2013).

34. Goehring, L., Clegg, W. J. & Routh, A. F. Solidification and ordering during directional drying of a colloidal dispersion. Langmuir
26, 9269-9275 (2010).

35. Zhou, H., Xu, S., Ouyang, W., Sun, Z. & Liu, L. Influence of the surface charge on the homogeneity of colloidal crystals. The Journal
of chemical physics 139, 064904 (2013).

Acknowledgements
This work was supported by the National Natural Science Foundation of China (Grant Nos. 11572322 and
11672295) and Key Research Program of Frontier Sciences, CAS, Grant NO. QYZDY-SSW-JSC040.

Author contributions

S.X. conceived the idea of the research. H.Z. and Z.S. designed the experiments. S.W. and L.W. performed
the experiments. W.O. calculated the model results. All authors discussed the results and contributed to the
manuscript.

Competing interests
The authors declare no competing interests.

Additional information
Correspondence and requests for materials should be addressed to S.X.

Reprints and permissions information is available at www.nature.com/reprints.

Publisher’s note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and
institutional affiliations.

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International

License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or
format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Cre-
ative Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not per-
mitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from the
copyright holder. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

© The Author(s) 2020

SCIENTIFIC REPORTS |

(2020) 10:9084 | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-65879-0


https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-65879-0
http://www.nature.com/reprints
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Evolution of concentration and phase structure of colloidal suspensions in a two-ends-open tube during drying process

	Results and Discussion

	Drying process of initially ordered suspension (A). 
	Close packed region. 
	Concentrated region. 
	Initial concentration region. 
	Dilution region. 

	Drying process of initially disordered suspension (B). 
	Model of drying process of colloidal suspension in tube. 
	Formula of estimating the concentration of close packed region. 

	Conclusion

	Materials and Methods

	Materials. 
	Sample preparation and experimental methods. 
	Characterization of crystal structure. 
	Characterization of particles diameter. 
	Characterization of evaporation rate. 

	Acknowledgements

	Figure 1 (a) Photographs of initially ordered suspension during drying process in chronological order.
	Figure 2 Changing tendency of volume fraction distribution (a) and corresponding wavelength distribution (b) in the suspension during drying process.
	Figure 3 The change of evaporation rate of suspension on the right side of the tube.
	Figure 4 (a) Photographs of initially disordered suspension during drying process in chronological order.
	Figure 5 Volume fraction distributions in the crystal region during drying process.
	Figure 6 Model of drying process of colloidal suspension in tube.
	Figure 7 The calculated concentration profile of colloidal suspension during drying process.
	Figure 8 SEM image of the used colloidal particles.




