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Abstract: We describe the synthesis of the novel 2-(1,5-dimethyl-4-oxo-hexyl)-3-hydroxy-5-methyl-6-pyrrolyl-1,4-
benzoquinone 2 from the natural product perezone 1. The anion–guest properties of the new compound were evaluated in 
the presence of fluoride, chloride, bromide and iodide tetrabutylammonium salts using 1H NMR titration techniques in 
deuterated dichloromethane or dimethylformamide. The title compound showed interesting colorimetric behavior in the 
presence of inorganic salts. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
Much effort has been applied toward the synthesis of 

compounds that selectively recognize anions or cations for 
use in environmental, industrial, and biological chemical 
sensors. In medicine, for example, the quantitative and quali-
tative detection of anions is relevant to processes such as 
muscle contraction and anion gap function. For example, 
calcium is involved in biological processes, such as nerve 
impulse transmission, muscle contraction, and cell activity 
regulation. Aluminum is implicated in the development of 
Alzheimer´s disease. These examples highlight the impor-
tance of monitoring electrolytes in diagnostic and therapeutic 
medicine [1]. The development of naked-eye colorimetric 
anion sensors that do not require sophisticated instrumenta-
tion would have widespread utility.  

Based on supramolecular concepts, anions can be selec-
tively recognized by functional groups such as amides, ureas, 
thioureas, and some heterocycles such as imidazole, indole, 
or pyrrole [2]. Pyrroles, in particular, play an important role 
in the chemistry of heterocycle-based anion receptors. Dipyr-
roles or the macrocyclic calixpyrroles are effective and se-
lective receptors for a variety of anionic species, such as 
fluoride, which is relevant to, for example, osteoporosis [3]. 
In general, the capacity of the host to recognize an anion lies 
in the host’s ability to coordinate with the anion via Lewis 
acid, electrostatic, or hydrogen bonding interactions. Such 
interactions may be monitored by spectroscopic techniques, 
such as NMR, UV-vis spectroscopy, or X-ray diffraction. 

Certain organic compounds can selectively recognize 
cations. In nature, a variety of cation-binding organic ligands  
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are biologically important, including porphyrin, flavin, and 
quinones, to name a few [4]. A variety of synthetic cation 
receptors have been described as well. The most well-known
class of such receptors includes the crown ethers, such as 
cryptands, podands, calixarenes, calixcrowns, which chelate 
metals [5-7]. Cation receptors containing non-ether groups, 
such as amides or carbonyl fragments, can also act as excel-
lent cation guest recognizers [8]. 

Recently, a new class of ion receptors has attracted a 
great deal of interest by simultaneously coordinating both 
anionic and cationic guest species [8,9,10]. Such receptors 
bind to a salt as an associated ion pair. Such ditopic receptors 
for associated ion-pairs generally display strong binding 
constants [9-11]. The simultaneous binding of an ion pair 
species is potentially applicable to the removal of unwanted 
ions in industrial applications or in polluted water, in addi-
tion to clinical diagnosis or treatment approaches.  

Electron-withdrawing groups bound to pyrrolyl com-
pounds tend to increase the compound’s binding affinity 
toward anions, such as fluoride [12]. Some quinones have 
been examined as possible cation or anion receptors [13-15], 
for example, benzoquinone has been reported to recognize an 
ion pair [16, 17]; however, pyrrole compounds as a group are 
the most widely studies class of anion receptors. To our 
knowledge, no pyrrolyl–quinone compounds have been de-
scribed as selectively recognizing ions. As part of a general 
research program toward developing anion-recognizing 
compounds [18-20], we recently attempted to modify the 
natural product perezone 1 in an effort to obtain novel com-
pounds capable of recognizing ions. Perezone 1, a sesquiter-
pene quinone (2-(1,5-dimethyl-4-hexenyl)-3-hydroxy-5-
methyl-1,4-benzoquinone) is an abundant natural product 
obtained from the roots of plants of the genus Perezia. This 
compound has been explored in a variety of chemical trans-
formations and biological studies. Its antifeedant and phyto-
toxic activity [21], inhibition of ADP-induced platelet aggre-
gation [22], promotion of the release of intra-mitochondrial 
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Ca2+[23], and induction of cytotoxicity through caspase-
dependent or caspase-independent mechanisms have been 
reported [24]. To our knowledge, no reports have described 
perezone as an ion-recognizing compound. 

From perezone 1, we synthesized 2-(1,5-dimethyl-4-oxo-
hexyl)-3-hydroxy-5-methyl-6-pyrrolyl-1,4-benzoquinone 2,
a candidate chemical sensor that we thought might be able to 
recognize ions. The compound included an anion-
recognizing region (pyrrole as a hydrogen bond donor) and a 
cation-recognizing region that engaged in Lewis acid interac-
tions via the carbonyl side chain. A redox-active quinone-
based chromophore capable of undergoing an intensive 
change in color was introduced to include a signal-
transducing portion of the molecule [25, 26]. (Fig. 1) It is 
important to mention that p-quinone is widely used as a 
transducing unit in sensors. 

Fig. (1). Schematic representation of compound 2, along with its 
anion recognition region (pyrrole hydrogen bond donor), cation 
recognition region (carbonyl side chain), and a p-quinone transduc-
tion region.  

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS  

Nuclear magnetic resonance spectra were recorded on a 
Varian Gemini 200 and Mercury 400. 1H NMR spectra were 
recorded at 200 and 400 MHz and are reported as follows: 
chemical shift in ppm relative to TMS as an internal standard 
(for spectra obtained in CDCl3), multiplicity (s = singlet, d = 
doublet, t = triplet, q = quartet, m = multiplet or overlap of 
nonequivalent resonances). 13C NMR spectra were recorded 
at 100 MHz, chemical shift in ppm relative to TMS from the 
solvent signal (CDCl3 � 77.0 ppm). The NMR experiments 
were measured in CD2Cl2 and DMF-d6. All employed rea-
gents were purchased from commercial sources. Reagents 
and solvents were of the highest quality available and used 
as received. TLC was performed on silica gel plates visual-
ized either with a UV lamp at 254 nm. Flash chromatogra-
phy was performed on Aldrich silica gel (70-230 Mesh). 

2-(1,5-Dimethyl-4-oxo-hexyl)-3-hydroxy-5-methyl-
[1,4]benzoquinone 4 

To a solution of 2-(1,5-Dimethyl-4-hex-4-enyl)-3,5-
dimethyl-1[1,4]benzoquinone 1 (0.5 g, 2.0 mmol) dissolved 
in CH2Cl2 (4 ml) at 0oC was added 3-Chloroperbenzoic acid 
(0.35 g, 2.0 mmol). The mixture was allowed to warm up to 
room temperature and stirred for 16 hrs. The result solution 
was quenched by adding saturated aq NaHCO3 (10 ml) and 
extracted with EtOAc (3 X 5 ml). The organic layers were 
then combined and dried (Na2SO4 anh). After concentration 

under reduced pressure, the crude product was purified by 
flash chromatography (Hex:EtOAc 8:2) to afford the title 
compound as a yellow solid; yield 0.32 g, 60%, mp 84 – 
87oC.

1H-NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3): � 7.07 (s, 1H), 6.50 (q, J = 
1.6 Hz, 1H), 3.02 (m, 1H), 2.55 (m, 1H), 2.40 (dd, J = 9.4, 
6.3 Hz, 1H), 2.32 (dd, J = 9.4, 5.6 Hz, 1H), 2.07 (d, J = 1.6 
Hz, 3H), 1.99 (m, 1H), 1.86 (m, 1H), 1.23 (d, J = 7.1 Hz, 
3H), 1.05 (dd, J = 6.9, 2.7, 6H) 

13C-NMR (101 MHz, CDCl3): � 214.5, 187.2, 184.1, 
151.2, 140.6, 135.7, 123.5, 40.6, 38.9, 29.0, 27.9, 18.2, 18.1, 
18.0, 14.7.  

2-(1,5-Dimethyl-4-oxo-hexyl)-3-hydroxy-5-methyl-6-(1H-
pyrrol-2-yl)-[1,4]benzoquinone 2 

To a solution of 4 (0.2 g, 0.66 mmol) dissolved in CH2Cl2
(2.5 ml) was added pyrrol (0.1 ml, 1.45 mmol). The mixture 
was stirred for 2 min, then SiO2 (1.0 g) was added and the 
solvent was removed under vacuum. The reaction was kept 
at room temperature for 16 h. The residue was purified by 
flash column chromatography (Hex:EtOAc 8:2) to give 
compound 2 as a blue solid; yield 0.11 g, 44%, mp 68 – 
71°C. 

1H-NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3): � 10.99 (s, 1H), 7.45 (s, 
1H), 7.12(td, J = 2.8, 1.3 Hz, 1H), 6.80 (m, 1H), 6.39 (dt, J = 
3.9, 2.6 Hz, 1H), 3.11 – 3.00 (m, 1H), 2.56 (m, 1H), 2.39 (m, 
2H), 2.31 (s, 3H), 2.11 – 1.99 (m, 1H), 1.94 – 1.82 (m, 1H), 
1.25 (d, J = 7.1 Hz, 3H), 1.05 (dd, J = 6.9, 2.6, 6H)  

13C-NMR (101 MHz, CDCl3): � 214.5, 190.7, 183.0, 
151.2, 133.4, 129.0, 126.3, 124.1, 122.1, 119.3, 110.6, 40.7, 
39.0, 29.4, 28.2, 18.34, 18.3, 18.2, 14.4  

LR-MS(EI):m/z (rel int): 331([M+2], 12), 
330([M+1],35), 329([M+], 100), 311(15), 244(58), 230(47). 
HR-MS (FAB+) 330.1708 (estimated, 330.1705). 

NMR Studied on Host and Guest 
The NMR experiments were measured in CD2Cl2 and 

DMF-d6. The solution 0.01 M of 2 in deutered solvent was 
added with different equiv of solid tetrabutylammonium salts 
(F-, Cl-, Br- and I-) was recorded.  

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The synthesis of compound 2 is shown in Scheme 1. 

Perezone 1 was reacted with m-CPBA to give the oxirane 3,
a precursor to the carbonyl which is at a strategic position on 
the molecule. It should be noted that oxiranes often undergo 
a rearrangement involving a 1,2-hydrogen migration to form 
aldehydes or ketones (Meinwald rearrangement) under 
Lewis acid or metal catalyzed conditions. Such reactions 
generally require high temperatures and long reaction times 
[27]. To our surprise, the epoxide 3 rearranged spontane-
ously to give the corresponding ketone 4 in the absence of 
solvent or catalyst. The corresponding allylic alcohol 5 was 
isolated from the reaction mixture as a byproduct, suggesting 
that the mechanism proceeded through a carbocation inter-
mediate, possibly catalyzed by the quinone moiety.  
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To obtain the corresponding pyrrolyl–quinone 2, com-
pound 4 was reacted with pyrrole in the presence of a protic 
acid; however, the reaction was unsuccessful. Nucleophiles, 
such as amines or indoles, were incorporated into the pere-
zone quinone ring by heating with Zn(AcO)2 at 40°C for 48 
h, or with NaH under reflux for 24 h [28, 29]. In an attempt 
to explore alternative green synthetic methods, the reaction 
was tested in the presence of non-toxic inexpensive silica 
gel. (Silanol groups are weakly acidic.) The silica gel proved 
to be an efficient catalyst, providing a recyclable surface for 
the alkylation of heterocyclic aromatic compounds [30-32]. 
The reaction was carried out efficiently at room temperature 
under solvent-free conditions over 12 h. The reaction mix-
ture was eluted with CH2Cl2, and compound 2 was purified 
by column chromatography to obtain an amorphous purple 
solid with a 44% yield. Although no starting material was 
recovered, oxyhydroquinone 6 (reduced oxo-perezone) was 
isolated from the reaction mixture. When the reaction was 
carried out without silica gel, traces of the product did not 
appear until at 7 days after initiation. The new pyrrolyl–
quinone compound was characterized by 1H and 13C NMR 
spectroscopy and by low-resolution and high-resolution mass 
spectrometry (LRMS and HRMS, respectively). 

The anion–guest properties of 2 were evaluated in the 
presence of fluoride, chloride, bromide, and iodide tetrabuty-
lammonium salts using 1H NMR titration techniques in deu-
terated dichloromethane at 298°K by following the induced 
shifts in the NH resonances upon complexation. The addition 
of fluoride first resulted in the disappearance of the quinone 
alcohol signal by adding 0.1 molar equivalents. Subse-
quently, the NH proton shift shifted at 10.5 ppm, indicating 
competition between the OH and NH groups for the forma-
tion of a hydrogen bond. The use of dimethyl formamide as a 
solvent yielded a maximum NH proton shift of 12.8 ppm. 
We assumed that DMF solvated the alcohol and prevented 
the formation of a complex with the anion, thereby paving 
the way to the NH pyrrole. The NH chemical shifts for the 
NMR spectra in DMF as a function of fluoride concentration 
are shown in (Fig. 2). Interestingly, no proton shifts were 
observed in the presence of the other anions, indicating that 
compound 2 was selective for fluoride. This is interesting 
because fluorine has been accused of numerous human pa-
thologies [33]. 

Compound 2 is expected to recognize anions via hydro-
gen-bonding and cations via Lewis acid interactions with the 
ketone and quinone carbonyl groups. With this in mind, we 
conducted preliminary complexation tests using inorganic 
salts. Filter paper was impregnated with compound 5 and 
immersed in a solution containing a test salt (0.1 M). This 
system permitted observation of the Lewis acid interactions 
via a change in color from purple to green (Bi(NO3)3), gray-
green (KMnO4), gray (NaNO2), brown (CuSO4), or yellow 
(NaHCO3) (Fig. 3). 

4. CONCLUSION 
In summary, a new fluoride-selective anion recognition 

system based on a pyrrolyl–quinone was easily obtained 
from the natural product perezone in two steps. The double 
bond was oxidized via oxirane rearrangement, followed by 
the chemoselective addition of pyrrole to the benzoquinone 
in good yields via an environmentally friendly, simple, and 
solvent-free approach. This last reaction remains under 
study, and we anticipate reporting the method as a general-
ized approach. The ion recognition properties are both inter-
esting and useful for a variety of applications. The range of 
colors provided by compound 2 in the presence of aqueous 

Scheme 1. Synthesis of compound 2.

Fig. (2). 1H NMR titration plot of compound 2 NH resonance upon 
addition of tetrabutylammonium fluoride dimethylformamide-d7 at 
298 K. 
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inorganic salts is large, and the colors correspond uniquely to 
each of the salts tested in this experiment. The chiral center 
in compound 2 may be useful for the detection of chiral ions.  

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
The authors confirm that this article content has no con-

flict of interest. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We are indebted to Proffesor Ester García who kindly 

supplied us Perezone 1 and for the useful discussion on the 
synthesis. With support from CIC-UMSNH (2.19). 

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 
Supplementary material is available on the publishers 

Web site along with the published article. 

REFERENCES 
[1] Valeur, B.; Leray, I. Design principles of fluorescent molecularsen-

sors for cation recognition. Coordination Chemistry Reviews 2000,
205, 3-40.  

[2] Wenzel, M.; Hiscock, J. R.; Gale P. A. Anion receptor chemistry: 
highlights from 2010. Chem. Soc. Rev. 2012, 41, 480-520.  

[3] Jin, R.; Sun, W.; Tang, S. A DFT Study of Pyrrole-Isoxazole De-
rivatives as Chemosensors for Fluoride Anion. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 
2012, 13, 10986-10999;  

[4] Kaim, W.; Schwederski, B. Cooperation of metals with electroac-
tive ligands of biochemical relevance: Beyond metalloporphyrins. 
Pure Appl. Chem. 2004, 76, 351-364.  

[5] Steed, J. W. First- and second-sphere coordination chemistry of 
alkali metal crown ether complexes. Coordination Chemistry Re-
views 2001, 215, 171-221.  

[6] Tsukanov, A. V.; Dubonosov, A. D.; Bren, V. A.; Minkin, V. I. 
Organic chemosensors with crown-ether groups. Chem. Heterocycl. 
Compd. 2008, 44, 899-923.  

[7] Sliwa, W.; Girek, T. Calixarene complexes with metal ions. J. Incl. 
Phenom. Macrocycl. Chem. 2010, 66, 15-41.  

[8] McConnell, A. J.; Beer, P. D. Heteroditopic Receptors for Ion-Pair 
Recognition. Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2012, 51, 5052-5061.  

[9] Kim, S. K.; Sessler, J. L. Ion Pair Receptors. Chem. Soc. Rev. 2010,
39, 3784-3809.  

[10] Itsikson, N. A.; Geide, I. V.; Morzherin, Y. Y.; Matern, A. I.; Chu-
pakhin, O. N. Heteroditopic Receptors. Heterocycles 2007, 72, 53-
77.  

[11] Smith B.D. Ion-pair Recognition by Ditopic Macrocyclic Recep-
tors. In Macrocyclic Chemistry: Current Trends and Future 
Prospectives. Gloe, K. Ed.; Springer:Netherlands, 2005; pp. 137-
151.  

[12] Ghosh, T.; Maiya, B. G.; Wong, M. W. Fluoride Ion Receptors 
Based on Dipyrrolyl Derivatives Bearing Electron-Withdrawing 
Groups: Synthesis, Optical and Electrochemical Sensing, and 
Computational Studies. J. Phys. Chem. A, 2004, 108, 11249-11259.  

[13] Kerdpaiboon, N.; Tomapatanaget, B.; Chailapakul, O.; Tuntulani, 
T. Calix[4]quinones Derived from Double Calix[4]arenes: Synthe-
sis, Complexation, and Electrochemical Properties toward Alkali 
Metal Ions. J. Org. Chem. 2005, 70, 4797-4804.  

[14] Kim, H. Voltammetric Recognition of Ca2+ by Calix[4]arene 
Diquinone Diacid. Bull. Korean Chem. Soc. 2010, 31, 3115-3117  

[15] Wannalerse, B.; Tuntulani, T.; Tomapatanaget, B. Synthesis, opti-
cal and electrochemical properties of new receptors and sensors 
containing anthraquinone and benzimidazole units. Tetrahedron
2008, 64, 10619-10624.  

[16] Lankshear, M. D.; Cowley, A. R.; Beer, P.D. Cooperative AND 
receptor for ion-pairs. Chem. Commun. 2006, 612-614.  

[17] McConnell, A. J.; Serpell, C. J.; Beer, P. D. Extending the family 
of heteroditopic calix[4]diquinone receptors for cooperative AND 
ionpair recognition New J. Chem. 2012, 36, 102-112.  

Fig. (3). Naked-eye colorimetric changes displayed by compound 2, which had been impregnated into filter paper and exposed to different 
inorganic salts. 



636     Letters in Organic Chemistry, 2013, Vol. 10, No. 9 Chacón-García et al.

[18] Mejía, I.; Contreras-Celedon, C.; Aviña-Verduzco, J.; Chacón-
García L. An Eficient Synthesis of Calix[4]pyrroles Under Lewis 
Acid Conditions. Lett. Org. Chem. 2008, 5, 237-239.  

[19] Chaco�n-Garcia, L.; Cha �vez, L.; Cacho, D. R.; Altamirano-
Herna�ndez, J. The first direct synthesis of b-
decamethylcalyx[5]pyrrole. Beilstein J. Org. Chem. 2009, 5, 2.  

[20] Bedolla-Medrano, M.; Contreras-Celedón, C.; Chacón García L.; 
Campos García J. Synthesis of a new calix[n]pyrrole: meso-
pentaspirociclohexyl calyx[5]pyrrole. Tetrahedron Letters, 2011,
52, 136-138.  

[21] Burgueño-Tapia, E.; Castillo, L.; González-Coloma, A.; Joseph-
Nathan, P. Antifeedant and Phytotoxic Activity of the Sesquiter-
pene p-Benzoquinone Perezone and Some of its Derivatives. J. 
Chem. Ecol. 2008, 34, 766-771.  

[22] Baños, G.; Pérez-Torres, I.; El Hafidi, M. Medicinal Agents in the 
Metabolic Syndrome. Cardiovascular & Hematological Agents in 
Medicinal Chemistry, 2008, 6, 237-252  

[23] Téllez, J. F.; Carvajal, K.; Cruz, D.; Cárabez, A.; Chávez, E. Effect 
of perezone on arrhythmias and markers of cell injury during reper-
fusion in the anesthetized rat. Life Sciences 1999, 65, 1615-1623.  

[24] Sánchez-Torres, L.E.; Torres-Martínez J. A.; Godínez-Victoria M; 
Omar, J-M.; Velasco-Bejarano, B. Perezone and its isomer isopere-
zone induce caspase-dependent and caspase-independent cell death 
Phytomedicine 2010, 17, 614-620.  

[25] Tantrakarn, K.; Ratanatawanate, C.; Pinsuk, T.; Chailapakul, O.; 
Tuntulani, T. Synthesis of redox-active biscalix[4]quinones and 
their electrochemical properties. Tetrahedron Letters 2003, 44, 33-
36.  

[26] Anzenbacher, P. Jr.; Palacios, M.A.; Jursıkova, K.; Marquez, M. 
Simple Electrooptical Sensors for Inorganic Anions. Org. Lett.
2005, 7, 5027-5030.  

[27] Smith, K.; El-Hiti G.A.; Al-Shamali, M. Rearrangment of Epoxides 
to Carbonyl Compounds in the Presence of Reusable Acidic Zeolite 
Catalyst under Mild Conditions. Catalysis Letters, 2006, 109, 77-
82.  

[28] Enríquez, R. G.; Ortiz, B.; Alducin, E.; Walls, F.; Gnecco, D.; Yu, 
M.; Reynolds, W. F. The Reaction of Perezone and Isoperezone 
with Hydroxylamine: A Surprisingly Facile Method for Introducing 
an NH2 Group into the Quinone Functionality Nat. Prod. Lett.
1995, 6, 103-109.  

[29] Lozada, M. C.; Soria-Arteche, O.; Ramírez, M. T.; Nieto-Camacho, 
A.; Enríquez, R. G.; Izquierdo, T.; Jiménez-Corona, A. Synthesis, 
cytotoxic and antioxidant evaluations of amino derivatives from 
perezone. Bioorg. Med. Chem. 2012, 20, 5077-5084.  

[30] Kamitori, Y.; Hojo, M.; Masuda, R.; Izumi, T.; Tsukamoto, S. 
Silica Gel as an Efficient Calyst for the Alkylation of Phenols and 
some Heterocyclic Aromatic Compounds. J. Org. Chem. 1984, 49,
4161-4165.  

[31] Ranu, B.; Hajra, A. Synthesis of Alkyl Substituted Pyrroles by 
Three-Component coupling of Carbonyl Compounds, Amine and 
Nitro-alkane/alkene on a Solid Surface of Silica Gel Tetrahedron
2001, 57, 4767-4773.  

[32] Mendes, S. R.; Thurow, S.; Fortes, M. P.; Penteado, F.; Lenardão, 
E. J.; Alves, D.; Perin, G.; Jacob, R. G. Synthesis of 
bis(indolyl)methanes using silica gel as an efficient and recyclable 
surface. Tetrahedron Letters 2012, 53 5402-5406.  

[33] Cametti, M.; Rissanen, K. Recognition and sensing of fluoride 
anion. Chem. Commun. 2009, 2809-2829.  


