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Abstract

Whether the COVID-19 has natural or laboratory roots, it has so far posed serious
challenges for many of the current human paradigms and the longer it takes, the
greater impacts it will have on today’s world order. This paradigm shift and a new
sight at the post-Corona era led us to the question of which factors caused the epi-
demic to spread more or less indifferent countries of the world and what was the
global responses to prevent this epidemic? Following that, what is important, is the
consequences of this epidemic, which can be considered in the question of a para-
digm shift in the post-Corona time.

Keywords COVID-19 - Global society - Economic crisis - Paradigm shift - Post-
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COVID-19 and Global Society’s Responses

Between 1940 and 2014, 335 infectious and contagious diseases were reported, most
of which had severe effects on global health and the economy (Tabish, 2020). The
outbreak new type of Coronavirus (COVID-19) in January in Wuhan, China spread
around the world in less than three months and disrupted the two key systems of
economy and global security. Because China has always been recognized in most
sections as an integral part of the global economy (Sohrabi et al., 2020; Zaman

< Mostafa Norouzi
norouzi.m60 @ gmail.com

Mahsa Hashemi
mahsa.hashemi@ut.ac.ir

Zahra Pouri

z.pouri @binaloud.ac.ir

Geography and Urban Planning, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran
Architecture and Urbanism, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

Tourism Management, Binaloud Institute of Higher Education, Torqabeh, Iran

@ Springer


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s42413-021-00141-7&domain=pdf

340 M. Norouzi et al.

et al., 2020). In fact, the different dimensions of the COVID-19 crisis have revealed
new insight about the extent and depth of the inefficiency of various dimensions of
global development management; such that contrary to most other crises and mass
damages, the epidemic’s fatalities and financial losses have spread around the world.
Countries with the highest economic growth and development, such as the United
States, China, Italy, Spain, the United Kingdom, and Brazil, were just as struggling
to cope with epidemic shock as the less developed countries. In other words, the out-
break of COVID-19 has eroded the meaning of weak and strong in the world order
and has shown how vulnerable countries can be.

Now the question is that what these countries had in common that surprised
them. In answering this question, we can bring examples and evidence from global
reactions to the COVID-19 pandemic, because governments’ strategies for coping
with this crisis have played a fundamental role. Some developed countries have
handled it well. On a smaller scale, in western democracies, which nevertheless we
expect more of them, managed to reduce the mortal effects of this disease, because
the remnants of the welfare society exist much more in countries such as Scandina-
via, Germany, and Austria as well as they followed expert knowledge and reacted
timely to the outbreak of the disease. The Scandinavian countries are almost identi-
cal in terms of economic indices and they are not much different from the other
developed European countries and the US which has suffered the most. the US has
not done well with handling the virus and has a higher rate of infection than almost
any other country. Developed European and main tourist countries such as Spain,
Italy, and France did not take the danger seriously in time and did not quarantine the
cities in time (Gossling et al., 2020; Rudan, 2020). Hence, the spread of the virus
became out of control, so that the British Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, contracted
the disease because he did not take the risk seriously. Similarly, the slowdown and
delay in the public announcement of this epidemic in Iran, and the subsequent trav-
els of the Iranians during the New Year holidays made Iran one of the countries
with the highest number of infected cases (Raoofi et al., 2020; Wikipedia, 2020). In
Brazil, the right-wing President, Jair Bolsonaro, called the COVID-19 a "fantasy"
and told in response to journalist’s question: “So what? What do you want me to
do?” (The Lancet, 2020) Despite initial warnings, instead of planning an emergency,
the US President, Donald Trump, called the virus a lie and an election hoax by the
Democratic Party after the Russia investigation (Strauss & Laughland, 2020; The
New York Times, 2020). While India, with a population of around 1.3 billion, with
an estimated per capita income of one-tenth of the United States, has about 236,657
cases, and only 6649 deaths (by the 5th of June) (JHU CSSE, 2020). In an opinion
piece entitled “Why does India have so few COVID-19 cases and deaths?”” Malani
et al. (2020) point to four factors: 1. The epidemic may have struck later than in
other countries; 2. The Indian government announced a 21-day lockdown and physi-
cal distancing; 3. The published statistics may not be accurate and 4. Widespread
vaccination for tuberculosis and malaria in India has made people resistant to the
virus. Despite these experiences, the puzzle of Africa is still unanswered. But,
the antibody from the Ebola vaccination epidemic, along with experience in how
to manage and fight epidemic disease, may have helped the African people resist the
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COVID-19 epidemic. There are also fewer tourist and commercial visits to the African
continent.

Why Global Society Need to a Paradigm Shift?

Unlike many crises, COVID-19 disease is not merely a local, national, or regional
crisis, but a global crisis that each country responds to in its own language, and in
return for this response, the aftermath must be expected. In the previous section, we
discussed global responses to the epidemic. These reactions to the health shock are
pivotal so that they give us a clear trajectory to the current section. However, here
the important point is the repercussion of this epidemic, which arises from the for-
mer section and manifests itself in the second and preponderant question that comes
to mind. What economic and political pattern will this virus follow? The answer to
this question also leads us to the important principle in the field of health that most
health issues have both a health aspect and a socio-economic aspect in the sense that
the disease is not merely limited to physiological, bacterial, and microbial condi-
tions. Since the epidemic has so rapidly affected most countries in the world, the
governments’ response to the COVID-19 is more focused on general health crisis
than on economic crisis. There is no doubt that the COVID-19 crisis will over-
shadow the world economy and lead to a reduction in Gross Domestic Product.
Therefore, we should expect an increased global recession and reduced economic
growth, which among its early effects can be made to the spread of unemployment,
the fall in oil prices and the crisis at the corporate level. However, the worth con-
sidering is the consequences of this disease in the post-Corona era. Most articles
(See, e.g. Alon, 2020; Chohan, 2020; Gruszczynski, 2020; Kuentak, 2020; Paul
et al., 2020; Tabish, 2020; WEF, 2020) which have been recently written about the
“Post-Corona era”, has focused on general topics such as strengthening nationalism,
weakening liberalism and globalization, accelerating the decline of US power, new
global polarization and further promoting China’s position, increasing the number
of bankrupt governments, the continuation of oil and energy-reduced prices, huge
losses of oil-producing countries, increased waves of unemployment, pressure on
social welfare funds, fundamental changes in businesses and the quantity and quality
of human resources, the growth of remote labor market, and online purchases and
have dealt with these aspects.

The global outbreak of COVID-19 and its various butterfly effects have resulted
in interest in the state and public services and rebuilding the world’s economy in
order to more justice distribution, as the world economy has been unfair in recent
years and income inequality has been increasing sharply (Cotula & Schwartz,
2020; Michelson, 2020; Politico, 2020; Zaman et al., 2020). These conditions
have shown that the dominant economic paradigm cannot respond appropriately
to crises and as a result, global structures and institutions are affected by this
problem, as the World Trade Organization failed to play its leading role in this
difficult time. There is a kind of debate here that needs to pay more attention to
social values, identity, and sustainable human development along with issues such
as security, production, finance, and knowledge, and the geographical boundaries,

@ Springer



342 M. Norouzi et al.

the network economy, and global communications let’s be a little more limited. In
fact, in post-Corona world, nationalism represents an opposed desire to globaliza-
tion, which creates a differentiated understanding of the new spatial governance
and territorialism (Chomsky, 2020; Fukuyama, 2020; Harari, 2020). This para-
digm shift, especially in the age of globalization can establish its dominance in
the economic, social, and political system. This is where a paradigm shift is best
understood, as Holemans (2020) emphasized the matter of the paradigm shift:
‘from a sleepwalking society focused on profit, competition, and consumption,
to a future-oriented one that prioritizes investment, cooperation, and wellbeing’.
However, the epidemic is not the basis of this insight. It just reiterated this need,
as several studies referred before the onset of COVID-19 time (Horner, 2020;
Laybourn-Langton & Jacobs, 2018). The need for a new paradigm is essential,
because as Horner (2020) argued the current global development is very ill-fitted
and uneven, and characterized by interconnected neoliberal capitalism, the chal-
lenge of sustainability, as well as the blurring of North—South boundaries. This
is a sign of the deteriorating situation in the world’s dominant paradigm, which
has begun before the COVID-19 crisis; however, with the arrival of the uninvited
guest in the whole world, this need for change has become more obvious.

How the post-Corona world will really be? It is a question that many of us are inter-
ested in finding answers. It may be a little early to say that COVID-19 will mark another
turning point, as it did in the 1930s, and the fate of one-term presidency of Hoover will be
repeated for Trump. As time passes on and the crisis gets longer and longer, it can give us
a clearer and more analytical perspective. Global society did not learn from Ebola when
in 2015, the G7 members proclaimed it as a ‘wake-up call’ for better global cooperation
(Paul et al., 2020). Now, in the COVID-19 lived experience, it is time to reveal and doing
comprehensive analysis, systematic and applied research in the field of social justice, and
move toward efficient governance. Meanwhile, any country that has stronger governance
and has already been able to conserve the necessary resources has now been able to do
better against the COVID-19 crisis or as Harari (2020) highlighted ‘this storm will pass,
but the choices we make now could change our lives for years to come’. It seems that
global societies now have two options, either to isolate themselves or to work together to
solve problems globally and it seems that they have to choose the second way.
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