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Avian Infectious Bronchitis Virus

Classification and description: Family, Coronaviridae; genus, Coro-
navirus; species, Avian infectious bronchitis virus (types 1 to 10 and possi-
bly more). Causes acute contagious respiratory illness and includes re-
productive tissue disease (i.e., egg shell problems and egg production
losses) in chickens.

Hosts: Chickens only.

Areas free of the virus: No areas are known to be free and it is thought to
have a worldwide distribution.

Key developments: The disease was first reported in the United States (11).
Vaccines were developed in the 1950s and the economic impact diminished.

Historical movement: Not documented.

Diagnostic techniques: VN (5-7,13,15), AGID (8), FA (3), CF (5), HA
(1,2,4), HI (1,2,10,14), and ELISA (9,10,12) have all been reported. For
the most sensitive methods to serotype the virus see Refs. (6,7).

Diagnostic reagents: See Section F.
Map credits: Current literature.
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