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Introduction
Children are not only part of the community, but function in
their own communities such as schools (1). When a child is
diagnosed with a childhood malignancy, prolonged treatment
not only separates the child from their functional community,
but also the community is left without a societal member (2).

All parties are best served by communicating about the
diagnosis, within the limits of confidentiality and the
patient’s wishes (1). New channels should be established to
ensure the patient of their place in their various communities.
This presents the opportunity for all parties to process the
feelings that a cancer diagnosis elicits in each community
member (1,2).

We share the expression of these feelings in an educator
from a small Flemish community and the productive
actions they undertook to create channels to support their
community member during his oncological treatment. The
educator shared his thoughts on a number of social media
platforms to benefit the school faculty, parents, and caregiv-
ers that constituted the patient’s communities.

The Letter to the Community
For John*
A while ago I called you together. One of our pupils, our
John, found out that he had leukemia. It touched everyone
in our team to the core. We’re now a few weeks further.
John is fighting an incredible battle. One that we wanted to
support. To help. Support from the sidelines without impos-
ing ourselves. And as a principal, it was a joy to see the fol-
lowing events unfolding…

For the Hospital Staff
Doctors, specialists, and psychologists were taking care of
John’s health. The classmates and teachers were supported

by a hospital psychologist, which deserves to be highlighted.
She brought the message of his diagnosis to his classmates.
The teacher felt very supported. It was not easy for her but
we did what we could as a team. In the meantime, John
was taught in hospital by two wonderful ‘hospital teachers’.
A big thank you to everyone who helps, cares, and supports!

For Bednet (Electronic Distance Teaching Provided by
the Bednet Organization)
Bednet immediately involved us in their plans. A fantastic
organization that builds the heart-warming bridge that is so
crucial to make home education for patients a success.
John wanted to do work for school. John missed his class-
mates. John wanted to move forward. That is how we
know him. Now we are embarking on this adventure together
for John so that he can participate in the lessons. This makes
him feel our commitment and support. This way he receives
his education, because learning is a basic right.

For a Very Strong Class Teacher: Miss Carol*
When I heard the class teacher speak, my appreciation for her
only increased. She would be offering extra home tuition
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during this period. New for all of us, but also very exciting
for her. Uncharted territory. She was steering and continues
to do so, the class group through these turbulent waters in
a very warm-hearted manner. The classmates made flowers
and surprises for John and wrote him letters. The class
teacher also created space for each pupil to talk or write
about their own sadness. This while she continued to work
on her regular program and then came up with a wonderful
proposal…

The John Cup
She wanted to hold a benefit on “pajamas day” (A festive day
organized by the Bednet organization to put all the children
who follow homeschooling in the spotlight. On that day,
all pupils in primary schools in Flanders come to school in
their pajamas to express their support for the sick pupils.).
John is a football fan. He will be the trainer this time—
even from his hospital bed. He chose some classmates to
play a match against a team of teachers. Everyone on the
teachers’ team agreed and participated wholeheartedly. One
teacher provided the jerseys and the class made banners to
support them. At 10 o’clock we played John’s match on
our playground. We filmed it and streamed it to him in real
time. For him. Because we care about him.

Tourist LeMc, Adil El Arbi, Sander from Ketnet, Jeroom,
Yari Verschaeren (Flemish Celebrities)
The care teacher, Christine*, also wanted to help. Our teach-
ers reached out to many people. All these well-known
Flemish celebrities recorded a video message for John.
Purely to support him. At the request of a teacher from a
small school in Antwerp. We all agreed that you were truly
caring people and we happily delivered your message to
John! It would help him tremendously. Thank you very
much!

Final Word
This is what I am here to witness. All the effort. All the
warmth. An incredible number of people with only honorable
intentions. Well, that is what we do. Here in our school, we
are creating our small community with very strong people!
Not only my teachers, but all teachers deserve a lot of appre-
ciation for this. Also, all the people who give the best of
themselves every day in caring for others, regardless of
whether they work in education or in a health care setting.

That is why I am happy to share this story.
A proud principal.

Conclusion
The identity of a child is even more important during cancer
treatment (3). Therefore, the development of flexible educa-
tion and health care remains an integral part of the multidis-
ciplinary approach of a patient diagnosed with cancer (3).
This has a bidirectional benefit for all community members
to constructively process the changes associated with a diag-
nosis of childhood cancer.

Acknowledgments
We acknowledge the educational team, healthcare team, and Bednet
organization for the various contributions in realizing these commu-
nity efforts. https://www.bednet.be.

Author Contributions
BJ wrote the original letter, all other authors contributed to the con-
ceptualization of the manuscript, translation, and critical review.

Declaration of Conflicting Interests
The authors declared no potential conflicts of interest with respect to
the research, authorship, and/or publication of this article.

Funding
The authors received no financial support for the research, author-
ship, and/or publication of this article.

ORCID iDs
Machiel van den Akker https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2828-6226
Jaques van Heerden https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4502-1169

References

1. Cancer Council New South Wales. Chapter 3: when a student
has cancer. In: Sheard R (ed.) Cancer in the School
Community—A Guide for Staff Members. Sydney, Australia:
Cancer Council Australia; 2018:20.

2. Boles JC, Winsor DL. “My school is where my friends are”: inter-
preting the drawings of children with cancer. J Res Child Educ.
2019;33(2):225-41. doi:10.1080/02568543.2019.1577771.

3. Hay G, Nabors M, Sullivan A, Zygmund A. Students with pedi-
atric cancer: a prescription for school success. Phys Disabil:
Educ Relat Serv. 2015;34(2):1-13.

2 Journal of Patient Experience

https://www.bednet.be
https://www.bednet.be
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2828-6226
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2828-6226
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4502-1169
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4502-1169
https://doi.org/10.1080/02568543.2019.1577771

	 Introduction
	 The Letter to the Community
	 For John*
	 For the Hospital Staff
	 For Bednet (Electronic Distance Teaching Provided by the Bednet Organization)
	 For a Very Strong Class Teacher: Miss Carol*
	 The John Cup
	 Tourist LeMc, Adil El Arbi, Sander from Ketnet, Jeroom, Yari Verschaeren (Flemish Celebrities)
	 Final Word

	 Conclusion
	 Acknowledgments
	 References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile ()
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 5
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2003
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    33.84000
    33.84000
    33.84000
    33.84000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    9.00000
    9.00000
    9.00000
    9.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames false
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks true
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks true
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


