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We would like to thank Seghal et al. for their interest
in our study and acknowledge their contribution to
our understanding of the role of fungal allergy in
lung disease.'* They express two concerns. Firstly
they question the appropriateness of the term fungal
bronchitis and secondly the novelty of the report
because they believe it is well-established that anti-
fungal therapy is effective in allergic bronchopul-
monary aspergillosis (ABPA). Bronchitis is a
descriptive term meaning inflammation of the
bronchi. This can be qualified by persistence (acute
versus chronic), pathology (eosinophilic, neutrophi-
lic) or cause (bacterial, viral, fungal). Symptoms of
bronchitis include cough which may be productive of
discoloured sputum (often brown or creamy if there
is a fungal cause), and impaired lung function.
Bronchiectasis is defined structurally as dilated
bronchi with the diagnosis made radiologically. Epi-
sodes of bronchitis can occur with and without
bronchiectasis and bronchiectasis can occur with and
without bronchitis. The two are associated, but inde-
pendent. As our case series described people with a
clinical picture of bronchitis caused by fungal infec-
tion, the term ‘fungal bronchitis’ appears to us rather
apposite. With regards originality we should first say
that we question the value of the term ABPA to
describe the endotype of airway disease charac-
terised by lung damage due to allergy to airway colo-
nising, thermotolerant, filamentous fungi such as 4.
fumigatus.> ABPA, which is defined according to
restrictive and relatively arbitrary criteria, excludes

the great majority of people with this pattern of dis-
ease. We therefore prefer the inclusive term allergic
fungal airway disease (AFAD), the criteria for which
are IgE sensitisation to 4. fumigatus or related fungi
and the presence of airway disease.” It is the case that
some, though far from all the subjects in our series
had AFAD, a point made in the paper. Irrespective of
the nomenclature used, notwithstanding the studies
quoted by the authors, the benefits of anti-fungal
therapy in this condition are uncertain. Blinded, pla-
cebo controlled trials have shown either no improve-
ment or modest benefit at best.” Clinical experience
suggests that while the majority of patients with
AFAD/ABPA/SAFS (Severe asthma with fungal sen-
sitisation.) do not respond to anti-fungal therapy, some
do, at least some of the time. The main aim of our
paper was to make the point that a positive fungal
culture is a biomarker for response to anti-fungal
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therapy, whether or not fungal allergy is involved.
For the record 7 of the 19 subjects in the Aspergillus
group and 1 of the 12 in the Candida group met the
ISHAM criteria for ABPA.
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