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Abstract

Background: During a golf swing, analysis of the movement in upper torso and
pelvis is a key step to determine a motion control strategy for accurate and
consistent shots. However, a majority of previous studies that have evaluated this
movement limited their analysis only to the rotational movement of segments, and
translational motions were not examined. Therefore, in this study, correlations
between translational motions in the 3 axes, which occur between the upper torso
and pelvis, were also examined.

Methods: The experiments were carried out with 14 male pro-golfers (age: 29 ± 8
years, career: 8.2 ± 4.8years) who registered in the Korea Professional Golf Association
(KPGA). Six infrared cameras (VICON; Oxford Metrics, Oxford, UK) and SB-Clinc
software (SWINGBANK Ltd, Korea) were used to collect optical marker trajectories.
The center of mass (CoM) of each segment was calculated based on kinematic
principal. In addition, peak value of CoM velocity and the time that each peak
occurred in each segment during downswing was calculated. Also, using cross-
correlation analysis, the degree of coupling and time lags of peak values occurred
between and within segments (pelvis and upper torso) were investigated.

Results: As a result, a high coupling strength between upper torso and pelvis with
an average correlation coefficient = 0.86 was observed, and the coupling between
segments was higher than that within segments (correlation coefficient = 0.81 and
0.77, respectively).

Conclusions: Such a high coupling at the upper torso and pelvis can be used to
reduce the degree of motion control in the central nervous system and maintain
consistent patterns in the movement. The result of this study provides important
information for the development of optimal golf swing movement control strategies
in the future.

Keywords: Golf, Linear velocity, Coupling, Cross-correlation, Downswing
Background
Golf is a competitive sport where balls are hit into a series of holes on a golf course;

thus, accuracy of direction and high distance of each swing is essential [1]. The goal of

the game is to get the ball into a hole using the fewest number of strokes [2], which is

possible with a high driving distance. The distance is determined by the initial ball

speed at club impact, and the speed of the ball is a determined by the club head speed

immediately before impact [1]. Therefore, many studies have attempted to develop
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strategies to increase the speed of the club head [3-5]. Most of these studies have

attempted to analyze the mechanism of successful shots based on kinematic analysis of

the upper torso and pelvis during golf swings [6-9].

According to Okuda et al. a successful golf swing is possible with the sequential

movement of each human body segment, and it begins from the rotation in pelvis [10].

Bunn et al. suggested that the theoretically peak speed appears at the proximal segment

first and the appearance of peak speed becomes delayed toward the distal segments,

and sequential maintenance is a key to an efficient and successful swing [11]. This

mechanism is for an efficient momentum transition from the proximal to the distal,

and therefore, they concluded that the downswing of expert golfers start from the

initial movement of the pelvis and upper torso. Several other experimental studies on

sequential movements have also been reported [12-14], and the pattern behavior of

expert golfers was found to be quite remarkable. Thus, the pelvis and upper torso are

as significant as the segments in regards to maximizing the club head speed.

More recently, researchers have attempted to analyze and develop motion control

strategies based on coordination between the pelvis and upper torso. According to the

result of Kottke et al., when the human body tries a new behavior, it tends to use

muscles inefficiently, which is controlled by the central nervous system [15]. However,

by practicing the movements, the central nervous system changes muscle activation,

and will develop an optimized strategy to perform certain motions. This process allows

the body to become skillful on a specific motion [16]. In a highly redundant musculo-

skeletal system, most human body motions appear through combinations of many

muscles, the central nervous system attempts to reduce the dimension of the control

by activating functionally coordinated muscle groups rather than individual muscles.

Therefore, establishing a simplified optimal control strategy through practice is possible

[17]. If the strategy is expanded even slightly, simple control strategies appear as similar

motor outputs by each axial movement in between and within segment [18]. A lot of

researches have conducted related to the control strategy to improve the performance

in golf swing [18-22].

According to Horan et al., a similar form of rotational motion was observed during

the downswings of professional golfers, and a very similar relationship of peak and

phase at the medial-lateral tilt and axial rotation velocity in the thorax was observed

[19]. According to a recent study by the same authors, similarities in angular velocity,

which is generated from each axis between and within segments in the head, thorax

and pelvis were observed, and the angular velocity of each axis of the thorax and pelvis were

highly correlated with an average r = 0.92 [18]. However, these recent studies only proposed

control strategies based on the rotational angular velocity of the pelvis and thorax, and no

study has performed a coupling analysis on the translation movement in between and

within segments. Most human body movements are general motions that involve a combin-

ation of rotation and translation [23], and the golf swing also includes complex movements

with simultaneous rotation and translation of each segment in three dimensional space.

During the golf downswing, the only consideration of the rotational movements without

the translational movements is incomplete control strategies. Thus, there is a need to

develop a new motion control strategy that also includes translation.

Therefore, as a first study to develop a complex motor control strategies considering

rotational and translational movement at once during golf downswing, the goal of this
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study was to analyze the coupling between translational motions that occur in 3 axis

directions between and within two segments: upper torso and pelvis, during a skillful

golfer’s downswing phase. We hypothesized that the linear speed and velocity in each

direction of the upper torso and pelvis would be highly coupled.
Methods
Subjects & apparatus

The subjects used in this study included 14 professional golfers with no past history of mus-

culoskeletal disorders. Each subject was a professional athlete (average career 8.2 ± 4.8 years)

who registered at the KPGA (Korea Professional Golf Association), and all were

right-handed golfers. Table 1 shows the body and swing characteristics of the professional

golfers who participated in the experiment.

Six infrared cameras from VICON Inc. (VICON, Oxford Metrics, Oxford, UK) and

SB-Clinic software (SWINGBANK Ltd, Korea) were used and the capture rate was set at

120Hz each recording. In order to remove the high frequency noise on acquired marker

trajectories, a zero leg 4th low-pass Butterworth filter was applied, and the cutoff frequency

of each marker was set from 6Hz to 10Hz through residual analysis [24].
Procedures

For each subject, a total of nine markers were attached: 4 in the pelvis, 4 in the trunk

and 1 on the club head. In the pelvis, markers were attached to the right and left, and

anterior/posterior of superior iliac spine. For the trunk, markers were attached to the

suprasternal notch and xiphoid process on the frontal, and C7 and T10 spinous process

on the posterior. The marker points were part of the modified Helen Hayes marker set

and the anatomical landmark between the trunk and pelvis. Before the actual experi-

ment, each subject was allowed to warm up, which included large dynamic movement

and static stretch exercise [25]. In addition, practice swings were performed to allow

each subject to adapt to the laboratory environment. 5 swing repetitions per subject

were performed, and 3 trials among the total were chosen randomly for data analysis.

The swing analysis was limited to the downswing, which defined as an interval from

the top of the backswing to the ball contact. The top of the backswing represents a

transition where the pelvis stops to rotate clockwise and begins to rotate in the target

direction [26], and the ball contact means a moment that the club head touches the

ball. Data extracted on the downswing were normalized to 100% and analysis was

performed. Figure 1 shows the overall golf swing analysis system used in this study.
Upper torso and pelvis kinematics

In order to calculate the translational speed of the trunk and pelvis, the center of mass

(CoM) trajectories of each segment was extracted. The position of the CoM in each

segment were calculated from the spatial location of the neck (C7/T1) joint, waist (L5/S1)
Table 1 Subject characteristics (S.D.)

Gender Age
(years)

Height (m) Weight (kg) Handicap
(strokes)

Peak clubhead
speed (m/s2)

Downswing
duration (sec)

Males (n=14) 29 (8) 1.76 (7.9) 74.6 (9.3) 0 (0) 45.4 (3.9) 0.31 (0.04)



Figure 1 Golf swing analysis system.
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joint and the hip joint on the leg. In case of the hip joint, a model based on a radiographic

examination experiment by Davis et al. was used [27]. Based on the anatomical coordinate

of the pelvis, the position of the hip joint was calculated as follows (Figure 2).

XH ¼ �xdis � rmar ker½ � cosβþ C cosθ sinβ ð1Þ

YH ¼ S C sinθ � dASIS
2

� �
ð2Þ

ZH ¼ �xdis � rmar ker½ � sinβþ C cosθ cosβ ð3Þ

Where, the coefficient values and definitions are as follow.

C ¼ 0:115� Leg legnth in metersð Þ � 0:0153

θ ¼ 28:4�

β ¼ 18�

dASIS: ASIS-to-ASIS distance (in meters), measured during the clinical examination
xdis: Anterior / posterior component of the ASIS/hip center distance (in meters) in

the sagittal plane of the pelvis and measured during the clinical examination

rmarker: Marker radius (in meters)

S:+1 for the right side, and −1 for the left side
Figure 2 Hip joint centering geometry (scanned picture from Davis et al., 1991).
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For the neck (C7/T1) joint and waist joint (L5/S1), previously published equations

were used [28]. In this previous work, the waist (L5/S1) joint was positioned at 9.04cm

inside from the surface of the 5th lumber vertebra, and was tilted 6 degrees from

horizontal with + clockwise. In addition, the neck (C7/T1) joint was positioned

7.47cm inside of the 7th thoracic vertebra, and tilted 25 degrees from the horizontal

with + clockwise. Based on these previous studies, the positions of the hip, neck and

waist joint can be calculated using a segment anatomical coordinate system.

These joint centers based on the anatomical coordinate system should be converted

to the trajectories in the global coordinate system, and anatomical coordinate system of

the pelvis and upper torso must be built previously. The anatomical coordinate system

was determined based on the coordinates of the markers attached to the anatomical

landmarks using the following formula [29].

→v1 ¼ →
PLASI � →

PRASI ð4Þ
→v2 ¼ →

PPSI � →
PRASI ð5Þ

Where,
→
P represents the mid-point of

→
P and

→
P
PSI LPSI RPSI

ĝ pelvis ¼
→v1
→v1k k ĥpelvis ¼

→v1 � →v2
→v1 � →v2k k f̂ pelvis ¼ ĝ pelvis � ĥpelvis ð6Þ

Tpelvis
� � ¼ a11 a12 a13

a21 a22 a23
a31 a32 a33

2
4

3
5 ¼ f̂ pelvis ĝ pelvis ĥpelvis

h i
ð7Þ

Here, [Tpelvis] represents the transformation matrix between the global and anatomical
coordinate system of the pelvis. In the case of the upper torso and pelvis, a transformation

matrix was generated from the trajectories of markers attached to the anatomical

landmarks, and the anterior/posterior direction was set as the x-axis, medial/lateral

direction was set as the y-axis and the up/down direction was set as the z-axis. Figure 3

shows the anatomical coordinate system.

The calculated anatomical coordinate transform matrix was used to recover the

trajectories of the joint center during the golf swing based on the global coordinate system.

→
P
G
LASI ¼ G Tpelvis

� �L→PL
LASI þ →

P
G
ASI ð8Þ
Figure 3 Anatomical coordinate system for the pelvis and upper torso.
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The CoM of the each segment was used to construct a line that connected the joint

center and were calculated as described by Winter [30]. In addition, the velocity at each

direction was calculated by applying the forward difference method, and the linear

speed was calculated by applying the square root of the squared sum of the linear

velocities in each direction.

Data analysis

In this study, the peak values of linear speed in the pelvis and trunk, and the linear

velocity in the 3-dimensional axis were calculated. Generally, speed can be used as a

scalar value and can measure the change in the segment motion occurs with time;

however, this value cannot be used to describe the components in each direction. The

velocity, as vector components, can describe information about each direction of body

segments. Therefore, linear speed and velocity was used for the analysis.

Typically, cross-correlation is similar in nature to the convolution operation of two

functions, and can analyze the similarity of two signal patterns under continuous time

[31]. It can be calculated by shifting one of signal series relative to the other. The

number of data points that the series is shifted is represented the time-lag. The

equation generally used is as follows:

r lð Þ ¼

X
i

xi � �xð Þ yi�l � �yð Þ½ �
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiX
i

xi � �xð Þ2
r ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiX

i

yi�l � �yð Þ2
r ð9Þ

Where, the time-lag is denoted by l and r represents the correlation coefficient. Total

199 (2*100-1) correlation coefficients were calculated within two signal series

normalized into 100, and the ratio to have positive correlation coefficients among the

maximum absolute correlation coefficients of the two signal series in overall time was

obtained. In addition, time-lag (the number of data points), when maximum absolute

correlation coefficient appears, was calculated. Coupling in linear speed and velocity at

intersegments was analyzed based on the correlation coefficient of each direction in the

pelvis and upper torso and coupling in each segment was determined based on the

linear velocity of the 3 axis directions correlation coefficient. A correlation coefficient

higher than 0.8 indicates that the two patterns have high coupling strength, whereas a

value between 0.7 and 0.8 and below 0.7 indicate the patterns have a moderate and low

coupling, respectively [32]. These data analyses were performed using MATLAB

version 6.5.0 (The MathWorks, Natick, MA, USA). Also, differences in peak velocity

with time, and differences in peak velocity value at each segment and axis was analyzed

by ANOVA (Tukey's HSD) and the t-test. The significant level was set at p < 0.05.

Results
Figure 4 shows the results of the linear velocity in the 3-axis at the pelvis and upper torso

during the downswing of 14 pro-golfers. The patterns in each direction were similar at

the pelvis and upper torso, but the time and the value where the peak points occurred

were different. In addition, a distinctive pattern and the highest range of velocity were

observed in the medial/lateral direction for the upper torso and pelvis, respectively.



Figure 4 Ensemble average for the pelvis and upper torso linear velocity during a golf downswing
(14 pro-golfers).
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Table 2 shows the peak value for the linear speed and velocity, and the time it

occurred in the pelvis and trunk during the downswing of 14 pro-golfers. Also, when

looking at the linear velocity in each direction, the minimum medial/lateral linear

velocity was higher at the pelvis rather than the upper torso, and a higher maximum

and minimum vertical linear velocity was found at the pelvis (p < 0.001). As for the

anterior/posterior direction, the time when the minimum peak value occurred was

earlier at the pelvis than the upper torso (p < 0.001), and the same results were observed

in the medial/lateral (p < 0.035) and up/down (p < 0.045) directions. Within each segment,
Table 2 Amplitude of maximum and minimum speed and velocity for each segment and
direction with respect to the timing of peaks during the downswing (S.D.)

Max/min
speed (m/s) Downswing (%) Direction Max/min

velocity (m/s) Downswing (%)

Upper torso

0.440 (0.11) 59 (26)
Anterior/posterior

0.125 (0.09)b 94 (21)b,c

−0.245 (0.09)c 66 (11)**,b

Medial/lateral
0.345 (0.13) 26 (12)a,c

0.203 (0.08) 49 (45)

−0.267 (0.11)**,c 93 (5)*

Up/down
0.169 (0.13)**,b 71 (24)a,b

−0.108 (0.09)** 48 (44)*,b

Pelvis

0.434 (0.11) 47 (23)
Anterior/posterior

0.136 (0.09)b 96 (16)b,c

−2.030 (0.08) 39 (16)b

Medial/lateral
0.343 (0.13) 22 (16)a,c

0.189 (0.06) 65 (41)

0.041 (0.14)a 76 (27)

Up/down
0.231 (0.11)b 78 (12)a,b

−0.022 (0.07)a 28 (36)b

* and ** denote p<0.05 and p<0.01 respectively between upper torso and pelvis.
asignificantly different from anterior/posterior, bsignificantly different from medial/lateral, csignificantly different from
up/down direction.
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the maximum medial/lateral linear velocity was higher than that in the anterior/posterior

and up/down directions, and the minimum vertical linear velocity was higher than that in

the anterior/posterior and medial/lateral directions (p < 0.001). Also, the maximum linear

velocity of the pelvis and upper torso occurred in sequence: medial/lateral, up/down, an-

terior/posterior direction, and statistically significant differences were observed (p <

0.001). In the case of the time for the minimum peak at the pelvis and upper torso, both

occurred in a sequence from up/down, anterior/posterior, medial/lateral, and a statistically

significant difference was only observed in the medial/lateral direction (p < 0.001).

Table 3 shows the results of the coupling and the phase difference in linear speeds

and velocities between the upper torso and pelvis of each golfer during the downswing.

A strong coupling strength was observed for the upper torso-pelvis linear speed, and

the lowest coupling (r = 0.75) was found in the medial/lateral direction. Also, the ratio

of having a positive r in linear velocity was 100%; thus, the coupling occurred in the

positive direction for all swings and the lowest positive coupling was found in the

medial/lateral direction (79%). Overall, the linear velocity and speed in each direction

of the upper torso and pelvis had a positive coupling. In the case of the phase difference,

the pelvis had the highest precedence (81%) on average relative to the other directions,

except for the up/down direction.

Table 4 shows the coupling and phase difference in linear velocities within each

segment in the upper torso and pelvis, respectively. The average r was 0.79, which

indicates that there was a lower coupling within segments, and better coupling for the

pelvis than upper torso. When coupling in directions are considered, the upper torso

and pelvis both have higher value in the anterior/posterior and up/down directions

with r values of 0.79 and 084, respectively. Also, the ratio of having a positive r was

much higher for the pelvis than the upper torso. The anterior/posterior and medial/lateral

direction in the pelvis had a 7% ratio of having a positive r and the correlation was in the

negative direction, and the medial/lateral and up/down direction had the highest positive

ratio (86%). Similar results were observed between the upper torso and pelvis in regards

to the phase difference, where the medial/lateral peak value of upper torso was the highest

(38%) relative to the frontal/posterior direction throughout the swings (100%). The

medial/lateral (56%) was higher than the up/down directions, and the peak value

leading patterns were observed throughout the whole swings (100%), as was observed

for the upper torso.
Table 3 Maximum cross-correlation coefficients and phasing for between segment
analyses (S.D.)

Upper torso-pelvis Max. correlation
coefficient

Positive correlation
coefficient (%)

Phasing - : 0 : + (ratio)

Anterior/posterior 0.84 (0.15) 86 26 (18) 3 : 0 : 39 (93%)

Medial/lateral 0.75 (0.16) 79 3 (13) 9 : 0 : 33 (79%)

Up/down 0.88 (0.11) 86 −7 (23) 21 : 9 : 12 (50%)

Speed 0.97 (0.02) 100 11 (18) 9 : 3 : 30 (71%)

Max. correlation coefficient: The maximum absolute value among the correlation coefficients of two types of data series
from the overall time domain.
Positive correlation coefficient (%): The ratio to have positive correlation coefficients among the maximum absolute
correlation coefficients of the two types of data series in the overall time domain.
Phasing: The time-lag (the number of data points) when maximum absolute correlation coefficient appears.
- : 0 : + (ratio): The number and ratio of negative (upper torso is leading), zero (occur simultaneously) and positive (upper
torso is lagging) phasing value among the total trials (14 subjects x 3 trials).



Table 4 Maximum cross-correlation coefficients and phasing for within segment analyses
(S.D.)

Max. correlation
coefficient

Positive correlation
coefficient (%)

Phasing - : 0 : + (ratio)

Upper torso A/P – M/L 0.75 (0.15) 14 38 (11) 0 : 0 : 42 (100%)

A/P – U/D 0.79 (0.19) 21 −6 (24) 33 : 3 : 6 (79%)

M/L – U/D 0.77 (0.15) 50 −45 (27) 21 : 9 : 12 (50%)

Pelvis A/P – M/L 0.79 (0.15) 7 16 (12) 3 : 0 : 39 (93%)

A/P – U/D 0.84 (0.08) 21 −39 (21) 36 : 0 : 6 (86%)

M/L – U/D 0.80 (0.08) 86 −56 (20) 42 : 0 : 0 (100%)

A/P: Anterior/posterior, M/L: Medial/lateral, U/D: Up/down direction.
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Discussion
Pelvis and upper torso, as segments that initiate the movement during a golf down-

swing, will move in an appropriate magnitude and sequence to maximize the club head

speed. In order to better understand the role of the pelvis and upper torso in motion

control, we analyzed the correlation between the linear speed and velocity of the pelvis

and upper torso during the downswings of pro-golfers. To determine this, the peak

values of the linear speed and velocity, and the time when these peaks occurred were

extracted. A similar trend was observed in each direction of the pelvis and upper torso.

In addition, the 3-axis direction of each segment was assessed using cross-correlation

analysis. Previous studies only examined the rotational motions in each segment and

similarity analysis for the translational motions has yet to be performed. Thus, the

results obtained in this study will provide basic information to better understand the

motion control strategy during the downswing of professional golfers.

The maximum and minimum speed in the upper torso was larger than in the pelvis,

but this was not statistically significant. However, differences were observed in the axis

linear velocity between the medial/lateral and up/down directions. In particular, we

examined the velocity range (maximum value - minimum value) in the medial/lateral

direction (0.612 ± 0.10 m/s) of the 14 pro golfers and the maximum was value differed

by 3.335 m/s when compared with the other axis ranges. These differences are believed

to be the mechanism by which maximum power is delivered to the ball at impact, and

thereby a weight shift process naturally occurs. According to Burden et al., the swing

speed can be increased when the human CoM moves into the ball direction at impact

[13], and Okuda et al. concluded that there was a significant weight shift transition

phenomena during the downswing for professional golfers [10]. The trunk, in fact,

contains most of the mass among the segments that comprise the body [30], and the

weight transition of the pro-golfers is considered to be close related with shift in the

torso CoM and variation of velocity; therefore, intensive studies will be needed to

clarify these relationships.

The similarity analysis between the pelvis and upper torso resulted in an average r value

of 0.86, and the highest value was observed for the linear speed (r = 0.97 ± 0.02). This

likely occurred because the patterns of the pelvis and trunk were similar to each other

during the overall downswing phase. However, the correlation coefficients in the medial/

lateral direction between upper torso and pelvis had the lowest value (r = 0.75 ± 0.16)

compared to the anterior/posterior and up/down direction. This means that the motion

control strategy that occurs in the pro-golfers are not simple compared to the other axis.
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According to the result of Horan et al., the pelvis and thorax exhibited the most movement

in the medial/lateral direction during the downswing [19]. Therefore, the medial/lateral

direction showed a lot more motion when compared to the other axis.

The difference in the timing of the peak value was observed in the anterior/posterior

direction, where the pelvis lead the upper torso (93% rate of the pelvis movement

precedence to the upper torso in entire trials of 14 professional golfers), and leading

and lagging appeared diversely in the up/down direction. Also, the phase differences

within the segment were as follows: in the anterior/posterior-medial/lateral directions,

the medial/lateral direction led with an average of 97% at the pelvis and upper torso. In

a previous studies [1,12], the pelvis was reported to have led the upper torso in rota-

tional angular velocity on the axial axis, and such a sequential movement was proposed

as a mechanism for optimizing the speed of the club head. Nevertheless, these previous

studies have only focused on the rotational motion, and no study has examined the

translational motion of each segment. Therefore, based on the phase difference result

of this study, the sequence of movement during the downswing can be calculated, and

the appropriate motion control strategy can be developed in the future.

Final goal of control strategy in the golf is to improve the swing performance. There-

fore, the purpose of studies related to the motor control during golf swing is to find

variables that exhibited consistency (absolute invariance) and variability in skilled

golfers, and use the consistent variables as a golf teaching tool. Bradshaw et al.

proposed that absolute invariance seem to be more effective technique in the main

swing phases such as the top of the backswing [21]. Similarly, coupling between the

upper torso and pelvis was higher at pro-golfers, and these consistencies can be used as

useful information during a golf teaching. Variables with high variability in the pro-golfers

, however, variety of movement strategies can be existed and those are caused by variety

of reasons, such as personal characteristics or individual differences [22]. Therefore,

higher order control strategies including individual differences are considered to be

required for the stabilization on golf swing.

This study was performed with an aim that establishing a proper control strategy of

the pelvis and torso in golf downswing, and analyzed the control strategies of the linear

movement by the coupling between the linear velocity and speed in the skilled golfers’

upper torso and pelvis. In the future, simplified functionality controlled by the central

nerve system for a proper downswing movement can be analyzed with coupling

analysis between the translational and rotational movements, and the results can be

used to establish a complex control strategy of the pelvis and torso motions. In

addition, complex sequence can be established by the phasing differences between each

linear velocity along with those of the rotational movements, which proposed in the

published results [1,12].

The results of this study can be summarized as follows.

1. During the downswing of pro-golfers, the pelvis and upper torso translational

movement showed a high coupling strength between the two segments with an average

r=0.86. This strategy likely reduces and simplifies the dimension of motion control in

the central nervous system, and may be used to maintain a consistent motion pattern.

2. The coupling within a segment in the 3-axis directions of the pelvis and upper

torso had an average r=0.79, which is low when compared to the coupling between

segments. The low coupling between pro-golfers weakens the possibility of a specified
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coordinate pattern, and thus there are probably many different motion control strategies.

Therefore, since there can be various coordination patterns within each pelvis and upper

torso segment, there can be flexibility in the future training of amateur golfers.

3. In regards to the linear velocity, phase differences in the pelvis and upper torso

were as follows; the pelvis led the upper torso in the frontal/posterior direction, and

medial/lateral direction led the frontal/posterior direction. The phase differences can

be used to calculate the sequence of the translational motion during the downswing,

and also can be used to help establish an optimal motion control strategy along with

rotational motion.

Golf swings are an exercise to maximize the speed of the club head while releasing

the accumulated energy oriented in rotational motion of each segment [8]. The

rotational motion in the pelvis and upper torso showed a very high coupling strength

with an average r=0.92 in the study by Horan et al. [18]. However, to establish a specific

motion control strategy, both the rotational and transitional motions must be

considered. In this study, the coupling of transitional motions at the pelvis and upper

torso were analyzed during the downswing, and the results of this study will be important

for the development of an optimal exercise control strategy. However, this study has

limitations in regards to lack of analysis of unskilled players. Analyzing the swing control

strategy of amateur golfers relative to professional players is needed, and studies to establish

an optimum swing control strategy by correlation and phase analysis of rotational and

translational motion is necessary.

Competing interests
All authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Authors’ contributions
S-HB and AC made substantial contributions to analysis of data and performed the statistical analysis. Also, they were
involved in drafting the manuscript. SEO, TS and HY conducted an overall experiments and data acquisition. Prof. S-
WC made contribution to conception of this study. Prof. JHM participated in the design of the study. Prof. H-RS made
substantial contributions to interpretation of data. In addition, Prof. S-WC, JHM and HRS made revising manuscript
critically and gave the final approval of the manuscript. All authors read and approved the final manuscript.

Acknowledgements
This study was supported by a grant of the Korea University and Korea Healthcare technology R&D Project, Ministry of
Health & Welfare, Republic of Korea (A110416).

Author details
1Raredisease Research Institute, Guro Hospital, Korea University, 97 Guro-Gil, Guro, Seoul 152-703, Republic of Korea.
2Department of Bio-Mechatronic Engineering, College of Biotechnology and Bioengineering, Sungkyunkwan University,
300 Chunchun, Jangan, Suwon, Gyeonggi 440-746, Republic of Korea. 3Department of Sports and Leisure, College of
Human Ecology, Sungshin Women’s University, 249-1 Donseon 3-ga, Seongbuk, Seoul 136-742, Republic of Korea.
4College of Pharmacy, The Catholic University, Bucheon, Gyeonggi 420-743, Republic of Korea.

Received: 8 October 2012 Accepted: 28 November 2012
Published: 11 February 2013

References

1. Tinmark F, Hellström J, Halvorsen K, Thorstensson A: Elite golfers' kinematic sequence in full-swing and partial-swing

shots. Sport Biomech 2010, 9(4):236–244.
2. Langdown BL, Bridge M, Li FX: Movement variability in the golf swing. Sport Biomech 2012, 11(2):273–287.
3. Budney D, Bellow D: On the swing mechanics of a matched set of golf clubs. Res Q Exerc Sport 1982, 53(3):185–192.
4. Sprigings E, Mackenzie S: Examining the delayed release in the golf swing using computer simulation. Sport

Eng 2002, 5(1):23–32.
5. Egret C, Vincent O, Weber J, Dujardin F, Chollet D: Analysis of 3D kinematics concerning three different clubs in

golf swing. Int J Sports Med 2003, 24(6):465.
6. Cheetham PJ, Martin PE, Mottram R: St Laurent B: The importance of stretching the “X-Factor” in the

downswing of golf: The “X-Factor Stretch”. In Optimising Performance in Golf. Edited by Thomas PR. Brisbane,
Australia: Australian Academic Press Pty. Ltd.; 2001:192–199.

7. Lindsay DM, Horton JF, Paley RD: Trunk motion of male professional golfers using two different golf clubs.
J Appl Biomech 2002, 18(4):366–373.



Beak et al. BioMedical Engineering OnLine 2013, 12:13 Page 12 of 12
http://www.biomedical-engineering-online.com/content/12/1/13
8. Myers J, Lephart S, Tsai YS, Sell T, Smoliga J, Jolly J: The role of upper torso and pelvis rotation in driving
performance during the golf swing. J Sports Sci 2008, 26(2):181–188.

9. Joyce C, Burnett A, Ball K: Methodological considerations for the 3D measurement of the X-factor and lower
trunk movement in golf. Sport Biomech 2010, 9(3):206–221.

10. Okuda I, Gribble P, Armstrong C: Trunk rotation and weight transfer patterns between skilled and low skilled
golfers. J Sport Sci Med 2010, 9:127–133.

11. Bunn JW: Scientific principles of coaching. NJ: Prentice-Hall Englewood Cliffs; 1972.
12. Cheetham PJ, Rose GA, Hinrichs RN, Neal RJ, Mottram RE, Hurrion PD, Vint PF: Comparison of Kinematic

Sequence Parameters between Amateur and Professional Golfers. In Science and golf V: proceedings of the
World Scientific Congress of golf. Edited by Crews D, Lutz R. Phoenix, United-States: 2008.

13. Burden AM, Grimshaw PN, Wallace ES: Hip and shoulder rotations during the golf swing of sub-10 handicap
players. J Sport Sci 1998, 16(2):165–176.

14. McTeigue M, Lamb SR, Mottram R, Pirozzolo F: Spine and hip motion analysis during the golf swing. In Science
and Golf II: Proceedings of World Scientific Congress of Golf. Edited by Cochran AJ, Farrally MR. London: E & FN
Spon; 1994:50–58.

15. Kottke F, Halpern D, Easton J, Ozel A, Burrill C: The training of coordination. Arch Phys Med Rehabil 1978, 59(12):567.
16. Carson RG, Riek S: Changes in muscle recruitment patterns during skill acquisition. Exp Brain Res 2001, 138(1):71–87.
17. Shemmell J, Tresilian JR, Riek S, Barry BK, Carson RG: Neuromuscular adaptation during skill acquisition on a

two degree-of-freedom target-acquisition task: dynamic movement. J Neurophysiol 2005, 94(5):3058–3068.
18. Horan SA, Kavanagh JJ: The control of upper body segment speed and velocity during the golf swing. Sport

Biomech 2012, 11(2):165–174.
19. Horan SA, Evans K, Morris NR, Kavanagh JJ: Thorax and pelvis kinematics during the downswing of male and

female skilled golfers. J Biomech 2010, 43(8):1456–1462.
20. Keogh JWL, Hume PA: Evidence for biomechanics and motor learning research improving golf performance.

Sport biomech 2012, 11(2):288–309.
21. Bradshaw EJ, Keogh JWL, Hume PA, Maulder PS, Nortje J, Marnewick M: The effect of biological movement

variability on the performance of the golf swing in high-and low-handicapped players. Res Q Exerc Sport 2009,
80(2):185–196.

22. Knight CA: Neuromotor issues in the learning and control of golf skill. Res Q Exerc Sport 2004, 75(1):9.
23. Hall SJ: Basic Biomechanics. 3rd edition. WCB McGraw-Hill; 1999:28–61.
24. Giakas G, Baltzopoulos V: A comparison of automatic filtering techniques applied to biomechanical walking

data. J Biomech 1997, 30(8):847–850.
25. Fradkin A, Sherman C, Finch C: Improving golf performance with a warm up conditioning programme.

Brit J Sport Med 2004, 38(6):762–765.
26. Wheat J, Vernon T, Milner C: The measurement of upper body alignment during the golf drive. J Sport Sci 2007,

25(7):749–755.
27. Davis RB, Ounpuu S, Tyburski D, Gage JR: A gait analysis data collection and reduction technique. Hum Movement

Sci 1991, 10(5):575–587.
28. Chaffin D, Schutz R, Snyder R: A prediction model of human torso volitional mobility.: SAE Technical Paper #720002; 1972.
29. Choi AR, Rim YH, Kim YS, Mun JH: A position based kinematic method for the analysis of human gait. J Mech Sci

Technol 2005, 19(10):1919–1931.
30. Winter DA: Biomechanics and motor control of human movement.: John Wiley & Sons, Inc; 1990.
31. Derrick T, Thomas J: Time series analysis: The cross-correlation function. In Innovative Analysis of Human

Movement. Edited by Stergion N. Champaign, IL: Human Kinetics; 2004:189–205.
32. Vincent W: Statistics in Kinesiology. 3rd edition. Champaign, IL: Human Kinetics; 2005.
doi:10.1186/1475-925X-12-13
Cite this article as: Beak et al.: Upper torso and pelvis linear velocity during the downswing of elite golfers.
BioMedical Engineering OnLine 2013 12:13.
Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit


	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Conclusions

	Background
	Methods
	Subjects & apparatus
	Procedures
	Upper torso and pelvis kinematics
	Data analysis

	Results
	Discussion
	Competing interests
	Authors’ contributions
	Acknowledgements
	Author details
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.440 793.440]
>> setpagedevice


