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A	72-year-old	lady	underwent	combined	phacoemulsification,	
goniosynechiolysis,	and	ab-interno	gel	stent	implantation	(XEN,	
Allergan)	 for	primary	angle	 closure	glaucoma	 (PACG).	The	
surgery	was	uneventful	with	intracameral	and	subconjunctival	
dexamethasone	 used	 to	 minimize	 inflammation.	 The	
intraocular	 pressure	 (IOP)	 on	Day	 1	was	 16	mmHg,	 but	
the	 proximal	 segment	was	 obstructed	 by	 fibrin	 [Fig.	 1a],	
secondary	 to	 iris	manipulation	during	goniosynechiolysis.	
Four	 shots	 (1.5	mJ)	 of	Nd:YAG	 laser	 (Magna	View	Gonio	
lens,	Ocular	 Instruments®)	 successfully	 cleared	 the	 stent	
lumen	[Fig.	1b]	and	IOP	reduced	to	12	mmHg.	There	were	no	
ill	 effects	 to	 the	 stent	 lumen	or	external	appearance	and	no	
other	 side	effects	 from	 the	 intervention	were	observed.	The	
post	 laser	 IOP	 remained	 stable	at	 15	mmHg	 (1	month)	and	
20	mmHg	(2	months).	Early	lumen	blockage	can	occur	in	4%	
of	gel	stent	procedures	(blood,	fibrin,	or	iris),[1] or later due to 
continued	inflammation[2]	in	a	primary	open-angle	glaucoma	
cohort.	The	Nd:YAG	 laser	 should	be	 considered	 in	 treating	
stent	lumen	obstruction.
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Figure 1: (a). Slit lamp examination of left eye showing fibrin plug in proximal segment of XEN stent. (b). Post YAG laser lumen clearance 30 min 
after treatment
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