Identification

Identification of studies via databases and registers ]

Records identified from*:
Pubmed (n = 120)
Embase (n = 3501)
Web of Science (n = 123)
The Cochrane Library (n = 171)
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Screening

Records screened title and abstract
(n =3197)

Records removed before screening:
Duplicate records removed (n=717)
Withdraw (n = 1)

A4

'

Records assessed full-text
(n=70)

Records excluded:
Not IR-PTC population (n = 235)
Without surgical treatment involved (n = 242)
Without specific outcomes (n = 7)
Not relevant (n = 2641)
Meta-analysis or systematic review (n = 2)
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Included

A 4

Studies included in review
(n=8)
Participants of included studies
(n =2984)

v

Records excluded:
Meeting abstract (n = 27)
Mixture of low-risk patients and intermediate-risk
patients (n = 29)
Irrelevant outcomes (n = 6)




