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Letter to the Editor 

Crisis of Ebola virus disease in Democratic Republic of the Congo, A call to action  
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Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) is currently a major and serious public 
health problem but also a heavy burden for the health system of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DR Congo), a health system which has 
already observed more than a dozen EVD outbreak since 1976. EVD is 
the rarest and usually fatal hemorrhagic fever in humans if left untreated 
[1]. It is a hemorrhagic fever of viral origin and caused by the Ebola 
virus, the virus is transmitted to humans by close contact with the 
organic secretions (blood, saliva) of infected animals (e.g. bats which are 
considered the natural hosts). The virus takes its name from a river that 
runs alongside the village of Yambuku where it was first discovered in 
1976 [1,2]. EVD is a very dangerous disease because it is spread by 
human-to-human transmission by simple direct contact with blood or 
body fluids but also by objects of a person infected or even deceased 
from EVD [2]. Since 1976, the DR Congo has been confronted and hit by 
more than ten epidemics of EVD. The last outbreak of the epidemic took 
place in the province of Equateur and where it was declared over on July 
4, 2022 [2,3]. But unfortunately, in the same year around August 21, 
2022, the Ministry of Public Health of DR Congo announced that a new 
case (a 46-year-old woman living in the town of Beni, in the province of 
North Kivu), which was confirmed in the EVD laboratory [3]. The 
average case fatality rate for EVD is estimated at around 50 % and has 
varied from 25 % to 90 % during certain epidemic outbreaks [2]. This 
disease is at the origin or the cause of hundreds of deaths since its 
appearance on the soil of the DR Congo, its epidemics (very complicated 
and very difficult) are characterized by a very high contagiousness but a 
serious deterioration of the socio situation. -economic of the population, 
these epidemics often spread in regions where there are active conflicts 
between different armed groups [1,4]. These epidemics, thanks to the 
expertise of the DR Congo in the epidemiological surveillance of EVD, 
are still under control despite the fact that the health system is poorly 
equipped to completely eradicate this disease within its population. 

The Ministry of Health of the DR Congo must take and promote 
measures to reduce the risks of human-to-human transmission of EVD 
but also to reduce the risks of transmission from wildlife to humans 
through contact with certain animals such as fruit bats or infected 
monkeys. With this, the consumption and handling of products 
including the blood and raw meat of these animals’ vectors of the Ebola 
virus must be banned by the Congolese government. 

The Ministry of Health must train and set up teams of health 
personnel specializing in special care in the country, these teams which 
will provide emergency supportive care such as oral or intravenous 
rehydration as well as the treatment of certain specific symptoms to thus 
improve patient survival. 

Around August 1, 2018, the DR Congo’s Ministry of Health had made 
a declaration of an outbreak of EVD in the eastern province of North 
Kivu, a province with approximately one population estimated at 8 
million inhabitants and which borders and shares borders with two 
countries (Uganda and Rwanda) [5]. Despite the fact that this epidemic 
which appeared during the year 2018 was well mastered and controlled, 
we recommend collaboration in the surveillance, care and control of 
EVD between the three ministries of health (of the DR Congo, Uganda 
and Rwanda) to reduce cases of human-to-human transmission and in-
fections in their regions. The Congolese government and its Ministry of 
Health must create and strengthen multinational collaboration with its 
neighboring countries and create partnerships with non-governmental 
organizations working in public health with the aim of controlling as 
well as taking surveillance measures. EVD with the aim of containing the 
disease and completely eradicating it from the surface of Africa. 

Ethics approval and consent to participle 

Not applicable. 

Consent for publication 

Not applicable. 

Availability of data and material 

Not applicable. 

Funding 

The authors did not receive any financial support for this work. No 
funding has been received for the conduct of this study. 

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect 

New Microbes and New Infections 

journal homepage: www.journals.elsevier.com/new-microbes-and-new-infections 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nmni.2024.101426 
Received 15 January 2024; Accepted 7 May 2024   

www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/20522975
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/new-microbes-and-new-infections
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nmni.2024.101426
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nmni.2024.101426
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nmni.2024.101426
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


New Microbes and New Infections 60–61 (2024) 101426

2

CRediT authorship contribution statement 

Samson Hangi: Conceptualization, Data curation, Formal analysis, 
Funding acquisition, Investigation, Methodology, Project administra-
tion, Resources, Software, Supervision, Validation, Visualization, 
Writing – original draft, Writing – review & editing. Fabien Balagizi: 
Conceptualization, Data curation, Formal analysis, Funding acquisition. 
Chrispin Biamba: Conceptualization, Data curation, Formal analysis, 
Funding acquisition. Styves Banga: Conceptualization, Data curation, 
Formal analysis, Funding acquisition, Investigation. Hardy Elembwe: 
Conceptualization, Data curation, Formal analysis, Funding acquisition, 
Investigation. Hugues Cakwira: Conceptualization, Data curation, 
Formal analysis, Funding acquisition, Investigation. Jospin Bisimwa: 
Conceptualization, Data curation, Formal analysis, Funding acquisition, 
Investigation. Leonard Sironge: Conceptualization, Data curation, 
Formal analysis, Funding acquisition. Priyadarshini Bhattacharjee: 
Conceptualization, Data curation. Aymar Akilimali: Conceptualization, 
Data curation, Formal analysis, Funding acquisition, Investigation, 
Methodology, Project administration, Resources, Software, Supervision, 
Validation, Visualization, Writing – original draft, Writing – review & 
editing. 

Declaration of competing interest 

The authors declare that there no conflict of interest. 

Acknowledgements 

The authors would like to thank the direction of Medical Research 
Circle (MedReC) and the Standing Committee of Research and Exchange 
(SCORE) of the Medical Student Association (MSA) of Democratic Re-
public of the Congo for the realization of this present paper. 

References 

[1] Bisimwa P, Biamba C, Aborode AT, Cakwira H, Akilimali A. Ebola virus disease 
outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo: a mini-review. Ann Med Surg 
(Lond). 2022;80:104213. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amsu.2022.104213. 
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