
SALICYLIC ACID IN NEURALGIA; 
To the Editor of the " Indian Medical Gazette." 

Sir,?Having suffered much from neuralgia of the 
right trifacial nerves, and tried various remedies without 
any permanent relief, I thought I would see if the 

Salicylates would be of any use, and obtained some 

Salicylic acid and Salicin from Treacher & Co. ; but 

having read Dr. Laurie's caution, that some persons 
are easily affected by the drug, I commenced _ with the 
small dose of ten grains, every 2 hours, mixed with 
seven grains of the Carbonate of soda, and give you a 
brief record of my experiences. 

During the taking of the first dram, there certainly 
was an abatement of the pain, and of the burning 
sensation I almost always have on the side of my face 
and head, and my pulse fell about five beats per minute, 
that is, from 72 to 68, and sometimes 65. 
During the taking of the second dram 1 began to ex- 

perience that peculiar buzzing in the head that is pro- 
duced by large doses of quinine, and a feeling of de- 
pression and coldness at the precordia, but no farther 
abatement of the pain ; my pulse however fell to 60. 

I persisted and took a third dram, which produced 
decided coldness in my chest, with a feeling of great 
weakness ; my feet became cold, and I was quite listless, 
and nearly deaf, with a throbbing pain in my head and 

ears, which was as bad as the neuralgia. My pulse now 
ranged from 58 to 60 ; but at this time, when I was 
fully under the effects of the drug, a severe paroxysm 
of the neuralgia came on, thus showing it had no power 
to combat this disease. I therefore gave it up, but I 
was 3 days before I could again hear properly. I was 
not able to take my temperature by thermometer, but 
the reduction was undoubtedly great. 
I also tried the Salicin in ten grain doses every two 

hours, but this drug did not seem to have any effect 
whatever on me. 

your truly, 
P. OULLEN, M. D. 

Khundioa, 2nd May, 1879. 


