TWO CASES SHOWING THE PECULIAR EFFECTS
OF CHLOROFORM IN DIFFERENT INDIYI-
DUALS .

By P. Cullen, u.D., Civil Surgeon, Khundwa.

CASE I.?CALCULUS VESICAE.

A strong lad of 16 or 18 years of age was brought to the

dispensary. Ou sounding, = distinct clickwas at once heard, and,
as the patient's friends were anxious to return home, a dose of
oil was given, and the next morning fixed ujmn for gperation.
In the morning, everything being ready, chloroform was given,
which the patient took verv bpdlv, and great <are and patience
were pecessary il administering it. After givj-ng 4 drs. it was

found that although perfectly unconscious, even to pricking
with the knife, yet the muscles of abdomen and perinoeum were
in strong spasm ; chloroform was continued until the patient's
breathing Pecame stertorous, pupils to dilate, 2nd pulse to fit],
but the gpagms continued, and it was decided to defer the
operation for a day. Patient after being roused from the effects
of the chloroform  glept for nearly 6 bhours. Another dose of
oil was given which acted freely, and no counter-indicating'
cause being discoverable, it was decided to try again the next
morning; an opium suppository was given at night. The
following morning chloroform was again administered, but with
exactly similar results; the spasms ©f the abdominal muscles
being perhaps somewhat milder, but the chloroform was gj_ven
more glowly and continued for f hour. I was again unable
o operate, as to have done so in the pinched yp state Oof
perinaoum, I couldhardly have avoided younding the artery ©of
the bulb or the rectum. The patient after being roused, slept some
4 hours. I now directed that during this day he should fre-
quently sit in warm water, for ten minutes‘at a time. At night
the guppository was again given, and early ® the morning = tepid
water enema to wash out the bowel. It was not noticed that this
brought away any Worms. Chloroform was then vadministered
for the third time, and 2 drs. produced unconsciousness and'
perfect relaxation of all the muscles; the operation was
quickly and easily performed, and the patient made 2 good
recovery. The calculus was a dark oxalic one, weighing loz
2 drs. with = smooth surface.

What caused the continued spasms of the abdominal and
perinsoal muscles after perfect unconsciousness even to stertor,
dilatation of pupil, and failure of pylge’

CASE II?CHLOROFORM IN LA.BOUB.

of sge was
She was geen

A strong young weman of about 19 years
taken with labour pains at 4 a, .m.?her first child.

at 8 a.m. when gyerything was progressing favourably; by
10 o'clock the paing were strong, but she bore them badly, and
was very restless; by mid-day the head had entered the brim
of the pelvis, but the patient was very restless; a small whiff
of chloroform was given which eased her, after which she
passionately cried for more on the accession of each pain . the’e"
small doses weakened the pains and less progress was made.
Near 2 p.m. the phgg of waters to on the :
and her cries becgame worse;bec%a]irofg;;s:as gj_venpeurn]gﬁegglé
became ingensible, but this gtopped the pains altogether, and she
slept for one hoyr, after which she was awakened and some
arrowroot and port wine given, when in a short time the pains
recommenced, and with them the patient's cries. When the
head was presgsing o» the perinoeum, fearing the patient would hurt
herself, chloroform was gagain given to unconsciousness, but
with the effect of again entirely stopping uterine action, even
at this advanced gtage, After an hour's rest the patient was
given seme port wine negus @nd warm tea, and after nearly two
hours the paing come on and delivery was effected at & p.m o
in 16 hours, in a case that at first promigsed to he over in 6 or
8 hours.

jv. B.?In this case by frequent vaginal examinations it was
ascertained that uterine action was actually stopped, and that
it was not perely =n arrest of pains, er Of the aetipn of the
abdominal muscles.



