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From the descriptions in the books it would 

appear that the penis is but seldom affected 
with elephantoid disease, and therefore it may 
be of interest to record the following case: 

B. L., a well built Hindu male of 26 years of 
age, was admitted to the Bhagalpur Hospital, on 
the 3rd September 1903, suffering from an en- 

largement of the penis. He was very hazy about 
the duration of the disease, but put it at a 

year or 18 months; two years ago he had syphilis 
and a sore on the penis, from which it follows 
that it was then of normal size. Some time 
after he had noticed the gradual increase in 
size, besought the advice of a native physician 
and the numerous scars on the lower abdomen' 
and the deep scars on the penis testilied to the 
heroic nature of the measures adopted. The 
photograph shows the condition on admission and 
renders any detailed description unnecessary. 
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The details of the operation, which was performed 
oh September 8th, are shortly as follows :? 
The line of demarcation between healthy 

and diseased skin was first marked out by 
superficial incisions, an elastic tourniquet was 
applied and the separation of the affected 
structures proceeded with, the enormously hy- 
pertrophied prepuce was slit up on a director 
and the glans penis exposed ; with this as a 

landmark the body of the organ was dissected 
out without much difficulty except for the 
dense adhesions formed by the scarring that 
had taken place, the dorsal vein was found to 
be a useful guide to the depth of the dorsal 
incision. 
The left testicle and cord were not involved, 

but the right cord had to be cleared almost up 
to the external ring ;there was a small hydrocele 
of the right tunica. The diseased portion of 
the scrotum was then cut away, and room for 
the testicles having been found, the edges of the 
skin were brought together and a drain inserted O 

at the lower angle of the wound. The mass 

removed weighed 21bs. lloz., of which 2lbs. 
8oz. were penile and 3oz. scrotal tissue. 
Hemorrhage was conspicuous by its absence, 

but there was some troublesome oozing from 
the right corpus cavernosum which had been 
dissected rather too cleanly ; for this reason a 

dry dressing was applied, and consequently its 

subsequent removal was rather a tedious and 

painful process. The patient was kept under 
bromide for obvious reasons and dressed daily 
with cyanide gauze for the scrotal wound and 
boracic ointment for the body of the penis. 
His progress was uneventful except for a small 
abscess which developed round the stitch, secur- 

ing the right gubernaculum testis to the tissue 
on the inner side of the thigh. On the 23rd Sep- 
tember, the scrotal wound being soundly healed, 
and the body of the penis covered evenly with 
granulations, he was skin-grafted by Tiersch's 
method ; it was surprising what a lot of skin 
was necessary, the grafts took exceedingly well, 
and the patient left the hospital of his own 

accord, secretly and by night, with some of the 
hospital propert}7, on the 8th October, with a very 

presentable penis. I regret that, on account of 
his sadden departure, a second photograph was 

-not obtained. 

It will be noticed that the grafts were ap- 
plied direct to the granulations, which were not 
scraped away as usually recommended ; this 
was done to avoid the copious oozing that must 
have taken place, and for the same reason the 

grafting was not undertaken at the first operation. 
The blood was not examined. The condition 

of the scrotum was that usuall}' termed lymph 
scrotum; there was no enlargement of the 

groin glands. 
? ? 

His left long saphenous vein was varicose, 
and his father nlso suffered markedly in the 
same way. 


