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Annular elastolytic giant cell granuloma (AEGCG) is a
rare inflammatory disorder with an unknown cause.!
It was first described in 1979 by Hanke et al' as ery-
thematous papules or annular plaques with raised de-
fined borders and atrophic center. We describe a rare
clinical presentation of AEGCG mimicking cutaneous
sarcoidosis.

A 38-year-old woman presented with a 3-month history
of monomorphic eruption on the face. Dermatological ex-
amination revealed multiple erythematous and non-itchy
papules of 2-3 mm diameter, distributed symmetrically
on centro-facial areas (Figure 1A,B).

All biological explorations were within normal levels.
Histopathological examination of skin biopsy showed foci
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Annular elastolytic giant cell granuloma (AEGCG) is a benign skin disorder,
with, unknown cause. It appears as erythematous papules or annular plaques.
Few challenging cases of AEGCG have been reported in the literature. We de-
scribe a rare clinical presentation of AEGCG mimicking cutaneous sarcoidosis.

dermatology, endocrinology and metabolic disorder, granuloma, sacroidosis

of degenerative collagen and palisading granulomatous
inflammation (Figure 1C).

Based on clinical and histopathological findings, the
diagnosis of AEGCG was made. The diagnosis of AEGCG
can be challenging especially when it is clinically pre-
sented by papular lesions. It can be confused with granu-
loma annulare (GA) or sarcoidosis. Some authors consider
that AEGCG is a GA occurring in the actinic elastosis
areas. However, histological finding suggests that AEGCG
and GA are two separate entities. In fact, skin biopsy of
AEGCG shows granulomatous inflammation with giant
multinucleated cells, elastolysis, and elastophagocytosis.
It can be differentiated from GA by the absence of necro-
biosis and palisading granuloma.’
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FIGURE 1 (A)Numerous
erythematous and non-itchy papules,

of 2-3 mm diameter (B) distributed
symmetrically on the face (C) palisading
granulomatous inflammation and foci of
degenerative collagen
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