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ear editors,

we really appreciated the article titled “Penile reconstruction in
 newborn following complicated circumcision: A case report” by
. Al-Hazmi, in which authors described a case report of grade V

atrogenic penile amputation on a new born, reconstructed with
ubcutaneous corporal remnant’s release [1]. We  appreciated the
urgical management of this difficult case and author’s effort to
larify advantages and disadvantages of several techniques for
rade V lesions.

These cases are challenging for several reasons: penis is one of
he most significant features of masculinity, its role is fundamental
ot only for sexual intercourse, but also for social life and self-
onfidence. Proposed sexual reassignment, even if understandable
rom a surgical and medical point of view, could not be the right
ptions since the forced acceptance of a sexual reassignment could
ed to psychological distress and lack of self-confidence in the future
2].

In case of immediate surgical correction, release of subcuta-
eous corporal remnant probably is the most appropriate solution,
ut we have some elements to discuss. Coverage of the penis shaft
ith full-thickness skin graft could not be a proper choice since its
oor elasticity limiting function, erection and causing pain and lack
f functionality including impotentia coeundi in the future [3–5]. To
void these problems especially during the adolescence, we retain
hat when the scrotal tissue is not involved in any pathological
ondition, dartos-fascio-myo-cutaneous flap can represent a valid
urgical solution for penile shaft covering. Since its subcutaneous
etwork supports the vascular system of the scrotum, these flaps

an be considered very resistant to ischemia, permitting efficiently
haft coverage even in case of large loss of tissue. Furthermore, they
ermit wide variability during preoperative planning both regard-

∗ Correponding author: Viale Giacomo Matteotti 42, 50132, Firenze, Italy.
E-mail address: innocentialessandro@alice.it (A. Innocenti).

ttps://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijscr.2018.11.034
210-2612/© 2018 Published by Elsevier Ltd on behalf of IJS Publishing Group Ltd. This is a
y/4.0/).
ing dimension and shape. Moreover, the skin of the scrotum is
the most similar to the skin of the shaft, including thickness and
resistance during sexual intercourse.
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