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Digital health is a strategic priority for the future of health in
Europe. But development and deployment of digital solutions
is not enough to guarantee a successful implementation. Public
health services require a workforce that is ready to search and
evaluate the best digital solutions for specific public health
activities, such as epidemiological surveillance and health
planning. Although there are some examples of digital health
updated curricula in medical and public health schools, a
coordinated and comprehensive approach should be proposed
in Europe, including undergraduate, postgraduate and con-
tinuous education. Young professionals are certainly more
digitally literate and should be involved in this discussion, but

public health professionals from different ages and back-
grounds should be considered. This presentation aims to
promote discussion about digital public health education,
identifying proposals for a renewed curriculum. During this
discussion participants will be organized in small groups and
will discuss proposals for a digital public health curricula,
specifically tailored for three different target audiences:
undergraduate medical students, public health students and
public health professionals. This discussion will be guided by a
facilitator and main conclusions will be considered for a
concrete proposal prepared by the EUPHA Digital Health
section. All participants will be offered the chance to be
involved in following discussions.
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It is well known how vaccines typically require many years of
research and testing before being on the market, but in 2020
the COVID-19 pandemic pushed scientists to embark on a race
to produce safe and effective SARS-CoV-2 vaccines in record
time. In such an emergency situation, striking the right balance
between urgency and acceptable safety and efficacy evidence is
challenging. Furthermore, other relevant issues need to be
more comprehensively addressed, including cost-effectiveness
of vaccination campaigns and real-world data on effectiveness
and safety. Currently the European Medicines Agency (EMA)
has approved for use four vaccines against COVID-19. Data on
their efficacy and safety will continue to be collected beyond
licensure and submitted to EMA, but the need for a more
complete assessment, which includes contextual and societal
considerations (e.g. impact on population health, population’s
demand, attitudes and behaviours, ethical considerations) and
economic analysis, is unquestionable to support national
decision-maker processes. In this kind of ‘‘holistic’’ approach,
the Health Technology Assessment (HTA) could be the answer
in order to support the allocation of resources into different
COVID-19 vaccines and to make it possible a timely and
equitable access to vaccination. As also stated in the HTAi
Position Paper on ‘‘HTA’s Critical Role in the (Early)
Assessment of (potential) Vaccines to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 globally’’, the following issues should be carefully
tackled: 1) affordability, sustainability and distributional
effects; 2) cost-effectiveness considerations; 3) fostering HTA
collaborations; 4) need for early, adaptive and living HTA.
Accounting for such issues is essential to ensure that HTA is
successfully implemented in the field of COVID-19 vaccines, at
the present time and in its future developments on a national
and international scale. This workshop will discuss how HTA
could help the EU-wide and national decision-making process
about COVID-19 vaccines.
Key messages:
� An adapted and living HTA framework considering the

unique characteristics of COVID-19 vaccines could be an
answer to current and future challenges in vaccination
campaigns.
� There are several challenges in current and future HTA of

COVID-19 vaccines, namely the evaluation of their broad
economic impacts, their effectiveness and safety and
organization issues.
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Developments in COVID-19 have gone unprecedently fast, and
HTAs have tried to keep pace, for example, in HTA-
committees like the Joint Committee of Vaccination &
Immunization. Necessarily, HTAs of COVID-19 related
issues have been numerous and of a dynamic character to
adequately cope with the rapidly changing landscape. HTAi
drafted a statement on COVID-19 vaccines in the 2nd half of
2020 and an update in the 1st half of 2021. Here, we will
address the role of real-world data (RWD) on effectiveness,
safety and benefit/risk coming from the close monitoring
programs around implementation in selected countries.
Notably, an abundance of data came from Israel and the
United Kingdom. Where the initial vaccination programs were
designed based on clinical trials, HTA-committees continu-
ously monitored observational data and dynamically re-
designed the programs based on these. RWD have sometimes
enhanced an increasing generic view on the vaccines, for
example, concerning the use in older adults, as well as
prioritizing specific ones for specific groups. RWD clearly
show the effects of the vaccination programs on hospitaliza-
tions and deaths, in particular in those countries with an early
kick-start of vaccination. Typically, cost-effectiveness analysis
has so far not played any role in HTAs within crisis situations.
We will address this in our presentation, illustrating potential
value-for-money of the current vaccines in various country-
specific settings looking at dynamic modelling and extensive
data needs underlying economic assessments.
Correspondingly, these models were initially populated with
clinical trial data and are currently undergoing continuous
updates as RWD come. Increasing interest in cost-effective-
ness, dynamic pricing, tiered pricing in different parts of the
world and enhanced competition will further shift attention to
the economic aspects, further illustrating the dynamic
character of HTAs in this field and HTAi’s statement as an
overall concept.
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