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@ Reply to Albert

From the Authors:

We thank Dr. Albert for the comments about our ATS Research
Statement (1). We agree that well-performed randomized clinical trials
(RCTs) can produce high-quality evidence for making inferences about
the causal effects of an intervention on outcomes. However, for most
cases, evidence from high-quality RCTs for outcomes that are critical to
decision-making does not exist or is insufficient for informing a course
of action with confidence. For example, of 19 guideline
recommendations in the recently published 2020 asthma guideline
update from the National Asthma Education and Prevention Program,
only 3 were based on high-quality evidence (2). The ATS Research
Statement explains the framework proposed by the Grading of
Recommendations Assessment, Development and Evaluation working
group in cases in which there is insufficient evidence from RCTs. We
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Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial No Derivatives License
4.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/). For
commercial usage and reprints, please contact Diane Gern
(dgern@thoracic.org).
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stand by this framework for decision-making but acknowledge the need
to update the framework as new evidence emerges. M
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To the Editor:

We welcome the novel report on the efficacy of B-cell depletion in the
treatment of pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH) associated with
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