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electronic communication did not have higher psychological
well-being at baseline, nor did it affect their trajectory. The
overall findings raise a question on the effectiveness of pro-
moting electronic communication technology as a substitute
for in person interaction for older adults living alone in the
community.

MEDIA IMAGE LANDSCAPE: AGE REPRESENTATION
IN ONLINE IMAGES
Colette Thayer, and Laura Skufca, AARP, Washington,
District of Columbia, United States

This study looked at the extent to which the 50-plus popu-
lation is portrayed in media images online. A random sample
of images was drawn from 2.7 million images downloaded
from professional and semiprofessional domains and social
distributions for brands and thought leaders. Natural lan-
guage processing technology was employed to find images
using topical guides chosen to be reflective of online images.
Results of this study showed that while some media has
moved toward more positive visual representation of older
people, the 50-plus population is still not accurately portrayed
in the media. For example, while nearly half of the U.S. adult
population is age 50-plus, only 15% of images containing
adults include people this age. In addition, when the 50-plus
are shown, they are more likely to be portrayed negatively
than those under age 50. The 50-plus population is often por-
trayed as dependent and disconnected from the rest of world
although most are actively engaged in their communities.
They are rarely shown with technology and in work settings.
Furthermore, while a myriad of vibrant personalities come
across in images of adults under age 50, the representation of
people 50-plus starts to homogenize and exaggerate stereo-
typical and outdated physical appearance characteristics.
This study demonstrates the need for visual representations
that reflect greater diversity and authenticity of the 50-plus
population as these images affect the attitudes, expectations,
and behaviors of older and younger people alike. Keywords:
ageism, reframing aging, media image representation
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Social isolation among older adults has brought about
poor outcomes of their health and well-being. Information
and Communication technology (ICT) is known to alleviate
social isolation of older adults. However, it is unknown how
ICT access and use are associated with social isolation by
race. This study examined the association of ICT and social
isolation from the National Health and Aging Trends Study
(NHATS), estimating moderating effects of race and ethnicity.
The sample for this study was community dwelling Medicare
beneficiaries aged 65+ (n=5,567). An index for ICT was
formed from five domains: social network websites, email and
texting, working cellphone, tablet devices and online computer
use (range 1-5, mean=3.96, SD=0.927), and social isolation
was derived from responses to five areas: living arrangement,
attending religious activities, numbers of important people to
talk with, attending other activities such as club participation
and volunteer work (range=0-2, mean=1.74, SD=0.927). Race
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and ethnicity included White (69.6%), African-American
(20.7%), Hispanic (5.5%) and Asian/Pacific Islander (2.5%).
Multiple linear regression was used using a moderating ef-
fect of race/ethnicity, including relevant covariates. Findings
revealed increased ICT use was associated with lower social
isolation (b=0.05, p<0.05), and race/ethnicity was a significant
moderator in the association between ICT and social isola-
tion for African-Americans (b=0.08, p<0.05) and Hispanics
(b=0.15, p<0.05) compared to White older adults. The find-
ings indicate that racial differences should be considered when
applying technology use to reduce older adults’ social isola-
tion. Practitioners can provide racially competent ICT services
for older adults interested in tech-based communication.
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This study investigates the role of Health Information
Technology (HIT) in the process of patient engagement in
treatment decision making in older adults in cancer care.
Despite the role of HIT in patient engagement processes and
government incentives for HIT development, research re-
garding HIT is lacking among older adults. The following
study is a secondary data analysis of a subset of the Health
Information National Trend Survey (HINTS 4, Cycle 3),
including individuals 65 years old and above. Chi-square tests,
logistic regression, and linear regression models were fit to
study several sociodemographic, socioeconomic, and psycho-
social variables in this study. The results show that education,
poverty status, and self-management domain of the patient
activation (which is a precursor of the engagement process)
were significantly associated with access to and utilization of
HIT. No significant differences between access to and utiliza-
tion of HIT and the diagnosis of cancer were found. However,
fatalistic beliefs about the diagnosis of cancer significantly
impacted the use of HIT in all models, including those con-
trolling for cancer diagnosis and access to HIT. Specifically, a
one-point increase in cancer fatalism score is associated with
a 59% decrease in the utilization of HIT, giving evidence that
fatalistic beliefs about cancer can drive engagement behaviors
regardless of a diagnosis of cancer. Our study provides vital
information for providers and policy researchers to take into
account for future implementation and development strat-
egies of HIT in cancer care for older adults.

THE CONNECTIONS OF ELDERLY CHARACTERS
AND TAIWANESE SOCIETY IN EDWARD YANG’S
MOVIE “YI YI” (A ONE AND A TWO)
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As an aging society, Taiwanese is facing the low birthrate
and low death rate, and many policies and social systems are
facing difficulties. According to the social atmosphere, young



