
DR CHARLES BELL ON THE PERMANGANATES IN DIPHTHERIA. 

(To the Editor of the Edinburgh Medical Journal.) 

Sir,?I beg leave to say, in reference to the paper -on Diphtheria in yonr 
Journal for the present month, that the treatment by the permanganate of 
potash is 

" not altogether new in this disease," nor has it been less successful 
in the " experience of others 

" than in the practice of Dr Campbell; as, from its 
remarkable effect in removing the false membrane in diphtheria, I was induced, 
six years ago, to publish a paper on the subject in the London Medical Review, 
which led to the treatment being adopted by some of our most experienced 
practitioners here. My paper was reprinted by Mr Condy, the discoverer of 
the permanganates, and widely circulated among the medical profession. 
"When I first brought this remedy under the notice of my medical brethren 
there was none of it to be got in Edinburgh. As a further evidence of my 
having first suggested the use of the permanganates in diphtheria, I shall add 
an abstract from Mr Muter's interesting account of the permanganates. " The 

remarkably satisfactory nature of the results obtained from the use of the per- 
manganates in this affection (diphtheria), as well, as in scarlatina, by Dr C. 
Bell, to whom is due the merit of having originated the treatment, are deserv- 
ing the most serious attention on the part of the profession."1?I am, Sir, 
yours, etc. C. Bell. 

Edinburgh, February 20, 1867. 

1 The Alkaline Permanganates and their Uses, by John Muter, late assistant-demonstra- 
tor in Chemistry, Andersonian University, Glasgow, p. 40. 


