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We are honored to learn that our report [1] has been pos-
itively received by the colleagues Dr. Shuai Ren and Dr. 
Zhongqui Wang.

Indeed, in 4/42 patients with pancreatic neuroendocrine 
neoplasms (PNEN), the tumors were classified as hyper-
dense in the portal-venous enhancement phase. Following 
your recommendation, we performed an additional analy-
sis for differentiation between pancreatic ductal adenocar-
cinomas (PDAC) and PNEN under exclusion of these 4 
patients. Regarding first-order textural features, statistical 
analysis revealed a significantly lower “10th percentile” and 
“90th percentile” in PDAC compared to PNEN (p < 0.01), 
and significantly higher “total energy” and “minimum” in 
PNEN (p < 0.001). The second-order Gray-Level co-occur-
rence Matrix feature “Informational Measure of Correlation 
(Imc2)” proved significantly higher in PDAC compared to 
PNEN (p < 0.001). The first-order features “median,” “maxi-
mum” and “energy” showed a tendency toward lower values 
in PDAC compared to PNEN, now without statistical sig-
nificance (p > 0.05).

Regarding the role of CTTA in differentiating G1 from 
G2/3 tumors and not—as recommended by Dr. Ren and Dr. 
Wang—in differentiating G1/2 from G3 tumors, we aimed 
to address this issue staying conform to a previous, similar 

work [2] in order to demonstrate that our results are indeed 
comparable with those of Choi et al. and therefore evidently 
applicable in this clinical setting. From a clinical standpoint, 
we understand and accept this criticism. However, this topic 
was new and we thought that making these results more 
comparable with those of Choi et al. would increase the 
acceptance for the use of this technique.
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