
HYPODERMIC INJECTION OF CHLORAL HYDRATE 
IN TETANUS. 

By P. CulleN, M.D., Civil Surgeon, Khundwa. 

Brow, a tall, strong, muscular man, of the cultivator caste, 
about 36 years of age, was admitted into the dispensary with, 
tetanus, which was said to have commenced four days previ? 
ously without apparent cause; there was no history of any 
wound or hurt, or of exposure to cold or wet. His state on 
admission was as follows :?Muscles of neck and jaw were quite 
rigid, so that he could not open his mouth, and he had neither 
eaten nor drunk for 2i hours. There was severe opisthotonos, 
pulse small and thready, skin bathed in cold clammy perspiration, 
bowels constipated, and he had not slept for two days and nights. 
A turpentine and castor oil enema was given, and extract 

Conii cum Pulv Camphor, a, a, gr. ii in of brandy, every 3 
hours ordered, but from the difficulty in opening his mouth, 
and in his swallowing, the greater part was always wasted. 
Seeing this, I ordered the hypodermic injection of hydrate of 
chloral, gr. v. in 33s. of distilled water, three times a day. This 
was commenced the second morning after admission, and on 
the following night the spasms were much less, and he lay 
calm and easy, but did not sleep. 

After this no other medicine was given, but the chloral 
continued three times a day, and on the third day he could slowly 
swallow milk and fluids; the spasms gradually decreased 
in number and severity, and at nights he got sound refreshing 
Sleep : his appetite improved, bowels acted regularly, and his 
strength returned ; by the 10th day he could eat bread and 
solids, and on the 15th morning was walking about, when the 
medicine, which since the 10th day had been used only twice 
a day, was stopped, and on the 20th day (3rd July) lie left the 
hospital. 

In this case the only drawback was that, during the first 
five days, the Hospital Assistant inserted the point of the 
syringe at the same spot, viz.?the upper part of left arm, which 
in consequence became swollen and inflamed, but when 

fresh points were selected for each subsequent injection, the 
inflammation subsided and no further ill-effects ensued. 


