Dental profession and
second wave of corona

virus disease (COVID 19)

Dear Editor,

This letter addresses the role to be played by the dental
professionals working in private and public sector in the awake
of the second wave of COVID-19 (coronavirus disease) in India.
As per the economic survey 2019-2020, doctor population ratio
is 1:1456 is against the World Health Organization (WHO)
recommendation of 1; 1000." The above statistics indicating
shortage of medical doctors and this has paramount importance
during pandemic outbreak.! The key playets of the COVID-19
catastrophe are faculties of medical, surgical and super specialties
giving patient care and treatment algorithms. The passing out
undergraduates of dental profession in India are surplus and a
situation of high unemployment and wasting of dental manpower
is anticipating.” Dental professionals should be vibrant to take
other duties such as administrative and tracking team in war
room (control room), orientation lectures regarding infection
control protocol, supervision and operation of COVID-19
swab duty and vaccination facility. The competence of oral
and maxillofacial surgeons should be utilized for emergency
airway management, catheterization, and surgical management
of mucurmycosis occurring in post-COVID-19 patients. The
expertise of oral and maxillofacial pathologists should be utilized
for cytological and histopathologic diagnosis of mucurmycosis
presenting in oral cavity. The early intraoral diagnosis of
post-COVID-19 mucurmycosis may be monitored by dental
professionals presenting as mobility of teeth, dental pain,
intraoral draining sinuses, and palatal ulceration.”! The usual
dental procedures may cut short to emergency lifesaving dental
procedures with the second wave of COVID-19. Therefore,
the dental faculties may work as second-line warriors with the
essential facilities, equipment, or personnel for a total team along
with medical and surgical disciplines to curb this second wave of
COVID-19.
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