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Abstract

Background: Cerebral cavernous malformations (CCMs), a major neurosurgical condition, characterized by
abnormally dilated intracranial capillaries, result in increased susceptibility to stroke. KRIT1 (CCM1), MGC4607 (CCM2),
and PDCD10 (CCM3) have been identified as causes of CCMs in which at least one of them is disrupted in most
familial cases. Our goal is to identify potential biomarkers and genetic modifiers of CCMs, using a global
comparative omics approach across several in vitro studies and multiple in vivo animal models. We hypothesize
that through analysis of the CSC utilizing various omics, we can identify potential biomarkers and genetic modifiers,
by systemically evaluating effectors and binding partners of the CSC as well as second layer interactors.

Methods: We utilize a comparative omics approach analyzing multiple CCMs deficient animal models across nine
independent studies at the genomic, transcriptomic, and proteomic levels to dissect alterations in various signaling
cascades.

Results: Our analysis revealed a large set of genes that were validated across multiple independent studies,
suggesting an important role for these identified genes in CCM pathogenesis.

Conclusion: This is currently one of the largest comparative omics analysis of CCM deficiencies across multiple
models, allowing us to investigate global alterations among multiple signaling cascades involved in both
angiogenic and non-angiogenic events and to also identify potential biomarker candidates of CCMs, which can be
used for new therapeutic strategies.

Keywords: Cerebral cavernous malformation (CCM), CCM signaling complex (CSC), Angiogenesis, Proteomics,
Transcriptomics, Interactome, Omics, Comparative omics, Biomarkers, Genetic modifiers, Systems biology

Background
Cerebral cavernous malformations (CCMs) are intracra-
nial capillary lesions in the brain, leading to focal neuro-
logical defects and increased susceptibility to
hemorrhagic strokes [1]. CCM lesions are mainly found
in the central nervous system (CNS), skin, and liver.
Clinically, CCMs in the brain are diagnosed through
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and have character-
istic densely packed microvessels and deficient intersti-
tial brain parenchyma [2]. Effective treatment for
patients suffering from CCMs is limited to surgical exci-
sion, while other options such as antiepileptic drugs have
very limited role for seizure suppression [3].

Three CCM genes KRIT1 (CCM1), MGC4607
(CCM2), and PDCD10 (CCM3) are known causes for fa-
milial forms of the disease, which accounts for about
half of CCM patients; interestingly, the etiology of the
remaining half of CCM cases are still unknown [3–5].
Furthermore, the Hispanic population has a higher per-
centage of having clinical symptoms associated with
CCMs compared to non-Hispanic populations [3, 6].
These evidences support the notion that there are appar-
ently unidentified genetic modifiers or even environmen-
tal factors that perhaps play major roles in the
pathogenesis of CCMs.
The CCM signaling complex (CSC), composed of all

three CCM genes, interacts with numerous proteins and
has affinity for a wide range of ligands, contributing to
cellular processes including numerous angiogenic signal-
ing cascades, adhesion, cell migration, and apoptotic
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pathways [7–11]. CCM proteins have been shown to be
essential for angiogenic processes including new blood
vessel development [12–15], blood vessel stability [16],
vascular angiogenesis [9, 17], cell adhesion to extracellu-
lar matrix, tube formation, and endothelial cell morpho-
genesis [14, 18].
System-wide evaluation of CCM deficiencies across

multiple animal models allow us to investigate signaling
cascades involved in pathogenesis of CCMs. Omics inte-
grates in-depth analysis of alterations at the molecular
level to elucidate observable phenotypes resulting from
knockdown/knockout models across multiple species.
Comparative omics analysis provides the possibility for
discovery of novel biomarkers that can assess risk of
treatment, help predict response to treatment, and aid in
drug screening, determination of differential diagnosis
and prognosis, and monitoring of progression of CCMs.
We hypothesize that through analysis of the CSC utiliz-
ing various omics, we can identify potential biomarkers
and genetic modifiers, by systemically evaluating effec-
tors and binding partners of the CSC as well as second
layer interactors.
To our knowledge, this is the first comparative omics

attempt in systems biology, which analyzes CCM-
deficient animal models, in nine independent studies,
across multiple species at the genomic, transcriptomic,
and proteomic levels (Fig. 1). Our analysis revealed a
large set of genes that were validated across multiple in-
dependent studies, suggesting an important role for
these identified genes in CCM pathogenesis. Alterations
in various signaling cascades among validated genes re-
vealed angiogenic and non-angiogenic pathways includ-
ing hemidesmosome assembly, integrin complex and
mediated signaling pathways, adherens junctions, focal
adhesion, cell adhesion, cellular morphology, and regula-
tion of cell cycle cascades. Our goal is to identify

potential biomarkers and genetic modifiers of CCMs,
using a global comparative omics approach across sev-
eral in vitro studies and multiple in vivo animal models.
This comparative omics analysis of CCM deficiencies
allow us to investigate global alterations among multiple
signaling cascades involved in both angiogenic and non-
angiogenic events and to also identify potential bio-
marker candidates of CCMs, which can be used for new
therapeutic strategies.

Materials and methods
Data acquisition
A comparative database in excel (Additional files 1 and
2) was set up for the nine total available CCM cohorts
that were analyzed for our comparative omics studies
[8, 10, 19–25] (Fig. 1). To do this, gene names from
these nine studies were gathered from both published
figures as well as supplemental figures and tables and in-
put into excel to create a database that could be used to
identify overlaps between cohorts (Additional files 1 and
2). Gene names were used regardless of detection
method used in cohort, to assure overlapped genes were
identified due to variations between gene name and pro-
tein names for several candidates. Once combined, the
data was organized and assembled based off detection
method, background strain (i.e., mouse BMEC Ccm1/
Krit1 ECKO) and organism (Additional file 3).

Data analysis
Once the comparative database was assembled, a script
was created within excel to identify shared differentially
expressed genes between cohorts. These were annotated
in a new Excel sheet, and simple set operations (used to
find duplicate gene names) were used to find the num-
ber of overlaps for quantitative purposes. Identified over-
laps were compared between papers and overlaps within

Fig. 1 Flow diagram illustrating organization of nine cohorts to assemble comparative database. Diagram illustrates hierarchy organizational
process used to siphon and filter data from nine independent omics studies to assemble the comparative database foundation used in this study.
Information provided within each box include the model evaluated in the identified cohort, background CCM mutation(s) being assessed, omics
approach used, and the associated cohort information in parentheses corresponding to numbers found in Additional file 11
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the same study were not considered “validated”; only
overlaps within two or more different studies were con-
sidered “validated.” The validated genes were then com-
piled into 2, 3, and 4 validation groups which were
further assessed by detection method, background strain
(i.e., mouse BMEC Ccm1/Krit1 ECKO) and organism
(Additional file 3). Details provided in this table include
the protein, details of detection method, strain and or-
ganism, and a list of the corresponding literature (Add-
itional file 11) the data was extracted from. Genomic
validation methods involved detection through RT-PCR
or other DNA detection methods, while proteomic
methods involved pull-down assays and/or subsequent
mass spectrometry applications; transcriptomics
methods involved identification of genes through various
RNA detection methods.
The identified overlapped genes (for 2, 3, and 4 valida-

tions separately) were then input into the Search Tool
for the Retrieval of Interacting Genes/Proteins database
(STRING) and using external links extracted to generate
higher resolution interactome figures using Cytoscape.
The output from STRING database with query proteins
only (“2 validations,” Additional file 4), or query and ten
interactor(s) for smaller sets of validated genes (“3 and 4
validations,” Additional files 7 and 9 respectively) were
generated. Enrichment data including KEGG pathways,
GO cellular components, GO molecular functions, and
GO biological processes were also extracted that were
used to analyze signaling pathways involved (Additional
files 5, 8, and 10). Pathways of interest relating to the
CSC involving altered genes for two, three, and four vali-
dations were assembled to provide summary figure
(Additional file 6). All CCM studies used in this com-
parative omics analysis (Additional file 11) are listed
with corresponding reference numbers used in Add-
itional files 1, 2, and 3 and in Fig. 1.

Results
Genes validated in two independent studies reveals
importance of CCM signaling complex (CSC) during
angiogenesis
Our comparative omics analysis revealed a large subset
of genes (152) that were altered in two of the nine evalu-
ated independent studies (Fig. 2 and Additional file 4).
This large group of potential CSC-associated query
genes allowed for the generation of the complex interac-
tome demonstrated in Fig. 2 without the need of add-
itional interactors to be included through the STRING
database. This complex interactome revealed a large
subset of genes involved in multiple signaling cascades
that was further dissected using the enrichment data
provided through the STRING database (Additional file
5). When analyzing signaling pathways involved within
this interactome, we observed eight various angiogenic

signaling pathways that involved our queries, further
supporting our previous notion that the CSC plays an
essential role in angiogenesis (Table 1). Intriguingly,
regulation of sprouting angiogenesis pathways was dom-
inant among the angiogenic pathways identified, validat-
ing our previous data in zebrafish CCM-deficient models
[16, 18]. Out of the 152 genes analyzed, 40 of them were
involved in angiogenesis signaling cascades, which was
the second largest signaling pathway affected with a per-
turbed CSC (Fig. 3, left panel).

Genes validated in two independent studies also reveal
importance of other various signaling pathways
associated with altered CSC
The large set of genes identified within this cohort also
demonstrated impacts in other signaling cascades which
included regulation of vascular endothelial growth factor
(VEGF) pathways, regulation of various mitogen-
activated protein kinase signaling cascades (MAPK),
various binding and regulation of integrin signaling
pathways, inflammatory responses, numerous cell cycle,
and cell junction organization pathways (Fig. 3, left
panel), all of which were also identified in our previous
multi-omics analysis of CCM mutants across multiple
models [26]. Intriguingly, the largest signaling pathway
affected was cell junction organization through numer-
ous focal adhesion as well as gap, tight, adherens, and
cell-cell junctions’ pathways (Additional file 6), which is
consistently also the largest group in the 3 and 4 valid-
ation groups (Fig. 3).

Genes validated in three independent studies emphasizes
the promiscuous roles of the CSC in non-angiogenic
signaling pathways
Further analysis revealed a smaller subset of genes (4)
that were altered in three independent studies (Fig. 4
and Additional file 7). This smaller group of potential
CSC-associated query proteins allowed for the gener-
ation of the less complex interactome demonstrated in
Fig. 4 with ten additional interactors included through
the STRING database with a selectivity cutoff score of
0.5. This smaller interactome still revealed a large group
of signaling cascades that were further dissected using
the enrichment data provided through the STRING
database (Additional file 8). Interestingly, our analysis
did not reveal alterations in angiogenic pathways with
our query results, but did reveal other pathways im-
pacted including hemidesmosome assembly, integrin
complex, integrin-mediated signaling pathways, adherens
junctions, focal adhesion, and cell adhesion pathways
(Fig. 3, middle panel), also validating our systems biology
study, analyzing CCM-deficient models in the human
brain microvascular endothelial cells (HBMVEC) in vitro
and zebrafish lines in vivo [26].
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Gene validated in four independent studies reveals
potential role of the CSC in cell junction organization and
regulation of cell cycle
Only one gene was identified that was validated across
four different independent studies (Fig. 5 and Additional
file 9). In order to allow for the generation of the inter-
actome involved with our one identified gene, an add-
itional ten interactors were included through the
STRING database with a selectivity cutoff score of 0.5.
The generated interactome still revealed a large group of

signaling cascades that were further dissected using the
enrichment data provided through the STRING database
(Additional file 10). Interestingly, the pathways analysis
still revealed more than 40 GO pathways affected, even
with our limited interactome data. The majority of the
identified pathways included cell junction pathways such
as cytoskeleton and tubulin processes as well as regula-
tion of cell cycle signaling pathways (Fig. 3, right panel).
This data further supports the promiscuous role of the
CSC in non-angiogenic signaling cascades, including

Fig. 2 Interactome of altered genes in CCM-deficient models with two validations. A total of 152 genes (nodes) were matched and identified as
perturbed in two different CCM studies. For datasets, non-human genes were converted to human homologs before processing and all genes
capitalized to ensure overlaps were not misidentified due to case changes. Interactomes were constructed using Cytoscape software equipped
with STRING application. Interactomes illustrate affected pathways with only query proteins being incorporated into the interactome with a false
discovery rate (FDR) set to 0.4 due to the large number of query proteins. No post modifications were made to the layout of the interactome
once generated in STRING and exported to Cytoscape. Crystal structures, if available, for identified proteins are shown within the corresponding
nodes. Non-interacting nodes were removed from figure
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essential roles of the CSC in cell junction/integrin/cell
cycle signaling pathways as previously described (Fig. 3
and Additional file 6).

Discussion
Genes validated in two independent studies display
dominant roles in angiogenesis
It has been demonstrated that the three CCM proteins
form the CSC, which plays an essential role in the patho-
genesis of CCMs when disrupted [26]. Efforts to dissect
CSC signaling cascades have been made (Additional file 11)
[8, 10, 20–26], but with some contradicting outcomes. It is
essential to establish comparative omics methods to assess
similarities among those independent studies, which can
aid in identification of potential biomarker candidates for
prognostic and diagnostic applications. In this novel report,
we utilized multiple omics approaches to integrate all
current studies in various CCMs models. We identified 152
overlapped genes that were altered in two independent
studies (Fig. 2 and Additional file 4). Interestingly, the inter-
actome generated with these proteins not only displayed
the most amount of angiogenic changes but also displayed
other non-angiogenic changes in signaling cascades (Add-
itional file 5). In total, we observed potential alterations to
eight major angiogenic signaling pathways as well as various
signaling cascades associated with angiogenesis (VEGF,
MAPK integrin and cell junction signaling, etc.), further
supporting our previous notion that the CSC plays an es-
sential role in angiogenesis (Table 1). Intriguingly, regula-
tion of sprouting angiogenesis pathways was dominant
among the angiogenic pathways identified, validating our
previous data in zebrafish Ccm-deficient models [16, 18].
Sprouting, an initial step of angiogenesis, is essential to pro-
vide new blood vessels to satisfy metabolic requirements of
neurovascular endothelial cells. In concert with our previ-
ous studies [26], we also identified cytoskeleton remodeling,
cell-cell adherens junctions, and tubulin binding signaling
cascades largely affected with these 152 identified targets
(Additional file 5).

Genes validated in more than two independent studies
display dominant role of CSC in cell-cell adhesion
pathways
Interestingly, when we evaluated overlapped genes in
more than two independent studies, our analysis did not
reveal alterations in angiogenic pathways with our query
results, but did reveal other pathways impacted includ-
ing hemidesmosome assembly, integrin complex and
mediated signaling pathways, adherens junctions, focal
adhesion, and cell adhesion pathways (Figs. 4 and 5 and
Additional files 7, 8, 9, and 10), further validating our
previous systems biology study [26]. Two genes identi-
fied in this cohort included integrin β4 (ITGB4) and its
docking partner Plectin (PLEC), which are both key
components involved in hemidesmosome assembly [27].
ITGB4 signaling pathways are known to play an essential
role in the integrity of the blood-brain barrier (BBB) and
hypothesized to be a negative regulator of angiogenesis
at quiescent state [28]. Pathways associated with ITGB4
include β-adrenergic signaling pathways and BBB [29,
30] and was recently reported that upregulation of
ITGB4 in cerebrovascular endothelial cells is associated
with neuroinflammatory events [31–33], elucidating a
possible role of ITGB4 in connection between neuroin-
flammation and disruption of the CSC. Finally, analysis
of tubulin, beta 4B class IVb (TUBB4B), revealed more
than 40 GO pathways affected, even with only one gene
being identified across four independent studies. The
majority of the identified pathways included cell morph-
ology pathways such as cytoskeleton and tubulin pro-
cesses, as well as regulation of cell cycle signaling
pathways. Further evaluation of expression patterns of
TUBB4B, among the four independent studies, displayed
no contradicting trends of expression, demonstrating
high confidence in identification of altered genes and
impacted pathways using omics approaches in various
models. This data further supports the promiscuous role
of the CSC in non-angiogenic signaling cascades as pre-
viously described (Fig. 4 and Additional file 8) [26].

Fig. 3 Summarized signaling pathways and number of genes involved in cohort comparisons. Pathways impacted in various models with
perturbed CSC signaling for two, three, and four validations. Bar graphs demonstrate the number of perturbed genes found in each of the major
CSC associated signaling pathways. Genes that are involved in more than one signaling pathway were counted and added to each pathway.
Missing bars indicate a lack of perturbed genes (for either proteomics or transcriptomics) for that particular pathway in this meta-analysis study
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Analysis of heterogeneity among the nine omics studies
used for meta-analysis
It is important to assess the heterogeneity of the various
animal models evaluated in this comparative study, as

well as assessing the differences in methods of detection
for proper interpretation of results. At first, we were sur-
prised by the low number of overlapped genes seen in
more than two cohorts, especially when constructing

Fig. 4 Interactome of altered genes in CCM-deficient models with three validations. A total of five genes (nodes) were matched that were identified
as perturbed in three different CCM studies. For datasets, non-human genes were converted to human homologs before processing and all genes
capitalized to ensure overlaps were not misidentified due to case changes. Interactomes were constructed using Cytoscape software equipped with
STRING application. Interactomes illustrate affected pathways with query proteins and ten interactors being incorporated into the interactome with a
false discovery rate (FDR) set to 0.4 due to the smaller number of query proteins. No post modifications were made to the layout of the interactome
once generated in STRING and exported to Cytoscape. Crystal structures, if available, for identified proteins are shown within the corresponding nodes
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our pathways analysis. A likely possibility of not obtain-
ing more identified overlapped genes, especially those
relating to angiogenic signaling pathways, could result
from the heterogeneity of the four different models used
in this meta-analysis. To help understand the variation
of impacted signaling pathways resulting from altered
CCM expression in various models, a brief look at the
evolutionary relationship of CCM proteins among ani-
mal models, particularly C. elegans, which displays the
lowest conservation of CCM1 and CCM3 with a similar-
ity score of 19.3% and 56% respectively [34], helps eluci-
date one possibility for these discrepancies. Another
consideration includes method of detection, with some
genes being detected using genomic and transcriptomic
approaches (higher sensitivity to gene alterations) while
others were only detected using proteomic approaches.
By comparing both transcriptomic and proteomic data,
it is frequently common that messenger RNA levels do
not always correlate with their coded protein levels at

steady state. We suspect there is various regulation
mechanisms existing at both RNA and protein levels for
the CSC, especially among the four animal models used.
Secondly, RNA-seq transcriptome profiling methods are
unable to detect the expressional adjustment by post-
transcriptional mechanisms [35–37]. Third, the exist-
ence of major post-transcriptional [38, 39] and post-
translational mechanisms, such as protein synthesis and
protein degradation control pathways, separates RNA
expression and protein abundancy at static state [40]. Fi-
nally, these lacks of overlapped genes might also indicate
a form of feedback inhibition on transcriptional regula-
tion based on protein abundance at static state, as we
previously described [26].

Conclusion
This is one of the largest comparative omics analyses of
CCM deficiencies across multiple models in systems
biology, which analyzes CCMs deficient animal models,

Fig. 5 Interactome of altered genes in CCM-deficient models with four validations. Only one gene (node) was matched that was identified as
perturbed in four different CCM studies. For datasets, non-human genes were converted to human homologs before processing and all genes
capitalized to ensure overlaps were not misidentified due to case changes. Interactomes were constructed using Cytoscape software equipped
with STRING application. Interactomes illustrate affected pathways with query protein and ten interactors being incorporated into the
interactome with a false discovery rate (FDR) set to 0.4 due to the smaller number of query proteins. No post modifications were made to the
layout of the interactome once generated in STRING and exported to Cytoscape. Crystal structures, if available, for identified proteins are shown
within the corresponding nodes
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across multiple species at the genomic, transcriptomic, and
proteomic levels. Our analysis revealed a large set of genes
that were validated across nine independent studies, sug-
gesting an important role for these identified genes in CCM
pathogenesis. Associated signaling cascades among vali-
dated genes revealed angiogenic and non-angiogenic path-
ways including hemidesmosome assembly, integrin
complex and mediated signaling pathways, adherens junc-
tions, cellular morphology, and regulation of cell cycle cas-
cades (Fig. 3). This comparative omics analysis of CCM
deficiencies allow us to investigate global alterations among
multiple signaling cascades involved in both angiogenic and
non-angiogenic events. This study has identified inconsist-
encies among various omics studies when utilizing multiple
animal models, which must be evaluated and addressed re-
garding the essential role of the CSC. Furthermore, our ef-
forts have built a basic framework for CSC signaling
cascades, which will allow for further evaluation and valid-
ation of potential biomarker candidates of CCMs identified
across various models, in hopes of identifying potential bio-
marker candidates of CCMs for new diagnostic and thera-
peutic strategies.

Supplementary information
Supplementary information accompanies this paper at https://doi.org/10.
1186/s41016-019-0183-6.

Additional file 1: Table S1A. Identification of altered genes in CCM
models with various validations. A total of 9 CCM studies were analyzed
to identify genes that overlapped as perturbed in various CCM models.
For Datasets, non-human genes were converted to human homologs be-
fore processing and all genes capitalized to ensure overlaps were not
misidentified due to case changes. Studies are divided into columns
based on detection method, background strain (i.e. mouse BMEC Ccm1/
Krit1 ECKO) and organism. Genes that are italicized and bolded are genes
duplicated in another column. Overlaps within the same study (EX: First 6
columns) were not considered “validated”, only overlaps within two dif-
ferent studies are considered "validated". Abbreviations: Differentially
expressed genes (DEG's), human umbilical vein endothelial cells (HUVEC),
Human Brain Microvascular Endothelial Cells (HBMVEC). Reference num-
bering can be found in Additional file 11.

Additional file 2: Table S1B. Summary of Identified altered genes in CCM
models with various validations. A summary of "validated genes" across 9 CCM
studies were analyzed to identify genes that overlapped as perturbed in
various CCM models. Studies are divided into columns based on detection
method, background strain (i.e. mouse BMEC Ccm1/Krit1 ECKO) and organism.
Genes that are bolded are genes duplicated in two studies, genes italicized
are duplicated in three studies, and gene underlined is duplicated in 4 studies.
The largest cohort (First 6 columns in supplemental table 1A) are not included
in this table as they have significant overlaps within each column,
complicating the summarized data, but were counted as "validated" if gene(s)
was found in another cohort (EX: TUBB4B was identified in 3 cohorts, shown
here in this table, as well as the largest cohort (not shown in this table)
therefore making it validated across 4 studies). Abbreviations: Differentially
expressed genes (DEG's), human umbilical vein endothelial cells (HUVEC),
Human Brain Microvascular Endothelial Cells (HBMVEC). Reference numbering
can be found in Additional file 11.

Additional file 3: Table S2. Details of identified altered genes in CCM
models with various validations. Genes validated were compiled into A) 2
validations, B) 3 validations and C) 4 validation groups. Details included
here include additional sorting of data by detection method, background
strain (i.e. mouse BMEC Ccm1/Krit1 ECKO) and organism. Details provided

include the protein, details of detection method, strain and organism,
and a list of the corresponding literature the data was extracted from. For
a list of the references and corresponding numbers used, please
reference supplemental table 7. Genomic methods involved detection
through RT-PCR or other DNA detection methods, proteomics methods
involved pull-down assays and subsequent mass spectrometry applica-
tions while transcriptomics methods involved identification of genes
through various RNA detection methods. Abbreviations: NVU: Neuro Vas-
cular unit from surgically resected lesions.

Additional file 4: Table S3A. Detailed description of altered genes in
CCM models with 2 validations. A total of 152 genes were analyzed that
overlapped in two different CCM studies. Details provided for each
protein include mechanisms associated with each, functions, binding
partners, motifs and domains. Protein details were extracted from STRING
enrichment data after construction of Figure 1 Interactome.

Additional file 5: Table S3B. Altered genes in CCM models with 2
validations enrichment data. An enrichment category was exported along
with Fig. 1 that detailed altered pathways involved with the identified
152 genes. Information provided in the table includes the number of
enriched genes in each enrichment category, description of the category,
genes specifically involved, FDR value, and the term name for each
category (which includes GO terms if applicable). Among the exported
pathways identified in this group, a filter search was applied to identify
all enrichment data involved with angiogenesis specifically which are
bolded and re-summarized in Table 1.

Additional file 6: Table S4. Altered genes in CSC signaling pathways
assessed with various validations. An enrichment category was exported
that detailed altered pathways involved with the identified genes with A) 2,
B) 3 or C) 4 validations. Among the exported pathways, a filter search was
applied to identify all enrichment data involved with VEGF, MAPK, Integrin,
Inflammatory, Angiogenesis, Blood, cell junction organization and cell cycle
signaling pathways. Information provided in the table includes the number
of enriched genes in each enrichment category, description of the category,
genes specifically involved, False Discovery Rate (FDR) value, and the term
name for each category (which includes GO terms if applicable). Duplicated
genes within each pathway sub-categories were only counted once to-
wards each signaling pathway to construct (Fig. 3).

Additional file 7: Table S5A. Detailed description of altered genes in
CCM models with 3 validations. A total of 4 genes were analyzed that
overlapped in three different CCM studies. Details provided for each
protein include mechanisms associated with each, functions, binding
partners, motifs and domains. Protein details were extracted from STRING
enrichment data after construction of Fig. 4 Interactome. Proteins in bold
are the 4 validated proteins, while other proteins are the 10 interactors
added to interactome.

Additional file 8: Table S5B. Altered genes in CCM models with 3
validations enrichment data. An enrichment category was exported along
with Figure 4 that detailed altered pathways involved with the identified
4 genes and 10 interactors. Information provided in the table includes
the number of enriched genes in each enrichment category, description
of the category, genes specifically involved, FDR value, and the term
name for each category (which includes GO terms if applicable).

Additional file 9: Table S6A. Detailed description of altered gene in
CCM models with 4 validations. 1 gene was analyzed that overlapped in
four different CCM studies. Details provided for identified protein include
mechanisms associated with each, functions, binding partners, motifs and
domains. Protein details were extracted from STRING enrichment data after
construction of Figure 5 Interactome. Protein in bold is the 1 validated
protein, while other proteins are the 10 interactors added to interactome.

Additional file 10: Table S6B. Altered gene in CCM models with 4
validations enrichment data. An enrichment category was exported along
with Figure 5 that detailed altered pathways involved with the identified
1 gene and 10 interactors. Information provided in the table includes the
number of enriched genes in each enrichment category, description of
the category, genes specifically involved, FDR value, and the term name
for each category (which includes GO terms if applicable).

Additional file 11: Table S7. 9 CCM studies used for comparative
omics analysis. A list of 9 CCM studies used for the comparative omics
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analysis are detailed. Corresponding numbers used for each reference are
used in supplemental tables 1A, 1B and 2 and in Fig. 1.
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for the Retrieval of Interacting Genes/Proteins database

Acknowledgements
We wish to thank Akhil Padarti, Nancy Jiang, Khalid Shoukat, Deepak
Muthyala, Yanchun Qu, Shen Sheng, Ahmed Badr, Junli Zhang, Amna
Siddiqui, Saafan Malik, and Edna Lopez at Texas Tech University Health
Science Center El Paso (TTUHSC) for their technical help during the
experiments.

Authors’ contributions
J.A.F and J.Z contributed in writing the main manuscript text. J.A.F, M.S., and
K.F. contributed in the database establishment, data analysis, and integrated
systems biology analysis. All authors reviewed the final manuscript. All
authors read and approved the final manuscript.

Funding
The Coldwell foundation (JZ) and TTUHSC

Availability of data and materials
Please contact author for data requests.

Ethics approval and consent to participate
Not applicable.

Consent for publication
Not applicable.

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Received: 3 September 2019 Accepted: 27 December 2019

References
1. Otten P, Pizzolato GP, Rilliet B, Berney J. 131 cases of cavernous angioma

(cavernomas) of the CNS, discovered by retrospective analysis of 24,535
autopsies. Neurochirurgie. 1989;35(2):82–3 128-31.

2. Cavalcanti DD, Kalani MY, Martirosyan NL, Eales J, Spetzler RF, Preul MC.
Cerebral cavernous malformations: from genes to proteins to disease. J
Neurosurg. 2012;116(1):122–32.

3. Batra S, Lin D, Recinos PF, Zhang J, Rigamonti D. Cavernous malformations:
natural history, diagnosis and treatment. Nat Rev Neurol. 2009;5(12):659–70.

4. Rigamonti D, Spetzler RF, Drayer BP, Bojanowski WM, Hodak J, Rigamonti
KH, et al. Appearance of venous malformations on magnetic resonance
imaging. J Neurosurg. 1988;69(4):535–9.

5. Hayman LA, Evans RA, Ferrell RE, Fahr LM, Ostrow P, Riccardi VM. Familial
cavernous angiomas: natural history and genetic study over a 5-year period.
Am J Med Genet. 1982;11(2):147–60.

6. Gunel M, Awad IA, Finberg K, Anson JA, Steinberg GK, Batjer HH, et al. A
founder mutation as a cause of cerebral cavernous malformation in
Hispanic Americans. N Engl J Med. 1996;334(15):946–51.

7. Padarti A, Zhang J. Recent advances in cerebral cavernous malformation
research Vessel Plus. 2018;2(21):23.

8. Zhang J, Dubey P, Padarti A, Zhang A, Patel R, Patel V, et al. Novel functions
of CCM1 delimit the relationship of PTB/PH domains. Biochim Biophys Acta.
2017;1865(10):1274–86.

9. Zhang J, Clatterbuck RE, Rigamonti D, Chang DD, Dietz HC. Novel insights
regarding the pathogenesis of cerebral cavernous malformation (CCM). Am
J Human Genet. 2001;69(4):178.

10. Hilder TL, Malone MH, Bencharit S, Colicelli J, Haystead TA, Johnson GL,
et al. Proteomic identification of the cerebral cavernous malformation
signaling complex. J Proteome Res. 2007;6(11):4343–55.

11. Zhang J, Basu S, Rigamonti D, Dietz HC, Clatterbuck RE. krit1 modulates
beta1-integrin-mediated endothelial cell proliferation. Neurosurgery. 2008;
63(3):571–8 discussion 8.

12. Stockton RA, Shenkar R, Awad IA, Ginsberg MH. Cerebral cavernous
malformations proteins inhibit Rho kinase to stabilize vascular integrity. J
Exp Med. 2010;207(4):881–96.

13. He Y, Zhang H, Yu L, Gunel M, Boggon TJ, Chen H, et al. Stabilization of
VEGFR2 signaling by cerebral cavernous malformation 3 is critical for
vascular development. Sci Signal. 2010;3(116):ra26.

14. Faurobert E, Albiges-Rizo C. Recent insights into cerebral cavernous
malformations: a complex jigsaw puzzle under construction. FEBS J. 2010;
277(5):1084–96.

15. Plummer NW, Zawistowski JS, Marchuk DA. Genetics of cerebral cavernous
malformations. Curr Neurol Neurosci Rep. 2005;5(5):391–6.

16. Liu H, Rigamonti D, Badr A, Zhang J. CCM assures microvascular integrity
during angiogenesis. Transl Stroke Res. 2010;1:146–53.

17. Zhang J, Basu S, Rigamonti D, Dietz HC, Clatterbuck RE. Depletion of KRIT1
leads to perturbation of beta 1 integrin-mediated endothelial cell
angiogenesis in the pathogenesis of cerebral cavernous malformation.
Stroke. 2005;36(2):425.

18. Liu H, Rigamonti D, Badr A, Zhang J. CCM regulates microvascular
morphogenesis during angiogenesis. J Vasc Res. 2011;48(2):130–40.

19. Abou-Fadel J, Vasquez M, Grajeda B, Ellis C, Zhang J. Systems-wide analysis
unravels the new roles of CCM signal complex (CSC). Heliyon. 2019;5(12):
e02899.

20. Chernaya O, Zhurikhina A, Hladyshau S, Pilcher W, Young KM, Ortner J, et al.
Biomechanics of endothelial tubule formation differentially modulated by
cerebral cavernous malformation proteins. iScience. 2018;9:347–58.

21. Cianfruglia L, Perrelli A, Fornelli C, Magini A, Gorbi S, Salzano AM, et al. KRIT1
loss-of-function associated with cerebral cavernous malformation disease leads
to enhanced S-glutathionylation of distinct structural and regulatory proteins.
Antioxidants (Basel). 2019;8(1). https://doi.org/10.3390/antiox8010027.

22. Edelmann AR, Schwartz-Baxter S, Dibble CF, Byrd WC, Carlson J, Saldarriaga
I, et al. Systems biology and proteomic analysis of cerebral cavernous
malformation. Expert Rev Proteomics. 2014;11(3):395–404.

23. Koskimaki J, Girard R, Li Y, Saadat L, Zeineddine HA, Lightle R, et al.
Comprehensive transcriptome analysis of cerebral cavernous malformation
across multiple species and genotypes. JCI Insight. 2019;4(3). https://doi.org/
10.1172/jci.insight.126167.

24. Lant B, Pal S, Chapman EM, Yu B, Witvliet D, Choi S, et al. Interrogating the
CCM gene network. Cell Rep. 2018;24(11):2857–68 e4.

25. Otten C, Knox J, Boulday G, Eymery M, Haniszewski M, Neuenschwander M,
et al. Systematic pharmacological screens uncover novel pathways involved
in cerebral cavernous malformations. EMBO Mol Med. 2018;10(10). https://
doi.org/10.15252/emmm.201809155.

26. Abou-Fadel J, Vasquez M, Grajeda B, Ellis C, Zhang J. Systems-wide analysis
unravels the new roles of CCM signal complex (CSC). bioRxiv. 2019:631424.

27. Wang L, Dong Z, Zhang Y, Miao J. The roles of integrin beta4 in vascular
endothelial cells. J Cell Physiol. 2012;227(2):474–8.

28. Hiran TS, Mazurkiewicz JE, Kreienberg P, Rice FL, LaFlamme SE. Endothelial
expression of the alpha6beta4 integrin is negatively regulated during
angiogenesis. J Cell Sci. 2003;116(Pt 18):3771–81.

29. Braadland PRE, Ramberg HK, Grytli HH, Taskã©N KA. B-adrenergic receptor
signaling in prostate cancer. 2015;4.

30. Welser-Alves JV, Boroujerdi A, Tigges U, Wrabetz L, Feltri ML, Milner R.
Endothelial 4 integrin is predominantly expressed in arterioles, where it
promotes vascular remodeling in the hypoxic brain. 2013;33(5):943-53.

31. Hashimoto T, Meng H, Young WL. Intracranial aneurysms: links among
inflammation, hemodynamics and vascular remodeling. Neurol Res. 2006;
28(4):372–80.

32. Milner R, Campbell IL. Increased expression of the beta4 and alpha5 integrin
subunits in cerebral blood vessels of transgenic mice chronically producing
the pro-inflammatory cytokines IL-6 or IFN-alpha in the central nervous
system. Mol Cell Neurosci. 2006;33(4):429–40.

33. Welser JV, Halder SK, Kant R, Boroujerdi A, Milner R. Endothelial alpha6beta4
integrin protects during experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis-
induced neuroinflammation by maintaining vascular integrity and tight
junction protein expression. J Neuroinflammation. 2017;14(1):217.

34. Chan AC, Li DY, Berg MJ, Whitehead KJ. Recent insights into cerebral
cavernous malformations: animal models of CCM and the human
phenotype. 2010;277(5):1076-83.

Abou-Fadel et al. Chinese Neurosurgical Journal             (2020) 6:4 Page 10 of 11

https://doi.org/10.3390/antiox8010027
https://doi.org/10.1172/jci.insight.126167
https://doi.org/10.1172/jci.insight.126167
https://doi.org/10.15252/emmm.201809155
https://doi.org/10.15252/emmm.201809155


35. Schwanhausser B, Busse D, Li N, Dittmar G, Schuchhardt J, Wolf J, et al.
Corrigendum: global quantification of mammalian gene expression control.
Nature. 2013;495(7439):126–7.

36. Schwanhausser B, Busse D, Li N, Dittmar G, Schuchhardt J, Wolf J, et al.
Global quantification of mammalian gene expression control. Nature. 2011;
473(7347):337–42.

37. Tebaldi T, Re A, Viero G, Pegoretti I, Passerini A, Blanzieri E, et al. Widespread
uncoupling between transcriptome and translatome variations after a
stimulus in mammalian cells. BMC Genomics. 2012;13:220.

38. Spangenberg L, Shigunov P, Abud AP, Cofre AR, Stimamiglio MA, Kuligovski
C, et al. Polysome profiling shows extensive posttranscriptional regulation
during human adipocyte stem cell differentiation into adipocytes. Stem Cell
Res. 2013;11(2):902–12.

39. King HA, Gerber AP. Translatome profiling: methods for genome-scale
analysis of mRNA translation. Brief Funct Genomics. 2016;15(1):22–31.

40. Sampath P, Pritchard DK, Pabon L, Reinecke H, Schwartz SM, Morris DR,
et al. A hierarchical network controls protein translation during murine
embryonic stem cell self-renewal and differentiation. Cell Stem Cell. 2008;
2(5):448–60.

Abou-Fadel et al. Chinese Neurosurgical Journal             (2020) 6:4 Page 11 of 11


	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Conclusion

	Background
	Materials and methods
	Data acquisition
	Data analysis

	Results
	Genes validated in two independent studies reveals importance of CCM signaling complex (CSC) during angiogenesis
	Genes validated in two independent studies also reveal importance of other various signaling pathways associated with altered CSC
	Genes validated in three independent studies emphasizes the promiscuous roles of the CSC in non-angiogenic signaling pathways
	Gene validated in four independent studies reveals potential role of the CSC in cell junction organization and regulation of cell cycle

	Discussion
	Genes validated in two independent studies display dominant roles in angiogenesis
	Genes validated in more than two independent studies display dominant role of CSC in cell-cell adhesion pathways
	Analysis of heterogeneity among the nine omics studies used for meta-analysis

	Conclusion
	Supplementary information
	Abbreviations
	Acknowledgements
	Authors’ contributions
	Funding
	Availability of data and materials
	Ethics approval and consent to participate
	Consent for publication
	Competing interests
	References

