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The Journal of Epidemiology, the official journal of the Japan
Epidemiological Association, has decided not to consider for
publication manuscripts on research carried out with funding from
the tobacco industry and similar enterprises.1 This decision is
based on awareness that the Japan Epidemiological Association
has a responsibility to work to prevent tobacco-caused illnesses
and mortality affecting the Japanese and world population, in view
of the Japan Epidemiological Association’s aim of promoting
advances in public health=healthcare and human well-being.

Tobacco is the greatest single cause of illness and death.2,3 An
ever-accumulating body of scientific evidence supports this view,
but the tobacco industry has attempted organized and strategic
interventions to repudiate the findings, distorted facts, and
committed scientific injustice.4–8 The tobacco industry has
organized its own research and published results against the
facts demonstrated by their data concerning the health impacts of
secondhand smoke exposure,9,10 and they have interfered with the
publication of research on the relationship of secondhand smoke
exposure to lung cancer carried out by the International Agency
for Research on Cancer.6,11 In the Cancer Prevention Study
carried out in the United States by the American Cancer Society,
the authors, who had an economic relationship with the tobacco
industry, reported the absence of an association between
secondhand smoke exposure and illness using a dataset which
did not allow comparison between the exposure group and the
non-exposure group. Notably, the report formally followed the
rule of disclosing conflicts of interest (COI).12,13 However, in
another analysis using an appropriate dataset from the Cancer
Prevention Study, a significant association between secondhand
smoke exposure and illness was detected.14 These lines of
evidence indicate that interference, distortion of the facts, and
injustice by the tobacco industry, acting against science, have
been undertaken in a form that cannot readily be identified
through disclosure of COI or the ordinary peer review
process.15,16 These tactics of the tobacco industry remain
unchanged to date, despite the health impacts of secondhand
smoke exposure having been established scientifically.17

Secondhand smoke (ie, environmental tobacco smoke) was
recognized as “carcinogenic in humans (Group 1)” in 2004 by the

International Agency for Research on Cancer.18 Causal relation-
ships of exposure to indoor secondhand smoke with lung cancer,
ischemic heart disease, stroke, pediatric respiratory disease,
sudden infant death syndrome, and other conditions have been
scientifically established through comprehensive evaluations
conducted by international agencies and governmental organ-
izations.19–21 The tobacco industry in Japan (Japan Tobacco Inc.)
has publicly asserted that the association between secondhand
smoke exposure and illness has not been proven, without
providing information to the public about the above-mentioned
comprehensive scientific evaluations.22 Furthermore, the industry
has been promoting organized campaigns against legislation to
prevent indoor secondhand smoke exposure.23,24 Regarding a
meta-analysis study demonstrating health hazards arising from
secondhand smoke exposure in Japan,25 the Japanese tobacco
industry cited two books on epidemiological methodology26,27

and claimed the evidence level of a meta-analysis to be lower
than that of a single study.28 However, the two books cited at
that time actually emphasize the importance of conducting meta-
analyses in line with an appropriate method,26,27 so they do not
support the claim made by the tobacco industry. Many other
scientific errors contained in the industry’s claim have been
clearly revealed and documented in the counterargument made by
the National Cancer Center Japan.29

These facts illustrate that the tobacco industry has been
manufacturing and distributing products serving as a major cause
of illness and mortality and that it has been disseminating
incorrect knowledge=views regarding health hazards from such
products through its campaigns, which attempt to present a false
veneer of scientific or academic activity. This is a point unique
to the tobacco industry and can be viewed as a reason for the
decision made by many medical journals to date. Many medical
journals, including the British Medical Journal and its affiliates
(Thorax, Heart, BMJ Open, Tobacco Control),17 the American
Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine,30 PLoS
Medicine and its affiliates (PLoS One and PLoS Biology),31 the
British Journal of Cancer,32 Cancer Science (an official journal
of the Japanese Cancer Association),33 and the Japanese Journal
of Public Health34 have decided not to accept manuscripts on
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research financed by the tobacco industry, while admitting that
this decision involves an aspect of social justice that would not
be viewed as scientific.17,35 For a similar reason, the Japan
Epidemiological Association has also decided not to consider
for publication manuscripts on research carried out with funds
obtained from the tobacco industry and similar enterprises.1 This
decision has been made based on comprehensive assessment of
the history of the relationship between epidemiology and the
tobacco industry, the magnitude of tobacco’s health impacts,
current social situations, and other relevant priorities. By making
this decision, the Japan Epidemiological Association expresses
its moral viewpoint that academic journals should not be utilized
by the tobacco industry. The Japan Epidemiological Association
will henceforth continue evaluating its relationship with the
society as a whole, including the tobacco industry, corresponding
to changes in social situations surrounding the implementation
of epidemiology as a science.

REFERENCES

1. Guide for Authors (New submission from December 1, 2016). Japan
Epidemiological Association [cited Feb. 10, 2017]; Available from:
http:==jeaweb.jp=journal=pdf=GFA_S1M_December2016.pdf.

2. Ikeda N, Saito E, Kondo N, et al. What has made the population of
Japan healthy? Lancet. 2011;378:1094–1105.

3. WHO Report on the Global Tobacco Epidemic, 2008. World Health
Organization [cited]; Available from: http:==www.who.int=tobacco=
mpower=en=.

4. Chapman S. Research from tobacco industry affiliated authors: need
for particular vigilance. Tob Control. 2005;14:217–219.

5. Hong MK, Bero LA. How the tobacco industry responded to an
influential study of the health effects of secondhand smoke. BMJ.
2002;325:1413–1416.

6. Ong EK, Glantz SA. Tobacco industry efforts subverting Interna-
tional Agency for Research on Cancer’s second-hand smoke study.
Lancet. 2000;355:1253–1259.

7. Proctor RN. The history of the discovery of the cigarette-lung
cancer link: evidentiary traditions, corporate denial, global toll. Tob
Control. 2012;21:87–91.

8. Yano E. Japanese spousal smoking study revisited: how a tobacco
industry funded paper reached erroneous conclusions. Tob Control.
2005;14:227–233; discussion 233–235.

9. Lee PN. Lung cancer and passive smoking: association of an artefact
due to misclassification of smoking habits? Toxicol Lett. 1987;35:
157–162.

10. Lee PN. Passive smoking and lung cancer association: a result of
bias? Hum Toxicol. 1987;6:517–524.

11. Boffetta P, Agudo A, Ahrens W, et al. Multicenter case-control
study of exposure to environmental tobacco smoke and lung cancer
in Europe. J Natl Cancer Inst. 1998;90:1440–1450.

12. Enstrom JE, Kabat GC. Environmental tobacco smoke and tobacco
related mortality in a prospective study of Californians, 1960–98.
BMJ. 2003;326:1057.

13. Thun M. More misleading science from the tobacco industry
Delaying clean air laws through disinformation. BMJ USA. 2003;3:
352–353.

14. Steenland K, Thun M, Lally C, Heath C Jr. Environmental tobacco
smoke and coronary heart disease in the American Cancer Society
CPS-II cohort. Circulation. 1996;94:622–628.

15. Bero LA, Glantz S, Hong MK. The limits of competing interest
disclosures. Tob Control. 2005;14:118–126.

16. Bero LA, Glantz SA, Rennie D. Publication bias and public health
policy on environmental tobacco smoke. JAMA. 1994;272:133–136.

17. Godlee F, Malone R, Timmis A, et al. Journal policy on research
funded by the tobacco industry. BMJ. 2013;347:f5193.

18. IARC Monographs on the Evaluation of Carcinogenic Risks to
Humans, Volume 83: Tobacco smoke and involuntary smoking.
Lyon: World Health Organization International Agency for Research
on Cancer; 2004.

19. Tobacco smoking and health. A report from the review committee
on the health effects of tobacco smoking. Ministry of Health, Labour
and Welfare, Japan [cited Feb. 13, 2017]; Available from: http:==
www.mhlw.go.jp=stf=shingi2=0000135586.html (in Japanese).

20. The health consequences of smoking - 50 years of progress. In:
Service USPH, ed. Atlanta: U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Coordinating
Center for Health Promotion, National Center for Chronic Disease
Prevention and Health Promotion, Office on Smoking and Health;
2014.

21. IARC Monographs on the Evaluation of Carcinogenic Risks to
Humans, Volume 100E: Second-hand tobacco Smoke. Lyon: World
Health Organization International Agency for Research on Cancer;
2010.

22. Environmental Tobacco Smoke. Japan Tobacco Inc. [cited Feb. 10,
2017]; Available from: https:==www.jti.co.jp=tobacco=responsibilities=
guidelines=responsibility=smoke=index.html (in Japanese).

23. JT’s opinion and comments on tobacco control. Japan Tobacco
Inc. [cited Feb. 10, 2017]; Available from: https:==www.jti.co.jp=
tobacco=responsibilities=opinion=index.html (in Japanese).

24. A campaign for collecting signatures regarding clean air policy.
Japan Tobacco Inc. [cited Feb. 10, 2017]; Available from: https:==
www.jti.co.jp=tobacco=responsibilities=opinion=signature=20170203.
html (in Japanese).

25. Hori M, Tanaka H, Wakai K, Sasazuki S, Katanoda K. Secondhand
smoke exposure and risk of lung cancer in Japan: a systematic
review and meta-analysis of epidemiologic studies. Jpn J Clin
Oncol. 2016;46:942–951.

26. Akiba S, Ueshima H, Sasaki R, et al. New Epidemiology. Tokyo:
Japan Public Health Association; 1991 (in Japanese).

27. Tango T. Introduction of Meta-analysis - statistical method for
evidence synthesis. Tokyo: Asakura Publishing Co., Ltd; 2002 (in
Japanese).

28. JT’s comment on the announcement of the National Cancer Center
on secondhand smoke smoke exposure and lung cancer. Japan
Tobacco Inc. [cited Feb. 10, 2017]; Available from: https:==www.
jti.co.jp=tobacco=responsibilities=opinion=fsc_report=20160831.html
(in Japanese).

29. Counterstatement on the JT’s comment on secondhand smoke
exposure and lung cancer. National Cancer Center [cited Feb. 13,
2017]; Available from: http:==www.ncc.go.jp=jp=information=
pr_release=20160928.html (in Japanese).

30. Lanken PN, Osborne ML, Terry PB. Introduction: the ethics of
publishing research sponsored by the tobacco industry in ATS=ALA
journals. Am J Respir Crit Care Med. 1995;151:269–270.

31. PLoS Medicine Editors. A new policy on tobacco papers. PLoS
Med. 2010;7(2):e1000237.

32. Cancer Research UK Policy Statement on the Tobacco Industry
[cited Oct. 5, 2017]; Available from: http:==www.cancerresearchuk.
org=prod_consump=groups=cr_common=@nre=@pol=documents=
generalcontent=cr_051542.pdf.

33. Cancer Science Author Guidelines. Japanese Cancer Association
[cited Feb. 17, 2017]; Available from: http:==onlinelibrary.wiley.com=
journal=10.1111=(ISSN)1349-7006=homepage=ForAuthors.html.

34. Japanese Journal of Public Health: Instruction for Authors [cited
Feb. 15, 2017]; Available from: https:==www.jsph.jp=toukoukitei_e_
201702.pdf.

35. Smith R. Passive smoking: Comment from the editor. BMJ.
2003;327:505.

New Policy on Tobacco Industry Research

2 j J Epidemiol 2018;28(1):1-2

http://jeaweb.jp/journal/pdf/GFA_S1M_December2016.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=21885105&dopt=Abstract
http://www.who.int/tobacco/mpower/en/
http://www.who.int/tobacco/mpower/en/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=16046673&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=12480862&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=12480862&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=10770318&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=22345227&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=22345227&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=16046682&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=16046682&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=3810676&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=3810676&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=3692498&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=9776409&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=12750205&dopt=Abstract
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjusa.03070002
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjusa.03070002
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=8772680&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=15791022&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=8015124&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=24129479&dopt=Abstract
http://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/shingi2/0000135586.html
http://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/shingi2/0000135586.html
https://www.jti.co.jp/tobacco/responsibilities/guidelines/responsibility/smoke/index.html
https://www.jti.co.jp/tobacco/responsibilities/guidelines/responsibility/smoke/index.html
https://www.jti.co.jp/tobacco/responsibilities/opinion/index.html
https://www.jti.co.jp/tobacco/responsibilities/opinion/index.html
https://www.jti.co.jp/tobacco/responsibilities/opinion/signature/20170203.html
https://www.jti.co.jp/tobacco/responsibilities/opinion/signature/20170203.html
https://www.jti.co.jp/tobacco/responsibilities/opinion/signature/20170203.html
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=27511987&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=27511987&dopt=Abstract
https://www.jti.co.jp/tobacco/responsibilities/opinion/fsc_report/20160831.html
https://www.jti.co.jp/tobacco/responsibilities/opinion/fsc_report/20160831.html
http://www.ncc.go.jp/jp/information/pr_release/20160928.html
http://www.ncc.go.jp/jp/information/pr_release/20160928.html
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=7842174&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=20186273&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=20186273&dopt=Abstract
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/prod_consump/groups/cr_common/@nre/@pol/documents/generalcontent/cr_051542.pdf
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/prod_consump/groups/cr_common/@nre/@pol/documents/generalcontent/cr_051542.pdf
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/prod_consump/groups/cr_common/@nre/@pol/documents/generalcontent/cr_051542.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1349-7006/homepage/ForAuthors.html
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1349-7006/homepage/ForAuthors.html
https://www.jsph.jp/toukoukitei_e_201702.pdf
https://www.jsph.jp/toukoukitei_e_201702.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=12946985&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=12946985&dopt=Abstract

