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to minimize the risk of  acquisition as well as 
transmission of  the infection.[1] As on 4 August 2021, 
a total of  197,865,160 people have been diagnosed 
with the infection, of  which 4,219,861 people have 
succumbed to the disease related complications. It 
is important to note that the global case fatality rate 
has been estimated as 2.1% and the disease continues 
to challenge the preparedness of  health care delivery 
system in heterogeneous settings.[2] 

INTRODUCTION

The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID 19) pandemic 
has affected almost every person across the world 
and it is high time that we reach to each and every 
one of  them with reliable information at the earliest 
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Need and Scope of Information Technology
In these testing times, there is an immense need to 
utilize communication technology in the various 
activities of disease mitigation, treatment and advocacy, 
communication, and social mobilization.[1,3] Because 
close to 3.6 billion people do not have regular access to 
the internet, of which the majority are from low income 
nations, it is ideal to reach them through a simple text 
message and thus three international welfare agencies 
have joined their hands to ensure delivery of important 
health messages to safeguard people from the novel 
viral infection.[1] It is the need of the hour to ensure that 
technology becomes the tool which can aid the public 
health authorities in reaching everyone.[1] 

Employing information technology
It is important to acknowledge that this is the first 
pandemic in which technology and social media are 
simultaneously being utilized to ensure peoples’ safety 
and stay connected, even when social distancing has 
been advocated.[3] To reduce exposure of people who are 
suffering from some other ailments to health care settings 
(which are high risk settings), and vice versa (preventing 
exposure of health care providers from the community), 
the option of telemedicine has found lots of attention, 
relevance, and application.[4,5] In fact, many of the health 
care professionals have adopted telemedicine to diagnose 
both COVID 19 suspects as well as other illnesses and 
coordinate their management, including implementation 
of a triage mechanism.[4,5]

Additional applications
Another important application of technology has been in 
the form of artificial intelligence, which has been used in 
the current pandemic to aid in predicting the caseload and 
distribution of the disease, detection of the complications, 
and containment of the disease.[6] As this technology 
found merit in reading reports of the computerized 
tomography scans, it indirectly reduced the time spent by 
a potential suspect in the hospital and overall exposure.[6,7] 

Other than the application of technology in the field 
of health, it has found extensive application in averting 
stress and burnouts. This is a very valuable application 
of technology as many nations have imposed lockdown 

in their settings and residents have to stay indoors, and 
these technological approaches have kept people well 
informed, abreast with the recent developments, enabled 
children to continue their education through online 
classes/assignments, and allowed people to work from 
home. 

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, in the battle against the COVID 19 
pandemic, information technology, and social media have 
emerged as one of the important tools for the health 
sector to create not only awareness about the disease 
but also it has aided in the prevention and control of the 
novel viral infection.

Financial support and sponsorship
Nil.

Conflicts of interest
There are no conflicts of interest.

REFERENCES

1. World Health Organization. ITU-WHO Joint Statement: 
Unleashing information Technology to Defeat COVID-19; 
2020. Available from: https://www.who.int/news-room/
detail/20-04-2020-itu-who-joint-statement-unleashing-information 
-technology-to-defeat-covid-19. [Last accessed on 2020 Apr 22].

2. World Health Organization. Weekly operational update on 
COVID-19 - 4 August 2021; 2021. Available from: https://www.who.
int/publications/m/item/weekly-operational-update-on-covid-19---
4-august-2021 [Last accessed on 2021 Aug 5].

3. Sanei Taheri M, Falahati F, Radpour A, Karimi V, Sedaghat A, 
Karimi MA. Role of social media and telemedicine in diagnosis and 
management of COVID-19; an experience of the Iranian society of 
radiology. Arch Iran Med 2020;23:285-6.

4. Chauhan V, Galwankar S, Arquilla B, Garg M, Somma SD, 
El-Menyar A, et al. Novel coronavirus (COVID-19): Leveraging 
telemedicine to optimize care while minimizing exposures and viral 
transmission. J Emerg Trauma Shock 2020;13:20-4.

5. Moazzami B, Razavi-Khorasani N, Dooghaie Moghadam A, 
Farokhi E, Rezaei N. COVID-19 and telemedicine: Immediate action 
required for maintaining healthcare providers well-being. J Clin 
Virol 2020;126:104345.

6. Vaishya R, Javaid M, Khan IH, Haleem A. Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
applications for COVID-19 pandemic. Diabetes Metab Syndr 
2020;14:337-9.

7. McCall B. COVID-19 and artificial intelligence: Protecting health-care 
workers and curbing the spread. Lancet Digit Health 2020;2:e166-7.

[Downloaded free from http://www.digitmedicine.com on Wednesday, September 28, 2022, IP: 39.155.155.132]


