RUPTURE OF THE SPLEEN. OPERA -

TION . RECOVERY,

by ai FENTON,
Major, i.m.s.,

General Hospital, Rangoon.

MauNCj San ShWg, = Burmese prisoner, aged
about 50, was seen in consultation With (aptain
Knapp, I.M.S., Superintendent, Rangoon Central
Prison, on the afternoon of 12th February 1912.

He gave the higtory of am injury o= the left
side from a fall on the evening of 9th February
1912. He was 1in indifferent health and in a
special gang.

There the
abdomen, acute pain and tenderness in the left

rigidity of the right rectus,

considerable distension of

was

epigastrium, and

nausea.

The diagnosis pointed to some intra-abdominal
injury, @nd indicated 1aparotomy without delay.
I had him sent down to the General Hospital,
and operated 23t G-3(0 p.m.
opened by = left rectus incision. It found
full of Dblood, which cleared out. The
haemorrhage was traced with some (ifficulty to =
rupture of the Spleen near the hilum on the gastric
surface.

The abdomen was
was

was

The spleen was enucleated without special diffi-
It was about twice the normal size.

culty.
The drainage tube was inserted in the lower

angle of the wound in view of poggible oozing.
The man made a good recovery and was sent
back to the Jail Hospital on 26th February 1912.

The rupture " the gpleen was = comparatively
small one, @bout H inches long, and f inch deep.

This no doubt accounted for the slow haemorrhage
and not very great acuteness of the symptoms.

The following Plood counts were made before
he left the General Hospital =7

(1) Red ce'ls 3,670,000,
White cells 30,000.
Polymorphonuclears 85%
Small mononuclears 5 25%
Large det. - 1025%
Mast cells %
Ilceiiioglobin 80%
(2) About a week later?
Red cells 2,472,000.
White cells 15,800.
Haemoglobin } 75%

(No differential count pade.)

On 28th March
follows : =

1912 the blood count was as

Eed celll

4,140,000.

White colls 9,000,

Hcemoglobin 70%

Polymorphonuclears 70%5%

Small mononuclears. . 23%25%

Large do. 3 25%

Eosinophiles 2-25%

Intermediate 275%
On 1lth May 1912 the count wasv?

Eed cells 3%424,000.

White cells 13,600.
Polymorphonuclears 6175%
Small mononuclears 26%
Large do. 3'5%
Eosinophiles 5'5%
Mast cells . 1y
Myelocytes -5%
Other forms n75%

on 17th July 1912 the count was-?

Eed cells 4,085,000.

White cells 11,400.
Haemoglobin about 95%
Polymorphonuclear 47-7%
Small mononuclears 25%
Large do. 6 7%
Eosinophiles 15-7%
Mast cells 2-3%
Intermediate fol'ms 2-3
Others ?3

The above counts were kindly made by Sab-
Assistant Surgeon Gurudatta Sarin of the Patho-
logical Department in the General Hogpital,

Rangoon. )
The patient has had two attacks of benign

tertian Malaria since his return to jail,

He is at present in good Pe3lth: appears
fitter than before the operation. The absence of
his Spleen has not apparently troubled him very
much so far.

The high eosinophile count e» 17th July may
possibly indicate some form oOf intestinal para-

sitism.



