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There has been a recent explosion
in the number of colour guides
and slide atlases specifically aimed
at candidates sitting the MRCP and
undergraduate examinations, and
this book is yet another in this long
line. The authors' stated aim is to
illustrate the commonexr classical
clinical signs. There are chapters
for each organ system and, at the
beginning and the end, two
sections are devoted to general
Signs and AIDS.

Each chapter consists of a series

of colour and monochrome

photographs == the right-hand
page, With complementary text o=
the left. This grrangement

generally works well oycept in
certain chapters where the text is

excessive and bears no direct rela-
tionship to the illustrations. The

legends accompanying the
photographs are in most instances
inadequate 2nd insufficiently

descriptive of the clinical gigng
depicted. The inclusion of illustra-

tions of clinical methods (testing
for nail bed fluctuation, assessment

of collapsing pulse etc) is not
appropriate for a book of this
nature. It is also inappropriate for
photographs ©f radiological investi-

gations and hjigtology te be
included, as the stated aim is to

show typical clinical signs. The
authors fail to include illustrations
of clinical conditions which lend
themselves admirably to a colour
guide of this nature. For example,
the endocrine section does not
contain a gingle photograph ©f
acromegaly (although one is found
in the section on the head and

neck but with no description), or

hypopituitarism; nex does the
section on neurological disorders

contain photographs of cranial
nerve deficits. The quality of the
photographs i patchy and in some
instances quite poor (eg flg 27) .
Some clinical signs are not visible

and better examples of some signs
should have been available (eg
periorbital puffiness i® hypo-
thyroidism) .

In suymmary, the book falls short

of delivering what its authors
intended. Although the quality of
its content is average its deficits
make it difficult to recommend it
to its intended audience.
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