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Sir,
I read with interest the article on Pagets disease by Aseervatham 
et al.[1] I have certain doubts regarding the article
1. The authors have mentioned in the title that this is more 

common in South India, but in the methods, they have 
described the data from almost 10 outpatient clinics of 
various doctors (not from the institute)

2. 66 patients from ten outpatient clinics in twelve years is 
described as common disease. May I know the method 
in which they describe it as common.

3. The study has got no objectives. With a simple 
observational study, they have reasoned out that a drug 
intake has reversed many cases. In a year follow up is 
given in the data which includes patients from 2020. This 
incomplete year, how one year follow up can be done ?

4. The authors have mentioned it as more common in 
South India, because there are only 27 reports from the 
west.[2] Is it true that the west report is from ten doctors 
of 12 years practice. If that is going to be the truth, then 
the conclusion is invalid. The western study is in 2006. 
Its exactly fourteen years now. is any epidemiological 
comparison valid after 14 years?

5. In the last, they have mentioned as cohort study, do they 
mean to say, is it’s a retrospective observational cohort ?

6. Was FDG PET scan done in all cases even in 2008?
7. There is no clear cut definition of remission in methodology. 

Hence percentage description in results seems vague. how 
a remission rate of 92.4% arrived at ?

I request the authors to clarify for the benefit of all readers.
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Is Paget Disease of Bone a Predominant Disease of South India? 
Clinical Characteristics, Therapeutic Outcome and Follow Up of 
66 Patients from Tamil Nadu and Brief Review of Epidemiology

Sir,
Thank you for showing interest in our recent article on Paget 
disease of bone (PDB). We have addressed your queries below.

This disease appears to be more common in south India 
based on the number of cases and case series reported 

in the Indian literature so far (Ref: 8,9,11,17‑64 in the 
article). Prevalence of any disease is generally considered 
to be overrated when published from an institute due to the 
possible referral bias. The cases reported in this paper were 
seen in private outpatient clinics of mainly two authors 
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