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The timing, duration 
and magnitude of the 8.2 ka event 
in global speleothem records
Sarah E. Parker* & Sandy P. Harrison

Abrupt events are a feature of many palaeoclimate records during the Holocene. The best example is 
the 8.2 ka event, which was triggered by a release of meltwater into the Labrador Sea and resulted in 
a weakening of poleward heat transport in the North Atlantic. We use an objective method to identify 
rapid climate events in globally distributed speleothem oxygen isotope records during the Holocene. 
We show that the 8.2 ka event can be identified in >70% of the speleothem records and is the most 
coherent signal of abrupt climate change during the last 12,000 years. The isotopic changes during the 
event are regionally homogenous: positive oxygen isotope anomalies are observed across Asia and 
negative anomalies are seen across Europe, the Mediterranean, South America and southern Africa. 
The magnitude of the isotopic excursions in Europe and Asia are statistically indistinguishable. There 
is no significant difference in the duration and timing of the 8.2 ka event between regions, or between 
the speleothem records and Greenland ice core records. Our study supports a rapid and global climate 
response to the 8.2 ka freshwater pulse into the North Atlantic, likely transmitted globally via 
atmospheric teleconnections.

The Holocene epoch (11,700 years BP to present) has been punctuated by several large-scale and rapid changes 
in the climate  system1–3, termed abrupt events. Numerous abrupt events have been identified, although many 
have not been studied extensively or have only been identified in a limited number of regions, and the causes of 
the events are not always clear. Two events that have been studied and examined more extensively are the 4.2 and 
8.2 ka (ka; thousand years ago) events. The 4.2 ka event is a 300-year megadrought identified predominantly in 
Eurasian and Middle Eastern palaeoclimate  records4–6, although the exact mechanism is still  debated7,8.

The largest and most-significant abrupt event of the last 12,000 years in Greenland ice core records is the 
8.2 ka  event9. During this event, an influx of freshwater into the Labrador Sea from the retreating Laurentide ice 
sheet slowed down the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC), reducing northwards meridional 
heat  transport10,11. This triggered a large drop in temperature across the North Atlantic region; Greenland ice 
cores show > 2 °C cooling over an interval of 165  years12. The 8.2 ka event has been identified in a large number 
of palaeoclimate records. A global compilation of reconstructions using marine, lake, ice and peat cores and spe-
leothem records by Morrill et al.13 showed widespread cooling over Europe of ~ 1 to 1.5 °C. Drier conditions were 
shown in the northern hemisphere tropics, with wetter conditions in the southern hemisphere tropics. While 
this compilation has been used to evaluate climate model simulations of the 8.2 ka  event14–16, only 13% of the 
records provide quantitative estimates of temperature and precipitation and most of the information consists of 
qualitative indications of the direction of the change in climate. Furthermore, most of the records included in this 
compilation were of insufficient temporal resolution to estimate the duration of the event, and the exact timing of 
the event was also not examined. Questions therefore remain about the global signature and nature of this event.

Speleothem oxygen isotope (δ18O) records are ideal for reconstructing global-scale patterns of abrupt climate 
events, such as the 8.2 ka event, because they often have sub-annual to decadal temporal resolution and well-
constrained chronologies. Speleothem δ18O can be influenced by multiple climate factors, including regional 
precipitation, atmospheric circulation and  temperature17–19, which can make their climate interpretation chal-
lenging. Nevertheless, the 8.2 ka event has been identified in numerous individual speleothem records around 
the  world20–23 and there are now sufficient numbers of published speleothem records, especially compared to the 
status at the time of the Morrill et al.13 8.2 ka synthesis, to facilitate a global-scale  analysis24.

Here, we used the Speleothem Isotope Synthesis and AnaLysis (SISAL)  database25,26 to identify potential 
abrupt climate events in the Holocene, by using breakpoint analysis to detect shifts in δ18O values objectively 
and determining whether these excursions were above the inherent variability of climate and spatially coherent. 
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We then focus on the nature of the 8.2 ka event, and specifically the timing, duration and magnitude of the 
anomalies registered in each speleothem record at this time. We compare our speleothem synthesis to other 
lines of evidence, including Greenland ice core data, speleothem trace element records and the global synthesis 
by Morrill et al.13. Our new global synthesis allows us to address the following questions: (1) Is the 8.2 ka event a 
significant and prominent feature of the Holocene epoch? (2) How rapidly was the event transmitted to regions 
distant from the North Atlantic? (3) What is the speleothem δ18O spatial fingerprint of this event, and what does 
it tell us about the climate response?

Results
We examined the presence and timing of significant abrupt climate events through the Holocene using 275 glob-
ally distributed speleothem records (Fig. 1). There are several intervals where the proportion of records showing 
an abrupt isotope excursion exceeds the randomly generated noise (Fig. 2), including at 0.6–0.9, 1.5–1.8, 3.6–3.9, 
6.6–6.9, 8.1–8.4, 10.2–10.5 and 11.1–11.4 ka. The early Holocene peaks coincide with Bond event 7 (10.3 ka) 
and 8 (11.1 ka, or the pre-Boreal oscillation)27,28. However, the isotope excursions associated with each of these 
two peaks show little coherency in their spatial pattern, timing and duration (Fig. S1). The excursions identified 

Figure 1.  Spatial distribution of speleothem δ18O records used in this study. Purple dots show sites that were 
only used to detect globally significant abrupt events through the Holocene, and green triangles show those 
used both in the Holocene analysis and to examine the 8.2 ka event. Carbonate bedrock distribution is from the 
WOrld Karst Aquifer Mapping (WOKAM)  project67.

Figure 2.  Percentage of high-resolution speleothem records that show at least two abrupt shifts in oxygen 
isotope values, for a given 300-year bin, across the Holocene epoch. The 8.2 ka event is annotated. The red line 
represents the percentage of randomly generated records (with red noise) that show >  = 2 breakpoints in a 300-
year bin. The bins that are higher than the randomly generated noise (and therefore significant) are shown in 
dark blue.
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between 8 ka and present do not coincide with any previously identified abrupt climate events. Although the 
interval around 4.2 ka is often identified as a period of rapid climate  change4–6, it is not detected by the speleo-
them records. The most prominent period of abrupt climate change in the Holocene is at ~ 8.2 ka, where 72% of 
the records show an abrupt isotope excursion.

We examined the isotope excursion at 8.2 ka using 73 speleothem δ18O records (Fig. 1) of sufficiently high 
temporal resolution and length (see “Methods” section). Most records show a remarkably consistent timing 
(Fig. 3) of the event, allowing for age uncertainties. The global speleothem records show the event starting at 
8.22 ± 0.012 ka and ending at 8.06 ± 0.014 ka (Table 1). Furthermore, the timing of the global δ18O excursion 
coincides with the 8.2 ka event excursion identified in Greenland ice core records, within age  uncertainties12. 
The median duration registered globally in speleothem δ18O records (Table. 1) is ~ 159 years, which is the same 
(within error) as the duration of the event calculated by layer counting in Greenland ice cores (of 160.5  years12). 
Both the timing and the duration of the event are statistically indistinguishable between Europe and Asia, the two 
regions with sufficient records to perform a t-test, and between these two regions and Greenland. The median 
magnitude of the 8.2 ka δ18O excursion is also indistinguishable between Europe and Asia (Table 1).

Figure 3.  Start and end of the 8.2 ka event for each record and each age-depth modelling approach, constrained 
by breakpoint analysis. The original chronologies are shown together with the SISALv2 chronologies. Upper and 
lower age uncertainties associated with each age-depth model are given (dashed lines). The 8.2 ka event timing 
in the Greenland ice core record is  shown12.

Table 1.  Median start, end and duration of the 8.2 ka event registered in speleothem records, globally and for 
the Europe/Mediterranean and Asia regions. Standard error associated with each value is given in brackets. For 
all variables, regional values are insignificant from one another, according to a t test (at P < 0.01). Timing and 
duration of the 8.2 ka event in Greenland ice core are also shown, with their  uncertainty9,12.

Magnitude (permil) Start (years BP) End (years BP) Duration (years)

Global 0.5 (0.04) 8223 (12) 8062 (14) 159 (11)

Europe 0.4 (0.05) 8192 (27) 7968 (33) 166 (22)

Asia 0.49 (0.07) 8257 (14) 8081 (16) 163 (15)

Greenland 8247 (47) 8086 (47) 160.5 (5.5)
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Speleothem δ18O anomalies of the 8.2 ka event show homogeneous signals over broad regions (Fig. 4a). Over 
Europe and the Mediterranean region, 15 out of 20 sites exhibit an 8.2 ka excursion. These excursions show nega-
tive 8.2 ka δ18O anomalies, i.e. δ18O values across the event are lower (more negative) than before or after. Over 
Asia, anomalies are registered in 13 out of 16 sites, with consistently higher (positive) δ18O anomalies, where δ18O 
across the event are less negative than before and after the event. Speleothem δ18O anomalies are negative across 
the South American continent and southern Africa, registered in 4 out of 6 sites. All the central American sites 
show an 8.2 ka isotope excursion, although more southerly sites show positive excursions and more northern 
sites show negative δ18O anomalies. However, these sites show larger age uncertainties (Fig. 3) than other regions 
and there is therefore some uncertainty associated with the identification of the 8.2 ka isotope excursion. There 
is no significant 8.2 ka isotope excursion recorded in any of the four sites located in the Oceania region or in the 
two sites from North America.

The patterns in the speleothem δ18O anomalies (Fig. 4a) can be compared with evidence from speleothem 
growth rate, trace element and calcium isotope data (Fig. 4b, Table S3) and the Morrill et al.13 8.2 ka reconstruc-
tions. The homogenous negative speleothem isotope signals across Europe are mirrored by widespread cooling 
signals (Fig. 4d). However, the precipitation anomalies (Fig. 4c) inferred by Morrill et al.13 and indicated by 
other speleothem evidence (Fig. 4b) are heterogeneous over the region, and indeed differ from one another. 
This heterogeneity could reflect the fact that different climate archives record different aspects of the hydro-
logical cycle. For example, wet anomalies in west Europe from the Morrill et al. synthesis were explained as 
reflecting increased runoff from spring snowmelt, whilst dry signals in the east were inferred from pollen-based 
reconstructions of annual precipitation. Site-specific influences may also be obscuring regional climate signals 
in some records. Nevertheless, precipitation patterns in Fig. 4b, c do not show the homogeneity characteristic 
of the δ18O anomalies. The widespread positive speleothem isotope anomalies over Asia are mirrored by dry 
anomalies over the region (Fig. 4c), inferred from speleothem trace elements, growth rate and calcium isotopes, 
and peat δ13C and a South China Sea salinity  record13. There are very few high-resolution 8.2 ka records in South 
America beyond speleothem δ18O evidence, however a trace element record from Botuverá Cave (Brazil)29 sug-
gests wetter conditions during the event (Fig. 3b;29), consistent with the negative δ18O anomalies in the region. 
Drier conditions are inferred over central America by Morrill et al.13, whereas the speleothem isotope signals 
show a more mixed signal.

Discussion
The prominence of the 8.2 ka event in Greenland records is perhaps unsurprising, given that it was forced by a 
large change in freshwater flux to the North  Atlantic11,30,31. Its prominence in the speleothem records shows that 
this change was sufficient to trigger a global reorganisation of the climate system. We have shown that the 8.2 ka 
event shows remarkable global coherency with respect to timing, duration, magnitude and spatial pattern. The 
coeval timing of the event in regions both close and far from the north Atlantic (Europe and the Mediterranean 
versus Asia) supports the indirect evidence of global synchronicity from Greenland ice core methane  records32, 

Figure 4.  (a) Oxygen isotope anomalies for the 8.2 ka event, registered by speleothem records. The 8.2 ka 
anomalies determined by breakpoint analysis are shown by filled circles. They are calculated as the mean δ18O 
value between the start and end of the event and given relative to a base period mean δ18O, defined as 7.8 ka to 
the event end and the start to 8.4 ka. Where studies have identified a speleothem δ18O excursion, but the raw 
data are not available, anomalies are simply given as positive or negative (Table S2), represented by crosses. 
(b) Speleothem evidence of wetter/drier 8.2 ka event conditions, inferred from non-oxygen isotope evidence. 
H indicates records with a hiatus spanning the 8.2 ka event and therefore assumed to record drier conditions. 
Metadata for these records are given in Table S3. (c, d) Inferred precipitation and temperature anomalies during 
the 8.2 ka event from the Morrill et al.13 synthesis.
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which reflect hydrological changes over methane producing regions, mainly tropical wetlands. The 8.2 ka meth-
ane excursion is coeval (within 4 years) with changes in δ14N (which reflects changes in local temperature) in 
Greenland, indicating that the North Atlantic and global climate response to the 8.2 ka freshwater influx is 
indeed synchronous. The Greenland ice core δ18O record and a sub-annual resolution speleothem record from 
Heshang Cave, China were found to be statistically indistinguishable, supporting a rapid (annual) teleconnec-
tion between these  regions33. Furthermore, a comparison of eight speleothem records from China, Oman and 
 Brazil34 showed the event occurred at the same time in all the records, within the dating uncertainties. Oceanic 
teleconnections operate on decadal to centennial  timescales35. Since lags on these timescales are not observed 
(even within uncertainties) between near (Europe) and far (Asia) regions, our study supports the idea that the 
transmission of the 8.2 ka event occurred through suitably rapid atmospheric processes.

One atmospheric mechanism for the transmission of the North Atlantic signal globally is a southward shift 
in the mean position of the intertropical convergence zone (ITCZ)36, in response to cooler sea-surface tem-
peratures (SSTs) in the North Atlantic. Such a shift in the mean position of the ITCZ is supported by the spatial 
patterning of the speleothem isotope signals (Fig. 4a). The antiphase pattern of positive signals in the northern 
hemisphere tropics of Asia and negative signals in the southern hemisphere tropics of South America and south-
ern Africa is consistent with the weakening of northern hemisphere monsoons and strengthening of southern 
hemisphere monsoons in response to a shift in the ITCZ. Negative (positive) speleothem isotope signals in 
the monsoon regions have been interpreted as reflecting a stronger (weaker) monsoon, via a combination of 
processes, including regional precipitation and atmospheric circulation changes driving moisture transport 
 changes37,38. The antiphase pattern in the tropics is also evident in precipitation  anomalies13 and other lines of 
speleothem evidence (Fig. 4b). Quantitative precipitation reconstructions from Chinese speleothem records 
also support a significant drying over Asia during the 8.2 ka event. A calcium isotope record from Heshang 
cave (China) show a ~ 1/3rd decrease in precipitation at the onset of the  event39, whilst a rainfall reconstruction 
using the difference in speleothem δ18O between two Chinese cave sites along a moisture pathway indicate a 
maximum 24% decrease of rainfall at the onset (350 mm  year−1)40. Drier conditions in the northern hemisphere 
tropics and wetter conditions in the southern hemisphere tropics are also simulated by numerous climate model 
simulations of the 8.2 ka event and attributed to a shift in the  ITCZ14,15. Thus, both palaeoclimate observations 
and climate model simulations support the idea that the 8.2 ka event was transmitted to the low latitudes via a 
shift in the mean position of the ITCZ.

The lack of 8.2 ka signal in the Indonesia/Australia region is inconsistent with this antiphase pattern in the 
tropics. There is no evident signal in other hydrological palaeoclimate records in the  region41 and climate mod-
els typically show a mixed and non-significant rainfall response  there16,42. This likely reflects the complexity of 
climate variability in the region, with ocean feedbacks playing a significant  role43,44. Over central America, the 
mixed speleothem isotope signal contrasts with the drying signal inferred from lake  records13 and simulated by 
climate  models15,16,42. It is possible that the negative δ18O anomalies observed in the northern sites reflect lower 
δ18O of seawater in the north of the Gulf of Mexico, observed in a marine δ18O  record45. However, the age uncer-
tainties of these speleothem records are larger than most records (Fig. 3) and there are other δ18O excursions 
at around this time. In the study documenting the Dos Anas and Santo Tomas records, an earlier positive δ18O 
anomaly is tentatively suggested as reflecting the 8.2 ka  event46. More high-resolution speleothem records of the 
8.2 ka event are needed in this region to understand the climate response in the central America region better.

The negative speleothem isotope anomalies over Europe are consistent with the widespread cooling observed 
in numerous palaeoclimate  records13. Quantitative temperature estimates suggest a cooling of between 1 and 
1.5 °C13,47. Based on the observed and modelled temperature/δ18Oprecipitation gradients of 0.17‰ to 0.9‰ °C−1, and 
an equilibrium isotope fractionation between drip water and calcite of − 0.18 to − 0.23 ‰ °C−1 18, the regional δ18O 
speleothem anomaly of 0.4 ‰ could be fully explained by the regional temperature decrease. The oxygen isotopic 
composition of moisture delivered to Europe was also likely lower during the 8.2 ka event, further contributing to 
negative isotope anomalies in the region. Lower δ18O of seawater (of ~ 0.4 ‰48) in the North Atlantic region and 
cooler SSTs (of ~ 1 °C49,50), would deliver moisture that is ~ 0.5 ‰ more depleted. Other studies have emphasised 
other possible causes of the depleted δ18O values in the region, including changing rainfall  seasonality51 and 
precipitation  amount51,52. Future studies comparing the oxygen isotope synthesis presented here with isotope-
enabled climate model simulations could elucidate the drivers of δ18O excursions during the 8.2 ka event.

Other events during the Holocene epoch are clearly less globally prominent than the 8.2 ka event. A signifi-
cant number of abrupt events were identified at ~ 11.2 ka, associated with the Preboreal Oscillation, supporting 
the idea that freshwater pulses induced large changes in the climate system. However, the global fingerprint of 
this event is less coherent than that of the 8.2 ka event. Although there appear to be some statistically significant 
speleothem isotope excursions in the second part of the Holocene, none of these correspond to abrupt climate 
events that have been identified in other studies, such as the 4.2 ka  event4,5. There is still little consensus about 
the spatial extent and cause of these later Holocene events, which have been interpreted as a response to changes 
in solar  irradiance53,54 or volcanicity (or both)32,55 and which have also been considered as a manifestation of 
internal (unforced) climate  variability56. The lack of a significant 4.2 ka event in our speleothem analysis could 
reflect the complexity of the event; records of the event do not always show a well-constrained  timing4,57,58 or a 
signal with an amplitude larger than the noise of the  record59 Furthermore, the signal of this event sometimes 
consists of several oscillations rather than one straightforward  excursion4,60. However, it seems more likely that 
this event was not of global extent. There is no regional 4.2 ka event in the north Atlantic  region61 and even in 
the Mediterranean region, where evidence of the event is  clearest4, there are numerous palaeoclimate records 
that do not show the  event57.
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Conclusion
We have shown that the 8.2 ka event is the most prominent abrupt climate event in the Holocene. The event 
shows a globally extensive, coherent and synchronous climate response. The coherency of the regional δ18O 
anomalies indicates that the freshwater pulse at 8.2 ka triggered a widespread reorganisation of climate systems. 
The synchronicity of isotope signals globally suggests that the North Atlantic freshening was transmitted via 
rapid atmospheric teleconnections. We have provided the first global speleothem isotope synthesis of the 8.2 ka 
event, that can be used to test the ability of climate models to simulate the impacts of ice sheet melting and ocean 
circulation changes.

Methods
Holocene abrupt event detection analysis. We determine the presence and timing of abrupt events 
during the Holocene using a global dataset of speleothem δ18O records from the SISAL (Speleothem Isotopes 
Synthesis and Analysis) version 2  database25,26,62. We identify abrupt events during a moving 1000-year window 
(with 50% overlap). For each window, we select speleothem records using the following criteria:

• They have a mean sampling resolution of <  = 30 years within the window;
• They have a minimum length within the window of 500 years;

This resulted in the selection of 275 speleothem records from 170 sites for this analysis (Fig. 1). The choice of a 
minimum resolution of <  = 30 years gives a minimum of five data points for abrupt events of ~ 150 years duration 
and ensures that there are sufficient records included in the analysis to identify a global signal.

To detect abrupt events within a window objectively, we carried out breakpoint analysis using the Strucchange 
package in  R63,64. The method detects significant shifts in speleothem δ18O data using a dynamical program-
ming approach. The optimal number of breakpoints (and location) is determined using a Bayesian Information 
Criterion. Where two breakpoints occur within < 300 years, it suggests an abrupt event, whereby there is a rapid 
shift in δ18O values, which are maintained for at least a few years, then a shift back. To prevent the breakpoint 
analysis from detecting changes in δ18O values that relate to long-term changes, the speleothem records are first 
individually detrended and normalised by fitting a linear regression through each record across the 1000-year 
window, then subtracting the predicted δ18O values from the linear model from the observed δ18O values.

We calculate the number of records within 300-year bins across the Holocene that show >  = 2 breakpoints 
(Fig. 2), given as a percentage of the total records in that bin (thereby ensuring plotted values do not reflect 
the changing number of records through the Holocene). 300-year bins are chosen to examine the presence of 
abrupt events because they are sufficiently short to exclude multi-centennial scale variability but long enough 
to capture the full length of an abrupt event. As a further step, we determined which bins were statistically 
significant above randomly generated noise. This was important because speleothem δ18O records often have a 
high degree of autocorrelation, which can cause statistically spurious breakpoints to be  detected65. We therefore 
carried out the same breakpoint analysis on randomly generated records with the same sampling resolution 
and autocorrelation as the speleothem records, using the arima.sim function in R. We carried out these steps 
1000 times and calculated the mean percentage of randomly generated records with >  = 2 breakpoints within a 
bin. Bins where the actual speleothem records have a higher percentage than the randomly generated noise are 
considered statistically significant.

8.2 ka anomalies. To identify the presence of the 8.2 ka event, and characterise the timing, duration and 
magnitude of speleothem oxygen isotope anomalies at the event, we selected speleothem records from SISAL 
version 2 covering the interval 7.8 to 8.4 ka. Records were selected using the following criteria:

• They have a mean temporal resolution of <  = 30 years within the period;
• They are at least 300 years long within the period;

This resulted in the selection of 67 speleothem records from 48 sites for this analysis (Fig. 1). We added a 
further 6 records (from 6 sites), that are not available in SISALv2 (Table S1). Although we used a mean temporal 
resolution of <  = 30 years to select the records for this analysis, 95% of records have a mean resolution of < 20 years 
and 67% have a mean resolution of < 10 years (Table S1).

We detected abrupt shifts in δ18O values by carrying out breakpoint analysis over each individual, detrended 
record. Where a speleothem record shows <  = 1 breakpoint, there is no significant δ18O excursion (Fig. 5a). 
Where a speleothem record shows 2 breakpoints, the record shows one simple δ18O excursion (Fig. 5b). If a 
record shows > 2 breakpoints (i.e. an excursion can be separated into segments, or there are several significant 
fluctuations), we determine which segments are significantly different from the base period (before and after 
the event). If all significant segments have the same sign anomaly (relative to the base period), this suggests 
they represent an event with a more complex evolution (Fig. 5c). If significant segments show a changing sign 
of anomaly, this suggests that the record shows numerous fluctuations and therefore the record does not show 
one clear 8.2 ka excursion (Fig. 5d).

The oldest breakpoint is defined as the start of the excursion and the youngest breakpoint defined as the end 
(Fig. 5b). We calculate the event duration in each individual record as the difference between the start and the 
end of the event. Anomalies are calculated as the mean δ18O between the start and the end of the event, minus 
the mean δ18O of before and after the event (Fig. 5).
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To ensure no spurious results related to the record noise are included in our synthesis, we removed any 
records where the amplitude of the ~ 8.2 ka δ18O anomaly is smaller than one standard deviation of the base 
period (before and after the event), to minimise the impact of noise in the records which might result in spuri-
ous event detection.

We also examined the age uncertainties associated with the 8.2 ka δ18O excursions using age uncertainty data 
available in the SISAL v2 database. The database contains chronologies from seven different age-depth model-
ling  approaches26. Age uncertainties were calculated from the spread of individual ensembles in six modelling 
approaches (linear interpolation, linear regression, Bchron, Bacon, OxCal, COPRA). Age uncertainties were 
obtained in the seventh model (StalAge) through a Monte Carlo approach, but individual ensembles were not 
preserved. SISAL v2 age-depth models were screened to ensure reliability. The models had to meet several criteria 
to be included in the database, including: (a) having no age reversals, (b) flexibly following clear growth rate 
changes and (c) showing greater uncertainties between dates and near growth hiatuses. No age-depth model is 
successful for all speleothem records. The ages (and uncertainties) were extracted at the breakpoint locations 
using all available age-depth modelling approaches for each record, thereby assessing uncertainty associated 
with the choice of model. This demonstrated whether a δ18O excursion could plausibly have occurred at ~ 8.2 ka. 
Where age uncertainties are too large and therefore the timing of the 8.2 ka isotope excursion too poorly con-
strained, we excluded the entity from our analysis.

Data availability
The Speleothem Isotopes Synthesis and AnaLysis (SISAL) database version 2 is available through the University 
of Reading Data Archive, at https:// doi. org/ 10. 17864/ 1947. 256. 62. The dataset generated in this study is avail-
able in a GitHub repository, available at https:// doi. org/ 10. 5281/ zenodo. 58711 76. We use R for  analyses66. The 
code used to run the analyses and generate the figures in this study are also available at https:// doi. org/ 10. 5281/ 
zenodo. 58711 76.

Received: 18 January 2022; Accepted: 6 May 2022

References
 1. Dykoski, C. A. et al. A high-resolution, absolute-dated Holocene and deglacial Asian monsoon record from Dongge Cave, China. 

Earth Planet. Sci. Lett. 233, 71–86 (2005).
 2. Morrill, C., Overpeck, J. T. & Cole, J. E. A synthesis of abrupt changes in the Asian summer monsoon since the last deglaciation. 

Holocene 13, 465–476 (2003).

Figure 5.  Detection of 8.2 ka isotope excursions. (a) shows a record (KOT-1 from Kotumsar  cave68) with 
no breakpoints and therefore no excursion, (b) shows a record (K1 from Katerloch  cave69) with an excursion 
constrained by 2 breakpoints, (c) shows a record (YD01 from Pippikin  Pot70) with an excursion constrained 
by > 2 breakpoints, (d) shows a record (So-1 from Sofular  cave71) with > 2 breakpoints, but isotope excursions of 
varying direction and therefore no clear 8.2 ka event.

https://doi.org/10.17864/1947.256
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5871176
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5871176
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5871176


8

Vol:.(1234567890)

Scientific Reports |        (2022) 12:10542  | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-022-14684-y

www.nature.com/scientificreports/

 3. Stríkis, N. M. et al. Abrupt variations in South American monsoon rainfall during the Holocene based on a speleothem record 
from central-eastern Brazil. Geology 39, 1075–1078 (2011).

 4. Bini, M. et al. The 4.2 ka BP Event in the Mediterranean region: an overview. Clim. Past. 15, 555–577 (2019).
 5. Kaniewski, D., Marriner, N., Cheddadi, R., Guiot, J. & Van Campo, E. The 4.2 ka BP event in the Levant. Clim. Past 14, 1529–1542 

(2018).
 6. Scuderi, L. A., Yang, X., Ascoli, S. E. & Li, H. The 4.2 ka BP event in northeastern China: a geospatial perspective. Clim. Past. 15, 

367–375 (2019).
 7. Toth, L. T. & Aronson, R. B. The 4.2 ka event, ENSO, and coral reef development. Clim. Past. 15, 105–119 (2019).
 8. Yan, M. & Liu, J. Physical processes of cooling and mega-drought during the 4.2 ka BP event: results from TraCE-21ka simulations. 

Clim. Past. 15, 265–277 (2019).
 9. Vinther, B. M., et al. A synchronized dating of three Greenland ice cores throughout the Holocene. J. Geophys. Res. Atmos. 111 

(2006).
 10. Alley, R. B. et al. Holocene climatic instability: a prominent, widespread event 8200 year ago. Geology 25, 483–486 (1997).
 11. Barber, D. C. et al. Forcing of the cold event of 8200 years ago by catastrophic drainage of Laurentide lakes. Nature 400, 344–348 

(1999).
 12. Thomas, E. R. et al. The 8.2ka event from Greenland ice cores. Quat. Sci. Rev. 26, 70–81 (2007).
 13. Morrill, C. et al. Proxy benchmarks for intercomparison of 8.2 ka simulations. Clim. Past. 9, 423–432 (2013).
 14. Morrill, C., LeGrande, A. N., Renssen, H., Bakker, P. & Otto-Bliesner, B. L. Model sensitivity to North Atlantic freshwater forcing 

at 8.2 ka. Clim. Past. 9, 955–968 (2013).
 15. Matero, I. S. O., Gregoire, L. J., Ivanovic, R. F., Tindall, J. C. & Haywood, A. M. The 8.2 ka cooling event caused by Laurentide ice 

saddle collapse. Earth Planet. Sci. Lett. 473, 205–214 (2017).
 16. Morrill, C., Ward, E. M., Wagner, A. J., Otto-Bliesner, B. L. & Rosenbloom, N. Large sensitivity to freshwater forcing location in 

8.2 ka simulations. Paleoceanography 29, 930–945 (2014).
 17. Parker, S. E. et al. A data–model approach to interpreting speleothem oxygen isotope records from monsoon regions. Clim. Past. 

17, 1119–1138 (2021).
 18. Lachniet, M. S. Climatic and environmental controls on speleothem oxygen-isotope values. Quat. Sci. Rev. 28, 412–432 (2009).
 19. Sinha, A. et al. Trends and oscillations in the Indian summer monsoon rainfall over the last two millennia. Nat. Commun. 6, 6309 

(2015).
 20. Cheng, H. et al. Timing and structure of the 8.2 kyr BP event inferred from δ18O records of stalagmites from China, Oman, and 

Brazil. Geology 37, 1007–1010 (2009).
 21. Duan, P. et al. The timing and structure of the 8.2 ka event revealed through high-resolution speleothem records from northwestern 

Madagascar. Quat. Sci. Rev. 268, 107104 (2021).
 22. Peckover, E. N. et al. Coupled stalagmite–Alluvial fan response to the 8.2 ka event and early Holocene palaeoclimate change in 

Greece. Palaeogeogr. Palaeoclimatol. Palaeoecol. 532, 109252 (2019).
 23. Waltgenbach, S. et al. Climate and structure of the 8.2 ka event reconstructed from three speleothems from Germany. Glob. Planet. 

Change 193, 103266 (2020).
 24. Comas-Bru, L. & Harrison, S. P. SISAL: bringing added value to speleothem research. Quaternary 2, 7 (2019).
 25. Atsawawaranunt, K. et al. The SISAL database: a global resource to document oxygen and carbon isotope records from speleothems. 

Earth Syst. Sci. Data 10, 1687–1713 (2018).
 26. Comas-Bru, L. et al. SISALv2: a comprehensive speleothem isotope database with multiple age–depth models. Earth Syst. Sci. Data 

12, 2579–2606 (2020).
 27. Bond, G. et al. A pervasive millennial-scale cycle in North Atlantic Holocene and glacial climates. Science 278, 1257–1266 (1997).
 28. Fisher, T. G., Smith, D. G. & Andrews, J. T. Preboreal oscillation caused by a glacial Lake Agassiz flood. Quat. Sci. Rev. 21, 873–878 

(2002).
 29. Bernal, J. P. et al. High-resolution Holocene South American monsoon history recorded by a speleothem from Botuverá Cave, 

Brazil. Earth Planet. Sci. Lett. 450, 186–196 (2016).
 30. Gregoire, L. J., Payne, A. J. & Valdes, P. J. Deglacial rapid sea level rises caused by ice-sheet saddle collapses. Nature 487, 219–222 

(2012).
 31. Ullman, D. J. et al. Final Laurentide ice-sheet deglaciation and Holocene climate-sea level change. Quat. Sci. Rev. 152, 49–59 (2016).
 32. Kobashi, T. et al. Volcanic influence on centennial to millennial Holocene Greenland temperature change. Sci. Rep. 7, 1–10 (2017).
 33. Liu, Y. H. et al. Links between the East Asian monsoon and North Atlantic climate during the 8200 year event. Nat. Geosci. 6, 

117–120 (2013).
 34. Cheng, H. et al. Timing and structure of the 8.2 kyr B.P. event inferred from δ18O records of stalagmites from China, Oman, and 

Brazil. Geology 37, 1007–1010 (2009).
 35. Liu, Z. & Alexander, M. Atmospheric bridge, oceanic tunnel, and global climatic teleconnections. Rev. Geophys. 45 (2007).
 36. Chiang, J. C., Cheng, W. & Bitz, C. M. Fast teleconnections to the tropical Atlantic sector from Atlantic thermohaline adjustment. 

Geophys. Res. Lett. 35 (2008).
 37. Wang, Y. J. et al. A high-resolution absolute-dated late Pleistocene monsoon record from Hulu Cave, China. Science 294, 2345–2348 

(2001).
 38. Cheng, H. et al. Chinese stalagmite paleoclimate researches: a review and perspective. Sci. China Earth Sci. 62, 1489–1513 (2019).
 39. Owen, R. A. et al. Calcium isotopes in caves as a proxy for aridity: Modern calibration and application to the 8.2 kyr event. Earth 

Planet. Sci. Lett. 443, 129–138 (2016).
 40. Liu, Y. & Hu, C. Quantification of southwest China rainfall during the 8.2 ka BP event with response to North Atlantic cooling. 

Clim. Past. 12, 1583–1590 (2016).
 41. Gingele, F., De Deckker, P. & Norman, M. Late Pleistocene and Holocene climate of SE Australia reconstructed from dust and river 

loads deposited offshore the River Murray Mouth. Earth Planet. Sci. Lett. 255, 257–272 (2007).
 42. Wagner, A. J., Morrill, C., Otto-Bliesner, B. L., Rosenbloom, N. & Watkins, K. R. Model support for forcing of the 8.2 ka event by 

meltwater from the Hudson Bay ice dome. Clim. Dyn. 41, 2855–2873 (2013).
 43. Zhao, Y. & Harrison, S. P. Mid-Holocene monsoons: a multi-model analysis of the inter-hemispheric differences in the responses 

to orbital forcing and ocean feedbacks. Clim. Dyn. 39, 1457–1487 (2012).
 44. D’Agostino, R. et al. Contrasting southern hemisphere monsoon response: MidHolocene orbital forcing versus future greenhouse 

gas-induced global warming. J. Clim. 33, 9595–9613 (2020).
 45. LoDico, J. M., Flower, B. P. & Quinn, T. M. Subcentennial-scale climatic and hydrologic variability in the Gulf of Mexico during 

the early Holocene. Paleoceanography 21 (2006).
 46. Fensterer, C. et al. Millennial-scale climate variability during the last 12.5 ka recorded in a Caribbean speleothem. Earth Planet. 

Sci. Lett. 361, 143–151 (2013).
 47. Affolter, S. et al. Central Europe temperature constrained by speleothem fluid inclusion water isotopes over the past 14,000 years. 

Sci. Adv. 5, eaav3809 (2019).
 48. Ellison, C. R. W., Chapman, M. R. & Hall, I. R. Surface and deep ocean interactions during the cold climate event 8200 years ago. 

Science 312, 1929–1932 (2006).



9

Vol.:(0123456789)

Scientific Reports |        (2022) 12:10542  | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-022-14684-y

www.nature.com/scientificreports/

 49. Farmer, E. J., Chapman, M. R. & Andrews, J. E. Centennial‐scale Holocene North Atlantic surface temperatures from Mg/Ca ratios 
in Globigerina bulloides. Geochem. Geophys. Geosyst. 9 (2008).

 50. Thornalley, D. J. R., Elderfield, H. & McCave, I. N. Holocene oscillations in temperature and salinity of the surface subpolar North 
Atlantic. Nature 457, 711–714 (2009).

 51. Surić, M. et al. Holocene hydroclimate changes in continental Croatia recorded in speleothem δ13C and δ18O from Nova Grgosova 
Cave. Holocene 31, 1401–1416 (2021).

 52. Fohlmeister, J. et al. Bunker Cave stalagmites: an archive for central European Holocene climate variability. Clim. Past. 8, 1751–1764 
(2012).

 53. Fleitmann, D. et al. Holocene forcing of the Indian Monsoon recorded in a stalagmite from southern Oman. Science 300, 1737–1739 
(2003).

 54. Wang, Y. et al. The Holocene Asian monsoon: Links to solar changes and North Atlantic climate. Science 308, 854–857 (2005).
 55. Wanner, H., Solomina, O., Grosjean, M., Ritz, S. P. & Jetel, M. Structure and origin of Holocene cold events. Quat. Sci. Rev. 30, 

3109–3123 (2011).
 56. Wanner, H. & Buetikofer, J. Holocene Bond Cycles: real or imaginary. Geografie 113, 338–349 (2008).
 57. Finné, M., Holmgren, K., Sundqvist, H. S., Weiberg, E. & Lindblom, M. Climate in the eastern Mediterranean, and adjacent regions, 

during the past 6000 years: a review. J. Archaeol. Sci. 38, 3153–3173 (2011).
 58. Burstyn, Y. et al. Speleothems from the Middle East: an example of water limited environments in the SISAL database. Quaternary 

2, 16 (2019).
 59. Ön, Z. B., Greaves, A. M., Akçer-Ön, S. & Özeren, M. S. A Bayesian test for the 4.2 ka BP abrupt climatic change event in southeast 

Europe and southwest Asia using structural time series analysis of paleoclimate data. Clim. Change 165, (2021).
 60. Railsback, L. B. et al. The timing, two-pulsed nature, and variable climatic expression of the 4.2 ka event: a review and new high-

resolution stalagmite data from Namibia. Quat. Sci. Rev. 186, 78–90 (2018).
 61. Bradley, R. S. & Bakke, J. Is there evidence for a 4.2 ka BP event in the northern North Atlantic region?. Clim. Past. 15, 1665–1676 

(2019).
 62. Comas-Bru, L., Atsawawaranunt, K., Harrison, S. P. & SISAL working group members. SISAL (Speleothem Isotopes Synthesis and 

AnaLysis Working group) database version 2.0. https:// doi. org/ 10. 17864/ 1947. 242 (2020).
 63. Zeileis, A., Leisch, F., Hornik, K. & Christian, K. strucchange: An R package for testing for structural change in linear regression 

models. J. Stat. Softw. 7, 1–38 (2002).
 64. Zeileis, A., Kleiber, C., Kraemer, W. & Hornik, K. Testing and dating of structural changes in practice. Comput. Stat. Data Anal. 

44, 109–123 (2003).
 65. Topál, D., Matyasovszky, I., Kern, Z. & Hatvani, I. G. Detecting breakpoints in artificially modified- and real-life time series using 

three state-of-the-art methods. Open Geosci. 8, 78–98 (2016).
 66. R Core Team. R: a language and environment for statistical computing. (2019).
 67. Goldscheider, N. et al. Global distribution of carbonate rocks and karst water resources. Hydrogeol. J. 28, 1661–1677 (2020).
 68. Band, S. et al. High-resolution mid-Holocene Indian Summer Monsoon recorded in a stalagmite from the Kotumsar Cave, Central 

India. Quat. Int. 479, 19–24 (2018).
 69. Boch, R., Spötl, C. & Kramers, J. High-resolution isotope records of early Holocene rapid climate change from two coeval stalag-

mites of Katerloch Cave, Austria. Quat. Sci. Rev. 28, 2527–2538 (2009).
 70. Daley, T. J. et al. The 8200 year BP cold event in stable isotope records from the North Atlantic region. Glob. Planet. Change 79, 

288–302 (2011).
 71. Fleitmann, D. et al. Timing and climatic impact of Greenland interstadials recorded in stalagmites from northern Turkey. Geophys. 

Res. Lett. 36, L19707–L19707 (2009).

Acknowledgements
Sarah E. Parker and Sandy P. Harrison acknowledge funding support from the ERC-funded project GC2.0 (Global 
Change 2.0: Unlocking the past for a clearer future). We thank Carrie Morrill for sharing the 8.2 ka precipitation 
and temperature anomaly data.

Author contributions
The study was designed by S.E.P. with contributions from S.P.H. The manuscript was written by S.E.P. and S.P.H.

Competing interests 
The authors declare no competing interests.

Additional information
Supplementary Information The online version contains supplementary material available at https:// doi. org/ 
10. 1038/ s41598- 022- 14684-y.

Correspondence and requests for materials should be addressed to S.E.P.

Reprints and permissions information is available at www.nature.com/reprints.

Publisher’s note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and 
institutional affiliations.

Open Access  This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or 

format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the 
Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this 
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the 
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not 
permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from 
the copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit http:// creat iveco mmons. org/ licen ses/ by/4. 0/.

© The Author(s) 2022

https://doi.org/10.17864/1947.242
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-022-14684-y
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-022-14684-y
www.nature.com/reprints
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	The timing, duration and magnitude of the 8.2 ka event in global speleothem records
	Results
	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Methods
	Holocene abrupt event detection analysis. 
	8.2 ka anomalies. 

	References
	Acknowledgements


