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Science is our most important asset and knowledge that will get us out of the COVID-19
infection, which is the greatest threat to humanity. Science has been advancing humanity for
centuries, bringing it to brighter days. | think humanity first encountered science when fire
was discovered. After this, while the dizzying speed of science with many developments took
us forward, the supporters of "pseudoscience’, who were against science, did not stand idle
and continued to defame science and scientists. Different tendencies that arise within sci-
ence itself want to take science further back from the point it has reached. At this point, the
most important threats are racism and discrimination.'”

Although the COVID-19 infection continues at its peak today, scientists are trying to save
humanity from this infection at great speed both in the world and in our country. Scientists
have now begun to unravel all the secrets of the disease, and with the drugs-vaccines found,
the disease will hopefully disappear from our world in a short time. While scientists are work-
ing with great effort, the supporters of "pseudoscience" do not stand idle and try to destroy
the hope of humanity with fake data and inappropriate studies violating ethical rules. At
this point, the chance to reach medicine and vaccination is disrupted for our children due to
discrimination.">45

As we mentioned before, one of the most important obstacles to science and scientific devel-
opments is racism and discrimination. Humanity experienced the most important example of
this in the Tuskegee study conducted on patients with syphilis, which began in 1932. African-
American male patients were deprived of all freatment options for nearly 50 years, despite
the fact that a remedy was found for the disease.>#°

During the COVID pandemic, race discrimination has continued. There has been significant
inequality in access to both vaccines and treatment. All pediatricians, physicians and pedi-
atric institutions should have taken an action against this negativity. The first action on this
issue was performed by the Canadian Pediatric Association, because, as all the pediatricians
in the world, we knew that we had to leave a world free from racism, both to humanity and to
our children. This is a task given to us by humanity. We had to create an antiracist research
ecosystem for our children. At this point, all research ethical boards, research planners, and
pediatric researchers should remember the main rules of science once again, and every
datum should be implemented with an anti-racist, egalitarian and discrimination-free logic.
Let's try to review once again the main rules of universal science below.>-*

Science is real and depends only on reality, it is not personal. Science is open to public criti-
cism and can always be tried. In this respect, it is not subjective, it is objective. The scientific
process is completely free from prejudices. When it comes to objectivity in science, it should
be understood that objective facts and cases should be reflected as they are, not as desired.
In a scientific study, the tendency to pretend that the result did not happen with false and
made-up data is diametrically opposite to the basic principles of science. There is no place
for dogma in science, being scientific requires being open to self-criticism from a critical
point of view. Scientific work has gone through many tests for centuries, and its values have
not been denied."?

Science arises from vital needs and observation: It realizes an increase in information pro-
duction activities, which arise from inquiries about knowing the sources of human basic
needs. Science is generalizing. Although the facts develop everywhere according to their
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own conditions, they occur within the general rules. Science is
universal. Science has to be known by the broad masses. Since
science is directly related to life, it is for everyone as well as for
life itself, that is, it concerns everyone in life. Science knows no
borders and is all anti-racist. It is free from discrimination. It
takes diversity, equity and inclusion as its main guide.™

Science is selective. The selectivity of science depends on which
of the observations is tested by means of a hypothesis. Once
the purpose of the research has been determined, the scientist
has no right fo change the direction of the research or to direct
it in the direction he wants, unless there is a major setback in
the research method during the research. It is incompatible
with the scientific method and unscientific to make the desired
results and inferences instead of understanding and explaining
what is happening. Therefore, the scientist should work inde-
pendently and authentically. Science is based on logical prin-
ciples. Science is predictive. Science makes predictions about
the future based on the knowledge and results obtained from
historical, social and natural events in the past, and taking into
account the conditions of the day. All they do is for the unlim-
ited good of humanity. Science demands freedom. Science
research should be conducted in a free environment, scientists
should be able to research on any subject that interests them,
and these results should be shared with humanity in equity,
away from all discrimination.*®

We have devoted the editorial in this issue of “Turkish Archives
of Pediatrics” to reminding the scientific method and anti-racist
initiatives. Even in the book of Olcay Neyzi, one of the founders
of pediatrics in our country, who we lost in February 2022, racist
afttempts are mentioned. Humanity will one day live with happy
children in the world with an indiscriminate perspective and we

will live as happy Pediatricians. “We believe that scientists and
pediatricians who believe in science and science equality and
who are far from discrimination will win this war on earth, the
light of science will brightly illuminate the whole earth and our
children.'?-51°
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