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ABSTRACT: An efficient way to synthesize α-FeOOH from
pickling wastewater in a falling film tower was proposed for the
first time. This method overcomes the shortcomings of the
traditional air oxidation method, and its production efficiency is
increased by 16 times. The purity of α-FeOOH synthesized from
pickling wastewater can reach 96.3%, and the iron recovery rate is
greater than 90%. At the same time, we have systematically studied
its kinetics in the falling film tower. The reaction rate constant k at
different temperatures was also determined with the activation
energy Ea = 32.2497 kJ/mol and the pre-exponential A = 47.4132
s−1. In addition, based on the double-film theory, a corresponding
macrokinetic model was established. Also, the Hatta number in the
reaction system was obtained, which proved the excellent gas−
liquid mass transfer performance in the falling film tower. This work provides a promising method for the efficient production of α-
FeOOH and the recycling of pickling wastewater.

1. INTRODUCTION
α-FeOOH nanoparticles have attracted much attention due to
their special properties, such as optical properties, corrosion
resistance, and biocompatibility.1−4 It is suitable for the field of
anticorrosion, adsorption, catalysis, and biomedicine.5−8

Meanwhile, α-FeOOH is also an important intermediate
product to synthesize α-Fe2O3, Fe3O4, and magnetic
materials.9,10 Amani-Ghadim et al.11 synthesized α-FeOOH
nanoparticles for photocatalytic decomposition of azo dyes,
and Zhang et al.12 combined air oxidation with bipolar
membrane electrodialysis to prepare α-FeOOH with a highly
improved oxidation efficiency. The batch air oxidation method
is commonly used in the industry to synthesize α-FeOOH,
which usually requires continuous ventilation for more than 24
h.12,13 This method suffers from the shortcomings of high
energy consumption, long reaction period, and low yield. The
reaction equation for the synthesis of α-FeOOH is shown in eq
1, which is a multiphase reaction. The mass transfer process is
very complicated and plays an important role in the reaction.

+ +

→ +

+

+

4Fe (aq) 6H O(l) O (g)

4FeOOH(s) 8H (aq)

2
2 2

(1)

Therefore, we proposed a falling film tower to improve the
gas−liquid mass transfer efficiency, and a pure oxygen
atmosphere was used to promote the oxidation reaction
efficiency. The falling film tower is a commonly used gas−
liquid reaction device. The liquid phase flows slowly down the
surface of the tower wall in the form of a thin liquid film under

the action of gravity and makes contact with the gas phase to
react. The schematic diagram of the falling film tower device is
shown in Figure 1. The device includes a falling film tower as
the main reaction zone. A liquid distributor is installed on the
top of the falling film tower to ensure uniform distribution of
liquid along the wall of the tower. There is no extra structure in
the middle of the falling film tower, which can ensure the even
distribution of gas. The inner diameter of the falling film tower
is 12 mm, the height is 1000 mm, and it has an insulation
jacket to ensure the stable reaction temperature of the tower
wall. The peristaltic pump can transport the reaction liquid to
the top of the tower, and an oxygen cylinder provides a source
of oxygen. The gas valve can control each gas path, and the lye
storage tank is used to control the pH of the reaction solution.
The red line in the figure is the circulation path of the reaction
solution, and the blue line is the circulation path of insulated
water. The falling film tower has attracted extensive attention
due to its characteristics of small temperature difference and
high mass transfer efficiency.14,15 In addition, there are no
moving parts inside; the structure is simple and not easy to
block,16 thus avoiding the shortcomings of the packed tower,
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such as large gas−liquid resistance and gas−liquid inter-
ception.17,18 At present, there are few studies on the synthesis
kinetics of α-FeOOH and even less on the macrokinetics
considering the influence of mass transfer. Domingo et al.19

studied the oxidation kinetics of different iron oxides. Legg et
al.20 studied the microscopic nucleation process of iron
oxyhydroxide nanoparticles. Therefore, it is very essential to
carry out research on the kinetics of the synthesis of α-
FeOOH.21,22 How to improve the mass transfer efficiency is
the key point to improve production efficiency.23,24 In this
study, the macrokinetics in the falling film tower system was
investigated to better understand the effect of high mass
transfer efficiency on the reaction rate.
The pickling wastewater is produced during the pickling

process of steel; it has strong acidity and contains around 60−
250 g/L of Fe2+.25,26 The Fe2+ of pickling wastewater is
generated by the reaction of acid and steel during the pickling
process, and the pH range of the pickling wastewater is around
1−2. It will cause severe environmental pollution and waste of
resources if not treated appropriately. Millions of tons of
pickling wastewater are generated every year, and the most
commonly used method for industrial treatment of pickling
wastewater is the neutralization method, which will cause huge
consumption and secondary pollutants.27,28 More attention has
been paid to the recovery and utilization of acid pickling
wastewater, such as recovery of HCl by membrane
distillation.29,30 In order to recycle wastewater and obtain
valuable products, we have newly developed a method to
synthesize α-FeOOH from pickling wastewater in the falling
film tower. In this way, the resourceful and harmless treatment
of the acid pickling wastewater was fully realized with higher
efficiency and lower cost. This research is of great significance
for the reasonable recycling of pickling wastewater and
improving the production efficiency of α-FeOOH.

2. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
2.1. Experimental Results and Characterization. First,

we studied the conditions for the synthesis of α-FeOOH by
batch air oxidation to ensure that the conditions are applicable
to the falling film tower system. The batch air oxidation mainly
uses ferrous salt solution as the raw material, and the oxidation
reaction is carried out by blowing air into a kettle reactor (the
air oxidation reaction device can be seen in the Supporting
Information). During the reaction process, the pH value of the

reaction solution needs to be adjusted within a certain range to
ensure the purity of the product. We optimized the batch air
oxidation and got the best conditions as temperature 80 °C,
stirring speed 400 rpm, and air flow rate 2 L/min. Then, under
these conditions, the effect of pH on the reaction was explored.
The purified pickling water was mixed with distilled water to
adjust its ferrous concentration to 0.5 mol/L. The pH of the
purified pickling water is around 2−3; alkali was added to
adjust the initial pH to 5. During the reaction process, no alkali
was added to observe the pH value of the solution changes
over time. It can be seen from Figure 2 that the pH of solution

continues to decrease as the reaction proceeds and finally
stabilizes at around 2.1. Figure 2 also describes the change of
the conversion fraction of ferrous iron with time, indicating
that the reaction rate slows down as the pH value decreases
and finally stops gradually. This is because H+ is generated
during the reaction. The ferrous iron content in the solution is
titrated by K2Cr2O7.
Figure 3 shows the XRD patterns of synthesized products in

different pH ranges. Figure 3a is the XRD pattern of products
synthesized with a pH value controlled between 4 and 5, which
is consistent with the standard PDF card of α-FeOOH. It can
be concluded from Figure 3b-B that amorphous miscellaneous
crystals without obvious characteristic peaks are easily formed
between pH 5−6, such as ferrihydrite. In the pH range of 6−8,
it can be seen from Figure 3b-A that mixed crystals dominated
by maghemite are formed. The pH value has a significant
impact on the synthesis of α-FeOOH; the reaction rate is faster
under higher pH conditions, and the products are very
different in different pH ranges. Therefore, it is necessary to
maintain the pH within a stable range; the following
experiments are controlled in an optimal pH range of 4−5.
We explored the reaction efficiency of three different

reaction systems, namely, batch air oxidation, tower counter
flow, and tower oxygen atmosphere. The batch air oxidation
method is the same as much as the industrial one, using the
agitated aeration reaction in the kettle. Tower counter flow and
tower oxygen atmosphere are both carried out in the same
falling film tower. The tower counter flow uses an air pump to
blow air from the bottom of the tower, and the liquid phase
flows down from the top of the tower as a falling film; the gas−
liquid phase react by countercurrent contact. The tower
oxygen atmosphere adopts a pure oxygen atmosphere in a
closed system; the gas phase is static and the liquid phase flows
down from the top of the tower as a falling film, that is, the
tower oxygen atmosphere has a higher oxygen concentration.

Figure 1. Diagram of falling film tower reaction device: (1) falling film
tower; (2) differential pressure gauge; (3) oxygen cylinder; (4)
vacuum pump; (5) preheating device; (6) thermostatic sink; (7)
peristaltic pump; (8) three-way valve; (9) lye tank.

Figure 2. Change of the pH value with time without adding alkali.
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The difference between the two is the gas−liquid contact
mode and the concentration of oxygen. Figure 4a reflects the
reaction efficiency of three different reaction systems. The
batch air oxidation only reacted 18.8% in 3 h, while the tower
counter flow can reach a yield of 63.2%, and the tower oxygen
atmosphere only needs 1.5 h to complete the reaction. Based
on the advantages of the falling film tower, the tower oxygen
atmosphere increases the reaction efficiency several times,
which greatly eliminates the shortcomings of the air oxidation
method. This is because the traditional air oxidation method
has a very limited gas−liquid contact area and the
inhomogeneity of heterogeneous reaction. In particular, the
formation of solid products further reduces the effect of
stirring, and the aggregation of solid products hinders gas−

liquid contact. All these have led to its low gas−liquid mass
transfer efficiency and reaction rate. Due to the amplification
effect in the industry, industrial production usually takes 40−
50 h to complete a batch of the reaction. Compared to batch
air oxidation, the falling film tower has a larger gas−liquid
contact area, and the reaction liquid has the same probability
of contact with the gas phase in the falling film tower.
Especially, in the pure oxygen atmosphere, the mass transfer
resistance is greatly reduced, so the reaction efficiency in the
falling film tower is greatly improved. Based on the above
experimental phenomena, we believe that the oxidation of
Fe(II) to Fe(III) is the rate-limiting step because increasing
the oxygen concentration can lead to a significant increase in
the reaction rate. If the conversion of Fe(III) (aq) to FeOOH

Figure 3. XRD patterns of products generated in different pH ranges: (a) pH range 4−5; (b-A) pH range 6−8 and (b-B) pH range 5−6.

Figure 4. Effect of reaction conditions on the reaction rate: (a) comparison of reaction rates in different reaction systems; (b) initial concentration
of the reaction solution; (c) temperature; (d) liquid flow rate.
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(s) is the rate-limiting step, the effect of increasing temperature
on increasing the reaction rate should be significantly greater
than increasing the oxygen concentration.
Then, we studied the influence of temperature, concen-

tration, and flow rate on the reaction under tower oxygen
atmosphere. Figure 4d shows the effect of the liquid flow rate
on the reaction rate. The results show that when the liquid
flow rate exceeds 200 mL/min, the liquid flow rate is no longer
a factor limiting the reaction rate, and its influence can be
ignored. In the subsequent reactions, the liquid flow rate used
was 200 mL/min. It can be clearly seen from Figure 4c that the
higher the temperature, the faster the reaction rate. However,
when the temperature exceeds 80 °C, the reaction rate does
not increase significantly. In order to reduce energy
consumption, the optimal reaction temperature is 80 °C.
Figure 4b indicates the time required to complete the reaction
at different concentration gradients. Under the optimal
temperature and liquid flow rate, the reaction with an initial
concentration of 1 mol/L can be completed in only 3 h, and
the concentration of 0.25 mol/L only needs 60 min.
After repeated experiments to optimize the reaction

conditions, the production efficiency of the tower oxygen
atmosphere is at least 4 times higher than that of tower counter
flow and at least 16 times that of the traditional batch air
oxidation method. This method provides an efficient way for
the production of α-FeOOH. The energy consumption and
cost of the oxygen atmosphere are greatly reduced compared
with the air oxidation method, which is more economical and
environmentally friendly. The production efficiency of the
three reaction systems are listed in Table 1.

The crystal structures of α-FeOOH were characterized by
XRD. The XRD patterns are provided in Figure 5. All the
characteristic peaks at around 17.796, 21.223, 26.322, 33.241,
36.649, 41.186, 53.237, and 59.023° matched well with the

(020), (110), (120), (130), (111), (140), (221), and (151)
diffraction crystal planes of standard α-FeOOH (PDF 29-
0713), respectively, indicating the high purity and crystallinity
of α-FeOOH.
In Figure 5a is the XRD pattern of α-FeOOH synthesized

from ferrous sulfate, and Figure 5b is the XRD pattern of α-
FeOOH synthesized from purified pickling wastewater. Both of
them were synthesized under optimal conditions in the falling
film tower. By comparing the XRD patterns of α-FeOOH
synthesized from ferrous sulfate and purified pickling waste-
water, the position and intensity ratio of the characteristic
peaks of the two are basically the same, which is consistent
with the standard PDF card of α-FeOOH. The content of α-
FeOOH was detected by atomic absorption spectroscopy
(AAS), and the purity of α-FeOOH obtained from purified
pickling wastewater can reach 96.3%. The results show that the
purified pickling wastewater has no effect on the reaction
products, and the iron recovery rate in the whole process is
greater than 90%, so this process can be used as an effective
method for the synthesis of α-FeOOH from the pickling
wastewater.
Figure 6 illustrates typical transmission electron microscopy

(TEM) images of the α-FeOOH crystals. The α-FeOOH

crystals synthesized from purified pickling wastewater are not
much different from the α-FeOOH crystals synthesized from
ferrous sulfate, both of which show acicular particles. Figure
6a−c shows that the acicular crystals tend to clump together to
form agglomerates. An acicular crystal with good morphology
can be seen in Figure 6b−d. According to statistics, the particle
diameter distribution is 40−120 nm, the length ranges from
400 to 1000 nm, and the aspect ratio varies from 7:1 to 11:1.
The diameter distribution of α-FeOOH crystals is shown in
Figure 7.

2.2. Intrinsic Kinetics. The kinetic experimental part used
pure FeSO4 solution to ensure the accuracy of the kinetic data.

Table 1. Comparison of α-FeOOH Production Efficiency in
Different Reaction Systems

reaction systems
concentration
(mol/L)

reaction time
(h)

yield
(%)

batch air oxidation 0.5 24 85.2
tower counter flow 0.5 6 99.9
tower oxygen
atmosphere

1.0 3 99.9

Figure 5. XRD patterns of α-FeOOH: (a) synthesized from ferrous
sulfate; (b) synthesized from purified pickling wastewater.

Figure 6. TEM images of α-FeOOH crystals: (a,b) α-FeOOH crystals
synthesized from ferrous sulfate; (c,d) α-FeOOH crystals synthesized
from purified pickling wastewater.
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Because the reaction rate is greatly affected by the pH value,
the reaction pH value is controlled at around 4.6. The kinetic
reaction temperature was 323−353 K, the system pressure was
1 atm, the solution concentration was 0.1 mol/L, and the
liquid flow rate was 12 L/h. The precision differential pressure
gauge was connected to detect the reaction rate at different
temperatures through the change of oxygen pressure. The
initial pressure of oxygen in the reaction system was 101.67
kPa, and the pressure at the end of the reaction was only
decreased by 1.58 kPa, which accounted for less than 2% of the
total pressure. The change in oxygen pressure is negligible to
the total oxygen pressure, and the total oxygen pressure can be
regarded as the standard atmospheric pressure. The reaction
equation is as follows

+ +

→ +

+

+

4Fe (aq) 6H O(l) O (g)

4FeOOH(s) 8H (aq)

2
2 2

(2)

The kinetic model can be expressed as eq 3

= α β
+r kp cO Fe2

2 (3)

Constant volume, constant temperature, and closed reaction
system are adopted in this experiment. The reaction system is a
pure oxygen atmosphere, the oxygen in the gas phase is greatly
excessive, and the change of oxygen pressure during the
reaction is negligible. Therefore, it is assumed that the reaction
is zero order for oxygen pressure. Domingo et al. have studied
the oxidation reaction of iron oxide as a first-order reaction.19

Accordingly, assuming that Fe(II) has pseudo-first-order
kinetic characteristics, the reaction rate expression is simplified
as follows

− = +
c
t

kc
d
d Fe2

(4)

− =
c

c k t
1

d d
(5)

Take the logarithm of the eq 5 to get eq 6

= − +c kt Cln (6)

During the reaction, oxygen and Fe2+ are consumed in a
certain stoichiometric ratio. In a closed system, according to
the law of conservation of mass and the equation of state of
ideal gas, the change in the oxygen content and Fe2+

concentration can be obtained. The experiment proved that
this method has good correlation. It can be seen from Figure 8

that ln c−t showed a good linear relationship at different
temperatures, and the fitting degree increases with the increase
of temperature. The linear fitting degree R2 at 353 K can reach
more than 0.999, which can prove that the reaction is a
pseudo-first-order kinetic characteristic of Fe2+ concentration,
and the assumptions made earlier are valid. The reaction rate
constant k at different temperatures can be obtained from the
slope of the straight line in Figure 8. The results are listed in
Table 2. The unit of t in the kinetic equations is min−1.

The activation energy Ea and pre-exponential factor A of the
reaction can be calculated according to the Arrhenius equation,
as shown in eqs 7 and 8. By plotting ln k and 1/T at different
temperatures, the activation energy Ea = 32.2497 kJ/mol and
pre-exponential factor A = 47.4132 s−1 can be obtained from
the linear equation. The relationship between ln k and 1/T is
shown in Figure 9.

= −k A e E RT/a (7)

= −k A
E

RT
ln ln a

(8)

2.3. Macrokinetics. On the basis of previous studies, some
hydrodynamic parameters in the falling film tower such as the
falling film thickness, Reynolds number, and diffusion
coefficient were studied. The falling film thickness can be
studied by Nusselt condensation theory.31 Nusselt was the first
one to consider the hydrodynamics associated with laminar
falling films and presented eq 9 for falling film thickness

δ
μ

=
πρ

V
dg

3
L

L
1/3i

k
jjjjj

y
{
zzzzz (9)

where ρ is the liquid density, d is the inner diameter of the
falling film tower, μ is the liquid viscosity, VL is the liquid
volume flow, and v is the liquid flow rate.
The Re number in the falling film tower is shown as eq 10

Figure 7. Diameter distribution of α-FeOOH crystals. Figure 8. ln c−t relationship diagram at various temperatures.

Table 2. Kinetic Equations and Reaction Rate Constant k at
Different Temperatures

temperature
(K) kinetic equations

reaction rate constant
k (s−1)

323 ln c = −0.0178t − 2.0794 2.9617 × 10−4

333 ln c = −0.0239t − 2.0794 3.9833 × 10−4

343 ln c = −0.0348t − 2.0794 5.8000 × 10−4

353 ln c = −0.0488t − 2.0794 8.1333 × 10−4
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ρ
μ

ρ
= =

μπ
Re

vd V
d

4 L

(10)

It was found that the Reynolds numbers at different
temperatures are between 261 and 408, which are all less
than 2000. The results show that all the falling film flows under
experimental conditions behaved as laminar flow. The viscosity
of the liquid was measured by a DV3T rheometer, and the
density of the reaction solution was measured by a liquid
density meter. The results are shown in Figure 10.

Figure 11 illustrates the change in liquid film thickness and
Reynolds number with temperature; the film thickness δ is
between 0.238 and 0.276 mm, which changed regularly within

a reasonable range. Because the viscosity of the liquid
decreases with increasing temperature, the Reynolds number
gradually increases as the temperature rises, while the thickness
of the liquid film decreases slightly as the temperature rises.
Since the gas phase of the reaction system is pure oxygen,

there is no gas phase resistance in the diffusion of pure gas
components, and oxygen is a poorly soluble gas, so the liquid
film resistance is much larger than the gas film resistance.
Therefore, the gas film resistance can be ignored. For the first-
order irreversible reaction, the intrinsic reaction rate eq 11 and
mass transfer reaction eq 12 are as follows

=r kcA (11)

∂
∂

=
∂
∂

+D
c

z
c
t

kcA

2
A
2

A
A

i
k
jjjjj

y
{
zzzzz (12)

Equations 11 and 12 are analyzed by the double-film model.
After introducing steady-state conditions and boundary
conditions of liquid film, the macroscopic rate of gas−liquid
reaction under the double-film model is as eq 13

= −R k c
c

chHa
Ha

thHaA l Ai
Ali

k
jjj

y
{
zzz (13)

Ha is the Hatta number, which is the basis for judging the
relative speed of the intrinsic reaction rate and mass transfer
rate. It is defined as the ratio of the possible maximum reaction
rate in the film to the possible maximum mass transfer rate in
the film. It is an important parameter in the macrokinetics of
the gas−liquid reaction. For the first-order irreversible
reaction, the Hatta number can be expressed as eq 14

=Ha
kD
k

L

L (14)

where kL is the liquid phase mass transfer coefficient and DL is
the liquid phase diffusion coefficient.
According to the double-film theory, the liquid phase mass

transfer coefficient kL can be obtained using eq 15

δ
=k

D
L

L
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The liquid phase diffusion coefficient DL is calculated
according to Wilke−Chang (1955) empirical estimation using
eq 16:
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(16)

whereMB is the molar mass of solvent, μB is the viscosity of the
solvent, VA is the molar volume of the solute oxygen at its
standard boiling point temperature, and ϕ is the dimensionless
association factor of water.
The Reynolds number in the experiment is less than 2000,

which indicates that the flow state of the liquid phase is laminar
flow. The liquid film can remain relatively static, which
conforms to the conditions of the double-film theory and the
above equations. The macrokinetic data at different temper-
atures are shown in Table 3.
The Hatta number obtained in this reaction system

fluctuates slightly between 0.072 and 0.080, which is less
than 0.3. It can be proved that under this reaction condition,
the gas−liquid reaction is a slow reaction, and the mass transfer

Figure 9. Relationship between ln k and 1/T.

Figure 10. Density and viscosity of the reaction solution at different
temperatures.

Figure 11. Reynolds number and liquid film thickness at different
temperatures.
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rate is faster than the reaction rate. The reaction is mainly
carried out in the main body of the liquid phase, and the
oxidation process of Fe(II) to Fe(III) is the rate-limiting step.
It also proves that the falling film tower has excellent gas−
liquid mass transfer performance and accelerates the gas−
liquid mass transfer efficiency in a multiphase reaction.
Through the study of kinetics, especially the study of
macrokinetics, we have a further understanding of improving
the reaction efficiency of α-FeOOH. For example, enlarging
the diameter of the falling film tower and tilting the wall of
tower appropriately can reduce the Ha number, indicating that
these adjustments are beneficial to enhance the mass transfer
process of the falling film tower. It is also possible to make the
tower wall similar to the corrugation of the inner wall of the
spherical condenser, which can be tried in future experiments.
Alternatively, we can increase the gas−liquid contact area by
adding parallel tubes in the falling film tower, which will greatly
improve the reaction efficiency.

3. CONCLUSIONS
In conclusion, the process for synthesizing α-FeOOH in a
falling film tower with pickling wastewater as a raw material
was established. The α-FeOOH crystals synthesized from
purified pickling wastewater have good purity and morphology,
the purity of α-FeOOH can reach 96.3%, and the iron recovery
rate is greater than 90%. Moreover, the intrinsic and
macrokinetics were systematically investigated for the first
time. For the total reaction rate, the rate-limiting step is the
mass transfer process, and for the intrinsic reaction kinetics,
the rate-limiting step is the oxidation of Fe(II) to Fe(III). The
reaction rate constant k at different temperatures was
determined with the activation energy Ea = 32.2497 kJ/mol
and the pre-exponential A = 47.4132 s−1. Based on the double-
film model, the Reynolds number, liquid film thickness δ,
liquid mass transfer coefficient kL, and Hatta number at
different temperatures were obtained. As a result, the Ha
number of the reaction system at different temperatures is
always lower than 0.3. It also proved the excellent gas−liquid
mass transfer performance in the falling film tower, which
greatly eliminates the limitation of the mass transfer process.
Therefore, the production efficiency of this method using the
falling film tower is 16 times higher than that of the traditional
manufacturing process. The synthesis of α-FeOOH in the
falling film tower from pickling wastewater is of great
significance for improving the production efficiency of α-
FeOOH and the reclamation of pickling wastewater.

4. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
4.1. Materials. Ferrous sulfate heptahydrate (AR grade),

sodium hydroxide (AR grade), and polyacrylamide (AR grade)
were provided by Sinopharm Chemical Reagent Co., Ltd. Acid
pickling wastewater (industrial waste) was provided by a steel
enterprise in Zhejiang, and pure oxygen (>99.5%) was
provided by Wuhan Siyu Gas Co., Ltd.
4.2. Characterization. The X-ray diffraction (XRD) of the

samples was performed on a Bruker-D8 ADVANCE X-ray

diffractometer with Cu Kα radiation (40 kV and 36 mA), 2θ
rotation range 10−80°. TEM measurements were taken on a
JEM-1400 Plus electron microscope (JEOL, Japan) with an
acceleration voltage of 120 kV. The metal compositions of the
pickling wastewater and the purified solution were determined
by inductively coupled plasma-optical emission spectroscopy
(Prodigy 7, Lehman-Leibers, USA) in the wavelength range
165−1100 nm continuous wavelength coverage. The AAS was
taken on a CONTRAA-700 (Jena Analytical Instruments AG,
Germany) in the wavelength range 185−900 nm. The viscosity
of the liquid was measured by a DV3T rheometer (Brookfield
Company, USA).

4.3. Synthesis Process. The acid pickling wastewater
requires neutralization, filtration, sedimentation, and other
purification processes to obtain the purified ferrous solution.
First, 10 g of iron scraps was added to 500 mL of pickling
wastewater to neutralize the residual acid. At the same time,
the Fe3+ in the solution was reduced to Fe2+. The reaction
solution was heated and boiled until no gas was generated and
then filtered to a clear solution. NaOH solution was added to
the solution to adjust the pH to around 5.6, and most of the
impurity metal ions such as Al3+, Cu2+, Cr3+, and so forth
settled in the form of precipitation. Then, a small amount of
polyacrylamide was added as the flocculant to adsorb other
impurities, and the purified ferrous solution was obtained by
filtration. The concentration of ferrous ion in the purified
solution is 119.06 g/L. The contents of impurity ions in the
solution before and after purified are detailed in the Supporting
Information (Tables S1 and S2).
Then, 0.5 mol/L ferrous solution was mixed with the seed

crystal solution in a volume ratio of 3:1 (see Supporting
Information for seed crystal preparation) and then added to
the reaction vessel. After the reaction system was sealed, it was
evacuated and replaced with pure oxygen 3 times to make the
system a pure oxygen atmosphere. Then, the reaction solution
circulated in the falling film tower and made contact with
oxygen to react. During the reaction, a PHS-3C pH meter
(Shanghai Yidian Scientific Instrument Co., Ltd.) was used to
detect the pH of the reaction solution, and the pH of the
solution was controlled between 4 and 5 by adding NaOH
solution dropwise. After the reaction was complete, the
suspension was filtered to obtain a yellow solid powder, the
α-FeOOH products were obtained after drying at 80 °C for 3
h. The initial pressure of oxygen in the reaction system was
101.67 kPa, and the pressure at the end of the reaction was
only decreased by 1.58 kPa, which accounted for less than 2%
of the total pressure. The change in oxygen pressure is
negligible and can be regarded as standard atmospheric
pressure. Since the consumption of oxygen is extremely low,
a sealed pure oxygen atmosphere was used to replace oxygen
countercurrent contact when designing the reaction system,
thereby greatly reducing the cost.

Table 3. Macrokinetic Data at Different Temperatures

kinetic parameters 323 K 333 K 343 K 353 K

DL (m
2/s) 4.264 × 10−9 5.126 × 10−9 6.097 × 10−9 7.153 × 10−9

kL (m/s) 1.545 × 10−5 1.956 × 10−5 2.439 × 10−5 3.006 × 10−5

Ha 0.072 0.073 0.077 0.080
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■ NOMENCLATURE
A pre-exponential (s−1)
c concentration (mol/L)
d tower diameter (m)
DL liquid diffusion coefficient (m2/s)
Ea activation energy (kJ/mol)
g acceleration of gravity (9.81 m/s2)
Ha Hatta number
k reaction rate constant (s−1)
kL liquid mass transfer coefficient (m/s)
R molar gas constant (8.314 J·mol−1·K−1)
Re Reynolds number
t time (min−1 or s−1)
T temperature (K)
VL liquid volume flow (m3/s)
ρ density (kg/m3)

δ liquid film thickness (mm)
μ liquid viscosity (Pa·s or cPa)
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