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Abstract

Background: Discussion about dietary factors in relation to behavioral problems in children and adolescents
has been going on for a long time.

Objective: The aim of this study was to investigate the cross-sectional relation between diet and self-reported
behavioral problems at school in adolescents in the southern part of Norway.

Design: In total, 475 ninth- and tenth-grade students (236 boys and 239 girls) out of 625 eligible students from
four different secondary schools in three different communities in Vest-Agder County, Norway, participated,
giving a participation rate of 77%. The students filled in a questionnaire with food frequency questions
of selected healthy (e.g. fruits, vegetables, and fish) and unhealthy (e.g. sweets, sugar-sweetened beverages,
and crisps) food items, questions of meal frequency, and four questions regarding behavioral problems at
school.

Results: Having breakfast regularly was significantly associated with decreased odds of behavioral problems
(OR: 0.29 (0.15—0.55), p <0.001). A high intake of unhealthy foods, such as sugar-sweetened soft drinks
(OR: 2.8 (1.06 —7.42), p =0.03) and sweets (OR: 2.63 (1.39 —4.98), p =0.003), was significantly associated
with increased odds of behavioral problems. At the same time, a high intake of fruits was associated with
decreased odds of behavioral problems in Norwegian adolescents (OR: 0.30 (0.10 —0.87), p =0.03). All ORs
are adjusted for sex and BML.

Conclusions: This study shows that having an optimal diet and not skipping meals are associated with
decreased odds of behavioral problems at school in Norwegian adolescents. Hence, it is important to improve
the dietary intake and meal pattern of Norwegian adolescents. The cross-sectional design of this study limits
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any causal interpretations of the results of the study.
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discussion about how dietary factors affect
Aadolescents’ behavior, especially in relation to

hyperactivity and behavioral problems (1, 2), has
been going on for a long time. Balanced nutrition is
important during childhood and adolescence, which
are periods of growth, development of body functions,
and social cognitive ability (3). Behavioral and social
skills achieved in childhood may determine the person’s
ability to cope with the many demands of modern society
(4). Increased availability of processed food, rich in sugar
and fat, has led to its increased intake by children and
adolescents (5). A diet high in sugar may lead to massive
secretion of insulin, resulting in hypoglycemia (3, 6).
This stimulates an increase in epinephrine, leading to
activation of nervous reactions and may lead to hyper-
activity disorder behaviors (3, 6). Recent results from the
ALSPAC study, where food patterns were identified after

principal components analyses, show that children eating
a diet high in junk food, e.g., high-fat processed foods
(burgers) and snack food (crisps and sweets), in early
childhood were more likely to be hyperactive at age 7 (2).
However, there is still controversy regarding the associa-
tion between sugar and hyperactivity, and Kim and
Chang found no association between sugar intake and
behavior (3). Another dietary trend among adolescents is
skipping meals (7, 8), and some studies found that
skipping breakfast may be related to mental distress (9),
which may lead to behavioral problems. Behavior at
school is specifically important, as this is the place for
learning and student behavior affects learning and the
social environment at school. Little is known about the
relation between diet and behavior at school in Norwe-
gian adolescents. Given the poor nutritional habits (10) in
adolescents in Norway, we wanted to examine the link
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between self-reported meal patterns, food intake, and
behavioral problems at school in Norwegian adolescents.
Behavioral problems at school range from shouting to
having to leave the classroom because of bullying.

Methods

Subjects

This study is part of the ‘School Achievement Study’
conducted by the University of Agder and Serlandet
Resource Centre. In 2010, 625 ninth- and tenth-grade
students, from four different secondary schools in
three different municipalities in Vest-Agder County,
were invited to participate by filling in a questionnaire.
Of these, 482 students returned the questionnaires giving
a participation rate of 77%, and 475 students were
included in the statistical analysis—236 boys and 239
girls. Seven questionnaires were excluded because of
many shortcomings or incorrect completion. The mean
age for both genders was 14.6.

Procedure

This study was conducted in January 2010. The best
suited participant schools in the county, representing
both urban and rural municipalities, were selected by
Serlandet Resource Centre. Serlandet Resource Centre
contacted the principals at the different schools for
their participation. All four schools that were contacted
agreed to participate—two schools from the main city
(Kristiansand) in the county and one secondary school
each from the two rural municipalities were included. The
students filled in the questionnaire during a school lesson
in the presence of a master student and a project worker.
Before the questionnaires were handed out, the partici-
pants were informed that their responses would be treated
as anonymous and that it was voluntary to participate.
The students were given both oral and written instruc-
tions on how to fill in the questionnaire. The project
worker helped the students with any questions. After
filling out the questionnaire, the students returned it to
the project worker in a sealed envelope.

Instruments

The questionnaire included questions about how students
behave in school and their dietary intake and meal
frequencies. To measure the students’ behavioral problem
at school, we adopted items from Roland (11) and
developed a four-item, self-reported questionnaire. The
four items were, ‘Do you make so much noise in class that
the teachers yell at you?’, ‘Are you expelled from class
because you make too much noise?’, ‘Does your teacher
write down your name because of bad behavior?’, and
‘Do you disturb the class to such an extent that other
students in your class can’t pay attention?’ All questions
had five response categories, ‘Never’, ‘Seldom’, ‘Some-

times’, ‘Often’, and “Very often’ (range: 1-5). A sum
score of these questions was made (range: 4-20) with a
high number indicating more problems. This sum score
was dichotomized into those not having (score: 4-11)
and those having behavioral problems at school (score:
12-20). In this study, the Cronbach’s o for the scale
behavioral problems at school was 0.85, indicating high
reliability.

Diet was assessed by a food frequency questionnaire
comprising 23 components, both food items and drinks.
The questions had eight different response alternatives,
ranging from never or seldom to four times or more per
day for food items and seven glasses or more per day for
beverages. The questionnaire had been validated in a
national dietary study among Norwegian children and
adolescents (12). The response alternatives were dichot-
omized into having food often or seldom. Having fruits
and vegetables (F&V) twice a day or more often was
categorized as often. Having fish one-three times per
week or more was categorized as often. Having candies,
chocolate, and savory snacks four—six times per week or
more often was categorized as often. The quantity of
intake was not asked for. In the analysis, the food items
were segregated between healthy and unhealthy food
items. Healthy food items included vegetables, fruits, and
fish. Unhealthy food items included sugar-sweetened soft
drinks, sweets, chocolate, savory snacks, pizza, and
burger or hot dogs. Meal frequency was assessed by
questions like, ‘How often do you have breakfast each
week?” The same was asked for lunch, dinner, and evening
meals. Response alternatives ranged from never or
seldom to seven days a week, and in the statistical
analysis these were dichotomized into having meals five
times a week or less and having meals six times a week or
more, as done by Overby et al. (13).

Definitions

Self-reported weight and height were used to calculate
BMI (kg/m?). To estimate the prevalence of overweight,
the international cutoff points for BMI for overweight
were used (14).

Data analysis

In Table 1, the results are presented with means and
standard deviations (SD) and percentage of participants.
Statistical analyses are independent sample 7-tests and
chi-square. Multiple logistic regressions were used to
explore the relation between behavioral problems at
school and meal patterns and unhealthy and healthy
food items. The dependent variable was whether the
respondent had behavioral problems at school and was
dichotomized into having these or not. All meals (break-
fast, lunch, dinner, and evening meals) and healthy and
unhealthy food items were run in separate models
adjusting for gender and BMI. Adjustments were done
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Table 1. Description of participants

Boys (n=236) Girls (n=239) P°
Age (year) mean (SD) 14.6 (0.56) 14.6 (0.57) 0.633
Behavioral problems 41 (17.9) 28 (11.8) 0.064
Overweight (%) 30 (l6.1) 15 (8.0) 0.015
Breakfast® (%) 169 (76.8) 152 (66.1) 0.012
Lunch® (%) 129 (59.2) 132 (50.6) 0.784
Dinner® (%) 197 (90.4) 193 (84.3) 0.054
Supper® (%) 146 (67.0) 116 (51.5) <0.001
Vegetables® (%) 18 (8.5) 9 (3.9) 0.046
Fruits® (%) 35 (l16.4) 64 (28.6) 0.002
Fish® (%) 99 (46.3) 103 (45.8) 0919
Sugar-sweetened soft 180 (84.9) 145 (65.9) <0.001
drinks® (%)
Sweets® (%) 57 (26.9) 42 (18.7) 0.040
Chocolate® (%) 47 (22.1) 41 (18.1) 0.294
Savory snacks® (%) 46 (21.8) 18 (8.0) <0.001
Pizza® (%) 24 (11.3) 14 (6.2) 0.059
Burger/Hot dogs® (%) 14 (6.6) 10 (4.4) 0.317

Proportion having behavioral problems at school, having meals regularly®
and having healthy and unhealthy food items often® (n [%]).

*Having meals regularly’ was defined as having meals six times a week or
more.

P‘Having healthy foods often’ was defined as having F&V twice a day or
more often, and having fish one-three times per week or more. ‘Having
unhealthy foods often’ was defined as having food four-six times a week
or more often.

‘Independent two-sample t-test continuous variables and Chi-square for
categorical variables. Overweight is defined by Cole et al. 2000 (14).

according to literature. Odds ratios are presented in the
tables with 95% confidence intervals (CI). All p-values are
two-sided and a 5% level of significance was used. All
statistical analyses were performed with SPSS 16.0 (SPSS
Inc., Chicago, IL).

Results

Characteristics of study participants are presented in
Table 1. More boys than girls were categorized as
overweight (16% vs. 8%, p=0.015). There were also
gender differences with regard to meal patterns and
food consumption. More girls skip breakfast and evening
meals compared to boys (77% vs. 66%, p=0.01). High
intake of unhealthy foods was defined as having food
four-six times per week or more, whereas a high intake
of F&V was defined as having food items twice a day
or more often. More boys reported a high intake of
vegetables (8% vs. 4%, p<0.05) and a low intake of fruits
(84% vs. 71%, p<0.01) compared to girls. More boys than
girls have a high intake of food items categorized as
unhealthy, such as sugar-sweetened soft drinks, sweets,
and savory snacks (Table 1). Table 2 presents adjusted
results for meal frequencies’ association with behavioral
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Table 2. Adjusted odds ratio (OR) and 95% CI for behavioral
problems at school in relation to meal pattern®

n OR® (95% Cl) p
Breakfast
Seldom 101 1.0
Often 269 0.29 (0.15 —0.55) <0.001
Lunch
Seldom 142 1.0
Often 225 0.65 (0.35 —0.21) 0.176
Dinner
Seldom 43 1.0
Often 324 0.52 (0.22 —1.23) 0.137
Supper
Seldom 149 1.0
Often 218 0.75 (0.40 —1.42) 0.378

*Having meals seldom’ is defined as having meals five times a week or
less. ‘Having meals often’ is defined as having meals six times a week or
more often.

PAdjusted for sex and BMI.

problems at school. Having breakfast regularly was
significantly associated with decreased odds of behavioral
problems at school (OR: 0.29 (0.15—-0.55), p <0.01).
Having lunch, dinner, and evening meals regularly was
not significantly associated with decreased odds of
behavioral problems at school (Table 2). Adjusted results
for healthy food items’ association with behavioral
problems are presented in Table 3. Those who reported
eating fruits (OR: 0.30 (0.10 —0.87), p=0.027) and fish
(OR: 0.47 (0.24 —0.91), p=0.025) regularly had lower
odds of behavioral problems at school. No association
between intake of vegetables and behavioral problems at
school was found. However, a high intake of unhealthy
foods (sugar-sweetened soft drinks, sweets, chocolate,

Table 3. Adjusted odds ratio (OR) and 95% CI for behavioral
problems at school in relation to intake of healthy food items®

Behavioral problems

N OR (95% Cl) p
Vegetables
Once a day or less 345 1.0
Twice a day or more 23 144 (046 —4.49)  0.528
Fruit
Once a day or less 282 1.0
Twice a day or more 84 0.30 (0.10—0.87) 0.027
Fish
|-3 times per month or less 201 1.0

-3 times per week or more 167 0.47 (0.24 —0.91)  0.025

*Adjusted for sex and BMI.
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savory snacks, pizza, and hotdogs) was significantly
associated with increased odds of behavioral problems
at school (Table 4).

Discussion

This study shows that adolescents who frequently
have breakfast and a moderate intake of fruit and fish
have reduced odds of behavioral problems at school.
Further, the study shows that adolescents who have a
high intake of unhealthy food items have increased odds
of behavioral problems at school. To our knowledge,
these relations have not been shown earlier in this age
group of Norwegian adolescents.

Few studies explore the relation between behavior
problems and meal frequency or skipping of breakfast
(9). Some studies state that having breakfast regularly has
a positive impact on mental health (8, 15). The most
accepted explanation for this relation is the benefits of
energy intake after a night time fast. This may improve
mood, memory, and academic performance (16). Another
benefit of having breakfast is the intake of essential
micronutrients, which have a positive effect on likely
health concerns, such as affective disorders, hyperactivity,
and behavioral problems (1, 4, 17). Lien found that
Norwegian adolescents having breakfast regularly had
reduced mental distress (9). One explanation for this
finding can be that having breakfast reduces cortisol
levels (at least in adults) (18). The finding that having

Table 4. Adjusted odds ratio (OR) and 95% CI for behavioral
problems at school in relation to intake of unhealthy food items®

Behavioral problems

N OR (95% Cl) p

Sugar-sweetened soft drinks
1-3 times per month or less 86 1.0

1-3 times per week or more 271 2.80 (1.06 —7.42) 0.039

Sweets

1-3 times per week or less 279 1.0

4-6 times per week or more 87 2.63 (1.39 —4.98) 0.003
Chocolate

1-3 times per week 295 1.0

4-6 times per week 73 4.34 (226 —8.36) <0.001
Potato chips

1-3 times per week 310 1.0

4-6 times per week 56 3.36 (0.41 —1.54) <0.001
Pizza

1-3 times per week 334 1.0

4-6 times per week 32 3.54 (1.54—-8.14) 0.003
Hamburger/hot dogs

-3 times per week 348 1.0

4-6 times per week 20 3.25 (1.17 —8.99) 0.023

*Adjusted for sex and BMI.

breakfast reduces mental distress complements our
finding of reduced odds for behavioral problems when
having breakfast regularly. In addition to reducing
mental distress, breakfast is associated with a range of
positive outcomes, including better school attendance,
academic performance, nutrient intake, and healthier
body weight (19, 20). So, although causality cannot be
stated on the relation between breakfast and behavioral
problems in the current study, promoting breakfast
would be beneficial.

A recent Australian study found that children with
behavior difficulties and low levels of prosocial behaviors
and from poorly functioning households consumed fewer
servings of F&V than children who did not experience
any environmental stressors or behavioral problems (21).
This is in line with our findings regarding fruit intake,
which is related to behavioral problems at school.
However, we did not find an association between intake
of vegetables and behavioral difficulties. This might be
explained by the low intake of vegetables in Norwegian
children and adolescents in general (10), leading to small
differences in intake between groups. Intake of fish and
behavior problems has mostly been discussed in relation
to omega-3-fatty acids. Early studies by Stevens et al.
found that a greater number of behavior problems were
reported in subjects with lower total omega-3-fatty acid
concentrations (22). A placebo-controlled trial with 166
schoolchildren in Japan investigating whether fish oil
supplements affected school children’s aggression levels
found that there was a possibility that changes in fatty
acid intake might affect physical aggression, especially in
girls (23). Furthermore, a review on fish oils and
aggression concludes that 11 of 14 studies found an
association between fish oils and aggression (24). The
mechanisms as to how fish oils affect aggression or
hostility is not yet clear; however, a possible mechanism is
activation of the serotonergic neuron system (24). On
exploring diet and attention deficit or hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD), an Australian study did not find any
association between fatty acids and ADHD symptoms
but found that children with ADHD consumed half the
amount of fish or seafood compared to the controls (25).
This is in line with what is reported in this study in
relation to fish consumption and behavioral problems.

Most controversy regarding diet and behavioral pro-
blems (especially ADHD) has been found in relation to
sugar and junk food (4, 26). For many years, teachers and
parents have claimed that high sugar intake leads to
attention and conduct problems in children (27). In 2009,
the ALSPAC reported that children eating a diet high in
“Junk food’ in early childhood were more likely to be in
the top 33% on the hyperactivity subscale at age 7 (2);
however, this was not replicated in 2011 (28). A Norwe-
gian study by Lien et al. among adolescents aged 15 and
16 showed that there was a dose-response relationship
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between hyperactivity score and number of soft drinks
consumed (27). Furthermore, intake of soft drinks was
associated with higher odds of mental distress and
conduct problems (27). This is in line with the results of
this study. The study of Lien et al. is one of the few
studies assessing the relation between sugar intake and
mental health problems (27), not just focusing on
ADHD. The effect of sugar on mental health may not
be direct but could be moderated by other nutritional
factors, such as micronutrients (1). A study in Norwegian
adolescents found that high intake of added sugar
displaced intake of micronutrients (5).

With the cross-sectional design of this study, one
cannot state any causality, and well-designed longitudinal
studies are needed. An Australian longitudinal study
from 2011 found that a healthy diet yielded better mental
health, and that an unhealthy diet led to poor mental
health (29), supporting the results of this study. Other
longitudinal studies focusing more specifically on beha-
vioral problems, including assessment of the whole diet,
where one can calculate energy and micronutrient intake,
are needed.

There are several other limitations that need to be
considered when interpreting the results of this study.
First, the selection of schools was not done system-
atically, it was a convenient sample implicating that the
generalization of the results may be limited. Second,
although validated, the dietary frequency questionnaires
often report an overestimation of food intake. Further-
more, the quantity of intake was not estimated. However,
a validation study among 9- and 13-year olds showed
that the food frequency questionnaire (FFQ) was able to
identify high and low consumers of food intake and had
a moderate capability to rank individuals according to
food intake (12). Finally, there was no assessment of
socioeconomic status, physical activity, sleep, and drug
abuse, which may be relevant factors regarding beha-
vioral problems along with parenting style.

However, the results from this study clearly show that
having a healthy diet is related to having reduced odds of
behavioral problems at school. The literature shows that
behavioral problems at school are related to school
dropout (30). School dropout is a public health issue, as
research shows that good education promotes good
health and disparity in health and educational achieve-
ments are closely linked (31). In addition, as a healthy
diet is well known to be related to optimal health (32),
promoting a healthy diet, including both dietary intake
and meal pattern, is important in these age groups, with
regard to behavior, school achievement, and future
health.

Conclusion
This study shows that adolescents who frequently have
breakfast and a moderate intake of fruit and fish have

Diet and behavioral problems in Norwegian adolescents

reduced odds of behavioral problems at school. Further-
more, the study shows that adolescents who have a high
intake of unhealthy food items have increased odds of
behavioral problems at school. A longitudinal study to
find causality between dietary intake and behavioral
problems at school is recommended.

Acknowledgement

The authors thank Sigve Mathisen, Audhil Noslid, and Kjell Hodne
from Serlandet Resource Centre in Norway and Eva Ludemann
from the University of Agder for their contributions to this project.

Conflict of interest and funding
The authors have not received any funding or benefits
from industry or elsewhere to conduct this study.

References

1. Benton D. Micronutrient status, cognition and behavioral
problems in childhood. Eur J Nutr 2008; 47(Suppl 3): 38-50.

2. Wiles NJ, Northstone K, Emmett P, Lewis G. ‘Junk food’ diet
and childhood behavioural problems: results from the ALSPAC
cohort. Eur J Clin Nutr 2009; 63: 491-8.

3. Kim Y, Chang H. Correlation between attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder and sugar consumption, quality of diet,
and dietary behavior in school children. Nutr Res Pract 2011; 5:
236-45.

4. Bellisle F. Effects of diet on behaviour and cognition in children.
Br J Nutr 2004; 92(Suppl 2): 227-32.

5. Overby NC, Lillegaard IT, Johansson L, Andersen LF. High
intake of added sugar among Norwegian children and adoles-
cents. Public Health Nutr 2004; 7: 285-93.

6. Dykman KD, Dykman RA. Effect of nutritional supplements
on attentional-deficit hyperactivity disorder. Integr Physiol
Behav Sci 1998; 33: 49-60.

7. Nicklas TA, Morales M, Linares A, Yang SJ, Baranowski T,
De MC, et al. Children’s meal patterns have changed over a 21-
year period: the Bogalusa Heart Study. J Am Diet Assoc 2004;
104: 753-61.

8. Rampersaud GC, Pereira MA, Girard BL, Adams J, Metzl JD.
Breakfast habits, nutritional status, body weight, and academic
performance in children and adolescents. J Am Diet Assoc 2005;
105: 743-60.

9. Lien L. Is breakfast consumption related to mental distress and
academic performance in adolescents? Public Health Nutr 2007;
10: 422-8.

10. Qverby N, Andersen LF. Ungkost 2000 national dietary study
among students in 4th and 8th grade. Oslo: Directorate of
Health and Social Affairs; 2002.

11. Roland E. School influences on bullying. Doctoral thesis,
Durham University; 1998: Available at Durham E-Theses
Online: http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/1047/

12. Lillegaard IT, @verby NC, Andersen LF. Evaluation of a short
food frequency questionnaire used among children and adoles-
cents. Food Nutr Res 2012; 56: 6399.

13. Overby NC, Margeirsdottir HD, Brunborg C, Dahl-
Jorgensen K, Andersen LF. Sweets, snacking habits, and
skipping meals in children and adolescents on intensive insulin
treatment. Pediatr Diabetes 2008; 9: 393-400.

Citation: Food & Nutrition Research 2012, 56: 17231 - http:/dx.doi.org/10.3402/fnrv56i0.1723 1

(page number not for citation purpose)


http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/1047/
http://www.foodandnutritionresearch.net/index.php/fnr/article/view/17231
http://dx.doi.org/10.3402/fnr.v56i0.17231

Nina @verby and Rune Hgigaard

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Cole TJ, Bellizzi MC, Flegal KM, Dietz WH. Establishing a
standard definition for child overweight and obesity worldwide:
international survey. BMJ 2000; 320: 1240-3.

Chen X, Sekine M, Hamanishi S, Yamagami T, Kagamimori S.
Associations of lifestyle factors with quality of life (QOL) in
Japanese children: a 3-year follow-up of the Toyama Birth
Cohort Study. Child Care Health Dev 2005; 31: 433-9.

Smith AP. The concept of well-being: relevance to nutrition
research. Br J Nutr 2005; 93(Suppl 1): 1-5.

Gesch CB, Hammond SM, Hampson SE, Eves A, Crowder MJ.
Influence of supplementary vitamins, minerals and essential
fatty acids on the antisocial behaviour of young adult prisoners.
Randomised, placebo-controlled trial. Br J Psychiatry 2002;
181: 22-8.

Smith AP. Stress, breakfast cereal consumption and cortisol.
Nutr Neurosci 2002; 5: 141-4.

Hoyland A, Dye L, Lawton CL. A systematic review of the
effect of breakfast on the cognitive performance of children and
adolescents. Nutr Res Rev 2009; 22: 220-43.

Ni MC, Turley M, Gorton D, Jiang Y, Michie J, Maddison R,
et al. Effects of a free school breakfast programme on school
attendance, achievement, psychosocial function, and nutrition:
a stepped wedge cluster randomised trial. BMC Public Health
2010; 10: 738.

Renzaho AM, Kumanyika S, Tucker KL. Family functioning,
parental psychological distress, child behavioural problems,
socio-economic disadvantage and fruit and vegetable consump-
tion among 4-12 year-old Victorians, Australia. Health Promot
Int 2011; 26: 263-75.

Stevens LJ, Zentall SS, Abate ML, Kuczek T, Burgess JR.
Omega-3 fatty acids in boys with behavior, learning, and health
problems. Physiol Behav 1996; 59: 915-20.

Itomura M, Hamazaki K, Sawazaki S, Kobayashi M,
Terasawa K, Watanabe S, et al. The effect of fish oil on physical
aggression in schoolchildren—a randomized, double-blind,
placebo-controlled trial. J Nutr Biochem 2005; 16: 163-71.

24.

25.

26.

217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Hamazaki T, Hamazaki K. Fish oils and aggression or hostility.
Prog Lipid Res 2008; 47: 221-32.

Ng KH, Meyer BJ, Reece L, Sinn N. Dietary PUFA intakes in
children with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder symptoms.
Br J Nutr 2009; 102: 1635-41.

Benton D. The influence of children’s diet on their cognition and
behavior. Eur J Nutr 2008; 47(Suppl 3): 25-37.

Lien L, Lien N, Heyerdahl S, Thoresen M, Bjertness E.
Consumption of soft drinks and hyperactivity, mental distress,
and conduct problems among adolescents in Oslo, Norway. Am
J Public Health 2006; 96: 1815-20.

Peacock PJ, Lewis G, Northstone K, Wiles NJ. Childhood diet
and behavioural problems: results from the ALSPAC cohort.
Eur J Clin Nutr 2011; 65: 720-6.

Jacka FN, Kremer PJ, Berk M, de Silva-Sanigorski AM,
Moodie M, Leslie ER, et al. A prospective study of diet
quality and mental health in adolescents. PLoS One 2011;
6(9): €24805.

Henry KL, Knight KE, Thornberry TP. School disengagement
as a predictor of dropout, delinquency, and problem substance
use during adolescence and early adulthood. J Youth Adolesc
2012; 41: 156-66.

Freudenberg N, Ruglis J. Reframing school dropout as a public
health issue. Prev Chronic Dis 2007; 4: A107.

World Health Organization. Diet, nutrition and the prevention
of chronic diseases. Report of a Joint WHO/FAO Expert
Consultation, Technical Report Series, No. 916. Geneva: World
Health Organization; 2003.

*Nina Q@verby

Department of Public Health, Sport and Nutrition
Faculty of Health and Sport Sciences

University of Agder

4604 Kristiansand

Norway

Email: nina.c.overby@uia.no

Citation: Food & Nutrition Research 2012, 56: 17231 - http:/dx.doi.org/10.3402/fnrv56i0.1723 1

(page number not for citation purpose)


http://www.foodandnutritionresearch.net/index.php/fnr/article/view/17231
http://dx.doi.org/10.3402/fnr.v56i0.17231


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


