
Introduction: March 11th, 2020 saw the World Health Organisation de-
clare a global pandemic following the eruption of the novel coronavirus
disease 2019. Unprecedented global demand for personal protective
equipment (PPE) was complicated by limited availability and conflicting
guidance from healthcare bodies. This study aimed to assess perceived
confidence and knowledge of Public Health England’s PPE guidance
amongst doctors of varying specialties and grades.
Method: A nationwide 11-point survey comprising of multiple-choice
questions (MCQs) and a Likert scale assessing perceived confidence
(1¼not confident, 5¼very confident) was disseminated to U.K. based
doctors using multiple platforms.
Results: Data collated from 697 respondents revealed average per-
ceived confidence was low. Notably, 59% felt they had received insuffi-
cient education regarding up-to-date guidance, with 81% advocating
further training. Anaesthetics and ophthalmology were the highest
and lowest scoring specialties in knowledge based MCQs, achieving
59% and 31% respectively. Subsequent statistical analysis revealed sig-
nificant differences between specialties."
Conclusions: Ensuring consistency in published PPE guidance and edu-
cation can develop doctor’s confidence and knowledge of appropriate
PPE use. The absence of a unified consensus and global education re-

temic toxicity and necrosis of the affected tissue if not diagn
aggressively treated.
Presentation: We report a case of a 42-year-old male who presented
with a one-week history of worsening right axillary swelling that pro-
gressed to painful swelling of his arm. Inflammatory markers were sig-
nificantly elevated with a white cell count of 17 �109/L and C-reactive

protein of 212 mg/L. On examination, a fluctuant axillary swelling was
appreciated, and a decision was made for incision and drainage under
general anaesthetic. Intraoperative aspiration of his arm revealed copi-
ous purulent fluid prompting intraoperative orthopaedic consult and
exploration of the anterior compartment in which there was extensive
involvement of the biceps muscle. The microbiological analysis
revealed gram-positive cocci in chains, and microbiology advice sought
for tailoring of antibiotic regimen. He has recovered well.
Discussion: Though uncommon, the emergency general surgeon
should have a high degree of suspicion when evaluating soft tissue
infections to avert potentially disastrous outcomes.
Conclusion: Early diagnosis, aggressive management with high-dose
intravenous antibiotics, and surgical debridement are principles to
treat this rare, life-threatening infection.
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Introduction: COVID-19 pandemic has caused significant disruption in
all aspects of training. Our aim was to explore the degree of impact
caused by the pandemic on higher general surgical trainees.
Method: All higher general surgical trainees in a single UK deanery
were invited to participate in an online, voluntary, anonymous survey
via SurveyMonkey.
Results: 64 (72.7%) of the trainees responded. 39.1% were ST3/4, 29.7%
were ST5/6, 20.3% were ST7/8 and 10.9% were out of training (maternity
& research). Thirty-five (55.6%) worked in district general hospitals.
Forty (68.9%) trainees felt that they had fewer opportunities to be pri-
mary surgeon. Forty-two (67.7%) trainees did not have access to laparo-
scopic simulation trainers. Fifty-two (88.1%) trainees had their courses
and 2 (3.4%) had their FRCS part 2 exam postponed. 16 (27.1%) trainees
reported they had been off-sick, with a median of 7 days off (range 3-35
days). Thirty-three (55.9%) trainees felt more stressed due to the pan-
demic and 35 (59.4%) had symptoms of burnout.
Conclusions: The COVID-19 pandemic has had an unprecedented im-
pact on all aspects of higher surgical training. The most noticeable im-
pact has been on the reduction in the confidence in laparoscopic and
endoscopic skills.

934 Remote one-to-one virtual surgical skills training:

of training was recorded to 7 September 2020.
Participants reported that all virtual skills taught were readily transfer-
able to the theatre environment. Following the course, all participants
felt confident to complete the skills learnt independently, rating the
course as excellent.
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