
public health approach can be managed to reduce harm to
individual, community and population health, support social
cohesion and trust in emergency response and interventions to
deal with climate change. Digital health could, within 10 years
establish a new paradigm in public and environmental health.
Public health professionals need urgently to tackle digital
health to bridge the gap with others areas of healthcare. During
the COVID-19 crisis, national public health authorities have
been challenged in the way they communicate with the public,
engage with communities in collecting data to improve
response, providing the scientific evidence, the day-to-day
facts and figures. Likewise, The European Climate Pact
provides a space for collectively develop and implement
climate solutions. The Climate Pact is an open, inclusive and
evolving initiative for climate action through an online
platform and citizen dialogues and exchanges, it will foster
the link between the digital and green transition. This
workshop aims to share the experiences of digital public
health interventions with significant impact on climate change
mitigation during the pandemic. It will be organised as a
round table, starting by setting the scene with an introduction
to key digital health concepts and challenges. Each speaker will
give a short pitch on how they have experienced the challenge
of using digital systems in public health and how they
approached its management during the crisis. This will be
followed by a panel discussion. Participants will have ample
time to ask questions to the panellists. The workshop will end
with a summary of a selection of tools participants can use in
their own environmental management activities and key take
home messages from the panellist will be provided as a
conclusion.
Key messages:
� Digital Public Health has been establishing evidence on

interventions with significant effects on reducing the impact
of climate crisis.
� A Partnership is needed across the health system and society

to manage this crisis. European Green Deal and Climate
Pact could be used as a roadmap in digital public health.
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Starting with telemedicine movement 50 years ago, digital
health has been changing slowly the healthcare paradigm since.
Now with COVID-19 Epidemics has raise the bar and pushed
for digital health across the healthcare services. Likewise,
public Health should be more engaged on studying future
impacts of climate change on health care and look for the
opportunities that digital health can bring. At the same time,
European Public Health should propose new models for
healthy living in the line with sustainable circular economy.
Digital health is about health service delivery but it is much
more about patients’ behaviour and participation in the
healthcare process. Digitalization is enabling a change in the
role of patients in the healthcare value chain, moreover
considering the new European strategy of Health Data Space
combined with the European Green Deal. We will present a set
of European and American case studies already showing the
positive impact of digital health in mitigating climate crises
factors, by reducing transportation and materials costs and
improving health professionals efficiency, among others. An
overview of the recent trends will be discussed and links to
public health will be addressed. A special attention will be
drawn to a digital public health framework to tackle the
climate change future’s public health threats.
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The Covid-19 pandemic crisis caused a serious ‘tectonic’
disturbance in all sectors, especially pointed out weaknesses of
the healthcare systems. The recently adopted European Green
Deal (EGD). It should take into account the Covid-19
pandemic challenge and maintain its primary objectives. The
pandemic crisis has shown not only individual health risks, but
also global health threats (direct and indirect). The SARS-
CoV-2 virus causes an insufficiently known infectious disease.
The subsidiary health effects are still countless: mental health,
health-economic costs, deadlock in the other diseases treat-
ment, etc. One of the main messages regarding environment, is
that society should find new economic models less damaging
to the environment and to biodiversity, implying circular
economy, a less consumerist and active society: e.g. a 4 days-
working week. Covid-19 took us to the extreme of being
confined at home, either working or taking care of our
families. However, the Covid-19 global quarantine and
confinement (and huge reduction of travelling, mainly flights)
had a great impact on decrease of CO2 levels, on the quality of
air and on biodiversity. Vulnerability and lack of efficient
action in many countries, is a strong warning for Europe (and
globally) to insist in strengthening public health and convert
lessons learned into action. The Coronavirus, originating from
destruction of wildlife and intensive animal farming, will bring
more pandemics in the future. We need more public health
consideration towards effects of climate change on public
health. It is possible to keep economy functioning by
promoting remote work supported by digital platforms and
innovation for international networks. Strategically, the
European recovery plan should be aligned with the EGD.
These challenges open the way to digital health, and as such,
can be defined a roadmap to tackle climate change.
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As digitalization is progressively permeating all aspects of
healthcare. Here we will address how can we address the
potential of applying digital tools to public health and discuss
some key challenges. We have identified the strategic pillars for
a successful European strategy for public health digitalization
and we outlined how the approach being pursued by the
European Public Health Association (EUPHA) applies to
digital health. Here we will link these pillars to the impact on
climate change. From a public health perspective, digitalization
is being touted as providing several potential benefits and
advantages, including support for the transition from cure to
prevention, helping to put people and patients at the center of
care delivery, supporting patient empowerment and making
healthcare system more efficient and mitigate climate change.
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